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PIONffllS 

& bperiertces ofPro/essiortal 'Brass 'Pourtders ;4rou"d the 'World 

JACK BINNS HONORED 

, Great Moments 
. 
In History 

c5l1 /though he ditl not s ... -'(1d the first call for help from 
a vessel in distress, Jar.l< Binns wos nevertheless 

the first widely acc lairTIw hero o f the wire less key. 

Binns was aboard the Whit S tdr liner ~~ when she 
came into colll~ion with the italian steamer Florida about 
175 miles east o f the Ambrose Light in a thick fog a t 
5:30 a . m., January 2 1909. rtle hull of the Republic 
wos cut down to the w8ter- l ine. Binns sent a distress 
siqnal ("COD") which was il1lercepletl promptly by a 
,,1 lIon at Siasconset. 

The FIOf"lde had 60me 700 emigrants eboerd. They wore 
panlc-slri ... kcn, fOf" they had only recently survi ved a 

"dt eartl Y.looake in tll(:ir home land. 

8irv,s wElS more than eVdr the hero hecause his wireless 
co in hael een ckJrTI&gud suverely orl the collision. For
tunatdy, II,,, aerial was unckJmayed , as was his wireless 
eqlJiJ'lm..:nt. Soon the ship 's dynamo failed and the 
emergenc:y batteries fo r the wireless war a brouglot into 
senllc • 

Fi va vussul s answered the Republ i c ' s tli s tress call . The 
Boltlc orrived fIrst, bt, t In the tlu ck fog she was unoble 
to see Ihe RcplIlolic. Oy tl,d strength o f the Beltic ' s 
wi rel ss sl<Jnal~, Binns was able t o dIrect therescueves
~el by i ~suirog such ordNs dS: "Now you are rle8d ahead 
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" C Q Oil SAVES 1600 LIVES 

Like other w i re less operators of his day, Binns was paid 
one dollar a day for his services. Following the loss of 
the R epuhl ic he signed a contrac t to tour a vaudevill e ci r
bui t across ti le nation so that he might relate his harrow
ing experiences to a startl ed audience. He could ill 
afford to pay his own exp.:-nses while on the road, so he 
accepted a sma ll remunerat ion for his appearancs . For 
t hi~ act ion he wa s roundly c rit ici zed by the public a t 
lurge, and his image as a national hero sufferred greatly . 
Soon i t was neces58ry for him to abandon his t our. 

He was respon;;;ble for the rescue of 761 passengers and 
crew members of the Republic, without loss of life or 
accident . It _s a noble accomplishment. But h i s 
8fl1)erence on the vaudeville stage cost him the loss of 
the i mage he so rr ghtfu II y deserved. 

5 . S . n rPLlB'- ' C _ '· ... 1K C . Th i c; i ~ ;") pi \.. tll(t! 0 ' ' hl) 'Nhi tp !; ter Lin':-r n~ /I\.d lic t it loptt on oJllII':l,Y 2 1st 1909 
twu ct.lv ~ IJpforc SIlO F.~i l (:\J l o r Gibraltar olld M otJil l-.. rol'l°w n rnr t s h onl N p.w Yrok 

H orror with 76 1 passrynyC"r (JncJ rew n1et''Y'Ib&r s aboard . The R~o~l"llic w1)!; ra,nmpti hV the Italinn S t eom~.ip 
F l o ricJa with 700 emigrant s al>oard on .Jun . 23 190q and sank.. 1600 liVf)!'; w r'rr ~Ov .... t' by Jllch. Binnf; , wire
l ess operal or 0' Ihe Republi c who " ashed Iho "C 00" dislress call whid . wns picked up by Jack Irwin on 
wly III "SC " Siasconsel, Mass . While II e 55 F'orida modo 8 temporary rescue of Iho Republic' 8 pa8S

engers and crow, if becllme disabled and in danger 0' Sinking. hellco mo!:1 were Irens't><red lo' th" 5.5. 
Rolli " . Insorl is 0' JIIck 8i nns . Se .. Pego 2 ' or 'urther detoi's. PhOto 'rom H .E. niesberg collection. 
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SPARKS JOURNAL . QUARTERLY 

SPARKS JOURNAL OUARTERL Y 

Published Cf.J8rterly for our profesalonal members 
with Issues schedJled for Spring, Summer, Fall 
8nd Winter by the Society of Wireless Ploneers,lnq 
a non-profit organization ct-ertered as such under 
the laws of the State of Csi I f. Copl es are fuml Sh· 

ed sustaining members of the ~oc l ety who pay for 
_me through dues. A limited number of publ i ca
tions are mai led without cos .0 selected Technical 
Institutions, Colleges, Universlt i es, Libraries, 
Museums and Nat i onal Archives that have request
ed copies for reference or educational purposes. 

MAILING ADDRESS : P.O. Box 530, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402. D i reet all Inqui r i es and correspondence 
Including 'change:... of address' for expedi t i ous 
attention and handl ing . 
EDITORIAL & OFFICE: 3366/15 Mendocino Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 USA. Edi tor and Executi ve 
Director, Wm A. Brenlman. Phone: 707/54?-0898. 

The Society does not solic i t or accept subscriptions 
or advertisements for Its publications from the 
public. 

Every effort I s made to assure the validity and au
thenticity of meteri al publi shed herein ; However , 
the Soci ety end i ts offi c ers assume no responsi 
bility for error . Manuscripts and art i cles publlsh
~, express the opin i on and v i ews of the author 
Itld do not neeesM r i I y agree w i th those of the 

Soelaty or Its offfeers. 
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Second Class Postoge pai d at Santa Rosa, Callf.95402l 
POSTMASTER : Plcase send fOf'm 3579 to Soclcty of I 
Wirel ~ss P ioneers, Inc. , P.O. Box 530, Santa Rosa, 
CA 9S402. 
We w ill try to take reesoneble cere w i th p letures, 
m I se etc. (end li ke metenal) received. Howevcr, 
the Soci ety end its offi cers will not a.eeept respotl
lUbil lty fCK ~ l oss of such materia l . Thos. request
Ing return of 8UCh meterial CK maki ng I~ry.,. 

~.ted to Include S.A.S.E. to c:cw.r retwn. CK 
NDlv. 
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1977-7B 
PRESIDENT 

William A. Breniman 

VICE PRESIDENTS 

Ju~ge James Harvey Brown - Senior 
Eben K. Cady - Finance & Audits 
John N. Elwood - Membership 
William C. Willmot - Chapters, P&R 
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Prof. Herbert J. Scott 

TREASURER 
Lorin G. De Merritt 

OIRECTORS 

Arthur W. Fi ltness Vancouver, B.C. 
Dexter S. Bertlett Portland, Oregon 
Emest F. W llmshurst Fallbrook, Cel i f. 
Ralph C. Folkman Cleveland, Ohio 
Col.Allen Bernabei S i lver Spring, MO. 
Earl W. Korf Lincroft, NJ 
Gerald A. Whittaker Santa Rosa, Cellf. 

AREA LIAISON & COORDINATION STAFF 

Arthur W. Fi Itness Canada 
Comel i s Glerum Northem Europe 
Edwin G. Raser N.E. USA 
Ero Erickson Great Lakes (USA) 
Wm J. O'Brien Australia, So. Pac. 
Dady S. Major India, SW Asia 
Karl H. W. Baarslag S. E. USA 
Harry A. Maclaren Gulf Coast 
John A. Edwards England 
Jose Contreras R. So. America 
Joseph Falbo Ariz. SW USA 
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CHIEF OPERATOR 

Oscar T. Harrison W5QKU, Spring, Texas 

Few men in history have experienced the sensation of becoming an "Instant Hero" such 
as befell Capt. Charles A. Lindbergh upon touching down at Le Bourget, Paris on May 
21st 1927. Marconiman Jack Binns of the White Star Liner Republ ic and Captain 
Sealby passed from obscurity to fame in a matter of a few days. They became known 
the world over for their skillful handling of a catastrophe which involved nearly 1600 
lives. The Italian Liner Florida knifed into the Republic and it was a miracle that 
Binns was not killed in the impact which ripped his wireless shack wide open. Winter 
on the North A t I ant i cis a rugged time of the year. With a II light, power and heat cut 
off, Binns had to work under the most severe conditions to keep his straight gap on the 
air. He found his antenna still intact and with emergency batteries furnishing power, he 
found the set sti II operative. Jack Irwin, operator at old "SC" (S iasconsett, Mass. 
heard his call and took command of the airwaves, alerting all ships in the area. The 
dense fog of the area hampered rescue by the Baltic, La Touraine, Revenue Cutter Gresh
am, Anchor Liner Furnessia and several others whi ch answered the call i n the pee-soup 
fog. Exposed to the elements, Binhs grew cold and numb at his key . The biting and 
Inter'lse cold of January off Nantucket. 0 in raw icy fog on a sinking ship was the sort of 
operating position an operator would never forget ••• nor did Binns. He knew that 1600 
or more lives depended upon him and the wireless. 

The Story of Jack Binns was preserved for posterity in a wonderful book authoried by one 
of the Society's members - Cmdr. Karl H. W. Baarslag (175-SGP) who published ••• 
"SOS TO THE RESCUE" back in 1935. Tile book has long since been out of print and 
a real 'collector's item'. However, we hope to bring several chapter of the book to ' 
you in coming editions of the SPARKS JOURNAL as Karl has given us permission. 

Binns was a very modest man and tried to dJck the attention and fame heaped upon him. 
At one point he said ••• "This hero business makes me kind of tired! I only did what I 
should have done and what every other fellow would have done under the same circum
stances." He did yield to pressure of an agent and was on vaudeville for a brief time 
but disliked it intensely. 
Jack was opp'haned shortly after birth and was brought up by his grandmother. He left 
school at age fourteen and worked for the Great Norh3rn Rai Iway. Knocked down by an 
engine, he spent six months in a hospital dJring which he studied telegraphy. In 1902 
he went to work for the British Post Office and later joined the British Marconi Co., 
serving on the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, Grosser Kurfuerst and in 1907 on the Bluecher. 
Following the Republic he served 2 years on the Adriatic leaving for a newspaper job in 
New York. He died at age 74 in a New York hospital. He was not the first to send a 
distress call but he was the first thrust with respnsibility of over a thousand lives. -30-
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The 
Master's I 

ability to throw you in the brig (in 
irons: the "slammer"). It was so 
when vessels in Roman times 
were propelled by sweeps 
muscled by human power . 
Technically. it is still pretty much 
the same in nuclear-powered 
vessels plying the seven seas. The 
singular difference today is the 
presence of the Radio Operator. 
who is the link with the home 
office. 

Voice ~ 
~ 

The"'s~the 
absolute ~ at a 
times . except when his 
o are COtIltennanded 
by the home office. 
By radio. 

By Ero Erickson, 
Rodiotelegropher 1st Cloll 

For centuries. the Captain on 
the high seas has been the boss. 
He (and now. maybe, she) has 
been the absolute master and 
authority aboard. which includes 
power to perform marriages. 
o~ciate at fuDeraJa and . the 

1 

! 
1 
1 

'l 
~ 
1 

The Gaptain can be counter
manded via radio, in whatever 
mode of transmission, be it code. 
voice AM or FM. or "side band" 
from the manually operated shore 
station, or recently initiated 
automatic contact by orbiting 
satellites. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission issues a personal 
radio operator's license, which 
attests to the holder's 
qualifications to operate code or 
radiotelephone equipment in 
compliance with rules and 
regulations. There are a half 
dozen classes of commercial 
liceMeS of the type you hold to 
make a llUla at operating. 
Otizens Band. Amateur and 
Station licenses are not inter
changeable. If you have one class 
of license, you can't cross over 
and use it improperly. elsewhere. 
The highest grade commercial 

1 license holder cannot operate a 
] CB set which is unlicensed. just 
[ because he holds a document 
1 which takes study and practice to 
1 get. Conditions are changing in 
1 licensing structure. as witnesa 
~ the fact that the FCC at this time 
[ is reviewing the requirements 
1 and rewriting the proposed new 
1 rules. Hearings will be held in 
1 Washington. with interested 

I 
parties being invited to comment. 

Admittedly. the current 
examinations are not up-to-date 

] with the complex state of the art 
[ of radio because, for one, the 
1 transistor had not been invented 

I when the Communications Act of 
1934 was passed into law. The 
certificate in the commercial 

l category still refers to _rvice 
1 .cmdo D by "The Master at 

the Ship". It·s a safe bet that 
some dry land radio operators ' 
have never seen a real seagoing 
ship. except perhaps on TV. 

When the Great Lakes water
I way opened for "salties" (ships . 
[ from the salt water seas). they 
1 immediately became boats. Every 

l vessel on the Great Lakes has by 
custom been called a "boat". 
When they leave the fresh water. 
they become ships again. 

1 In the 1930's much of the 
equipment were spark trans
mitters. which (had they stayed 
around) could wipe out 'every 
television picture in town, when 
keyed. There still may be some 
spark rigs left as emergency 
stand-by back-ups on tramp 
steamers. When used. they 
covered the entire band and. in 
CB lingo. "bled over" into all 
frequencies . 

I recall sending to WNY. the 
New York harbor station, while 
approaching along the "Jersey" 
coast, only to have WSC 
(Tuckerton, NJ) break in with a 
booming "QRT UR QRM is all the 
way down to 15 meters!" That 
signal was like a shrieking police 
whistle and a command to knock 
it off. In kinder language, it said 
that I should cease transmitting 
because the interference was 
causing a lot of problems to the 
base station operator. He 
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ERO ERICKSON 

"Ero" has just rescued the' ship' s cet' 
"Wootzie" from a very volatile Bo'suns 
Mate. Thi s wes aboard KDRM - a sperk 
lob selling inter-coastal with lumber and 
sulpher dJrlng the early 1930' s_ "Ero" 
seems to be cashing in on the depression 
of 1929 w i th a cruise to the Carribeen 
( and getting paid for i t as "Sparks") when 
others were jumping off tall office build
ings or seiling apples along Stete Street 
i n Chicago for a nlckle a throw. Ero says 
the emblem on the ship's stack wes a 
Red Devil with a pitchfork , similar to the 
trede-merk for "Pluto Water". an urgent 
laXlltlve __ • I f you recell. 

My mouth began to taste like 
battery electrolyte because there 
were 250 volts of direct current in 

the earphone cordS ... 

probably was on short wave 
copying some far away ship. 

Being a newcomer on the bulk 
freighter. "The Henry D .... I was 
really rattled to have such big 
signal chase me off. I had visions 
of the FRC (the old Federal Radio 
Commission) yanking my license . 
The key became unmanageable 
like a slippery electric eel due to 
the big sweat. My mouth began to 
taste like battery electrolyte 
becaus.e there were 250 volts of 

{ [continued on page " 

NOSTALGIA 

The first practical application of 
radio was ship-to-shore com
munication. Shipboard radio 
operators were and still are called 
"sparks." They got that name 
because the first shipboard radio 
transmitters were "spark" trans
mitters which have long been 
obsolete. A spark transmitter 
employs no tubes. The radio signal 
is generated by Q high voltage 
spark acrosS'O spark gap. This kind 
of sigQal can splatter over a very 
wide band of frequencies . In fact, 
when KFT, a public coast station in 
Everett, Washington, used its 
SOOO-watt Kilbourne & Clark spark 
transmitter to communicate with a 
ship, the entire AM broadcast 
bond was wiped out all over the 
city. In spite of its simplicity, but 
because of its interference
causing capability, the spark 
transmitter was banned in the U. 
S. almost 40 years ago and 
NpIaced by transmitters using 
tubes. 

large ocean-going ships still use 
radiotelegraphy to transmit and 
receive messages in International 
Morse Code. Most also have 
radiotelephone systems used 
mainly for utilizing High Seas 
Telephone Service. 

long ago, many of our radio 
pioneers including Ero Erickson, 
author of this article, went to sea 
as radio operators. It was a way to 
see the world as an "officer" and 
get paid for it. They also gathered 
valuable experience with radio 
communications. Unfortunately, 
opportunities to go to sea as a 
radio operator are now very 
limited. There are fewer U. S. 
ships and those radio operators 
that are available are tightly 
controlled. Those were the days, 
Goad Buddy. Ero Erickson tells you 
a bit about his experiences as a 
'Sparks' in his own inimitable way. 

" 
,/ 

t ____ ~~--__ --__ ----~-----------------------l 
"SIR, IT LOOKS LIKE WE'RE DOWN TO l 

THE SCRAMBLED EGGS ON YOUR CAP." 1 Copyright 1978 Pub I ishing Industries Inc. Reprinted with 
permission from February 1978 issue of CB MAGAZINE. 

. ~ 
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THREE HUNDRED 

THE 
SIXTY DEGREE COMPASS 

T
HE mariner's com
pass in use daily; 
hourly, momentarily; 
our constant compan-

ion; most trusted friend, 
yet contrarY contraption, 
though interesting scien
tifically and historically 
and quite a fine example 
of mechanical drawing, is 
not the most convenient, 
simple or safe instrument 
we might have. 

This is simply because 
we continue to use the 
marks and nomenclature 
adopted by the first mar
iners and geographers who 
applied the directive force 
of the lodestone to navi
gation. 

In the early part of 
the sixteenth t· ntury the 
Flemish, who were by that 
time a powerful maritime 
nation, adopted the Frank
b.h names of the winds, 
N., K~. E., etc., on their 
compasses and this plan 
waf; 4uickly followed by 
the Portuguese, Spanish, 
British, and others. And 
there you hllve the com
pass marking now in use. 

r~' 

I .. ,t h I: . IJr I,uth L. ;,d(t them : but if one i!' ' I: . and th(o 
(,ther L.. !'ubtra c: t tlit-m. Th i!' i!' not the fini !'h l ' l' l' aU~e 

if thl' n ,urH' cXl'ct'd!' !,O it must be subtracted frlJm 
180 ' and tht: fnlnt name rc\"t:r~ed from N. to S. IJr 
vit'e ver!' ll . If. in l'ubtra di!l~ , the error is grt:att:r than 
th t- t·lJu rl'e. the c:(our~e must be s ubtracted frum the 
e rn.r and the end n;,me E. or W. changed. 

Amplitude!' have tQ be rt,tk(Ined frvm the Ell . t or 
\re!'t. tl,en if "l,th true lind 1I1J~ en' cd are ~urth or 
S(, uth th ey h;l\'e to be !'ubtracted and vict: \' er~a: 

:trai n if t he true i!' \<' the r ight uf lIb~en'ed the error 
i ~ m\J1H.'d r.a l' t. ur \rt!!-' t if to the left. ~or .. re we yet 
flfli,h cd. tu get the dHiation, if (-nur and \'ariatiun 
hav(' t he ~ all1e lIarne !'u btrllct, if difTcrent add . Filially 
th t' d(o\' i;,ti on i!' th(o same 1I;,me as the t:n'or unles 
when t he er rur has been s ubtract ·d frum the \'ar iation, 
th en it i!' lIamed uppo ·ite. Quite a few mental gym
na :: t it' s here ;,gain. The earliest known ex

amples of naming differ
ent directions by the 
winds, was the Tower of 
the Winds, erected by An
dronicus Cyrrhestes in 100 
B. C. This was six sided, 
each face being dedicaed 
to the prevailing wind
Boreas, ApeJiotes or Euros, 
Notos, Lips, Lephurus and 
Skiron. For several cen
turies following ~his char
tographers endeavored to 

The earlint known professed picture of I compiss in Iny 
printed book. From I woodcut in the Milln eciiticn of the 
Acertl of Cecco d'A.coli. 1527. Our modern compl .. il &.Idly 
lackin« in picture.que qUlliti.,. hlyin, no chuubl. felt hers. or 
Ilndlcapo. The Reur..eSe·li. of our com pI .. i •• aid to come from 
the T denotinl lhe N point. It WI. not put uppermolt. I • . of 
courH, the East WII the mo.t importlnt point where the 'un rOlf. 

Christopher Columbus is 
!laid to have uf;ed a six 
point compass, and that is 
the logical one to employ 
(if points are used at all ) , 
as all arcs are divided on 
the sextantary or the sex
agesimal plan, or with the 
numbers six of sixty as the 
factors. A minute of time 
has 6 x 10, or 60 seconds, 
an hour 60 minutes, or 
360 seconds, a day 6 x 4 
hours, and so forth. A cir
cle of the heavens, the 
earth, a compass or any
thing else has 6 X 6 X 10= 
360 degrees, but a point 
has 11 Y.a degrees, and that 
is the awkward division 
we all too frequently use. 

Azi muths are not quite l'0 c:vmplitated, as here you 
ret'kon from the J\orth or South, but you have to watch 
to subtract frum 1800 !'ometimes, to bring true and ob
:-:en'ed into the !lame hembphere, lind you have si milar 
E. and W., L. and· R.; + and - , rules to rCll1ember to 
obtain the t:rror and de\·iation. Until the azimuth 
lables were altered. it would be nt:tel'sary to make 
them confvrm to the 360 · Qb!'en-ation 'ompass, but 
thi s would be a s imple and ob\' ious mental calculation. 

The chief point is that any bearing taken, or course 
r equired or st ee red WQuld be to one degree and one 
Qnly, instead of, 'ay S. 17 · W" you would have just 
197" then t o torrect a course or observed bearing, 
Easterly error, de\' iation or \'ariation would always be 
Vlus and Westerl y minus; t~hape a course the re
verse being the case. but there \\,m1,~ :.ot be e\"en thi s 
much thinking required because all \"aria: in _d cle
\';atloTT 'lmlltd be jUllt plull .r- ",ilHl!O, not E. or W. 

give courses and bearings 
on their maps by indicating the winds likely to be en
~ountered. 

Then in 1297 the first pivoted compass was invented. 
It was a crude affair, with a magnetic needle ftoating 
on reeds on the surface of a basin of water. Tradition 
has it that very sOOft after this an unknown mariner 
of Amalfi put a Rosa Ventorum upon his needle and 
quickly following different wind roses were adopted 
for the sailor's guidance; they were taken from the 
charts and naturally varied from one country to an
other, according to the prevailing winds. Thus the 
Mediterranean sailors called the points Transmon
tainne (N.),Grec (N. E.), Levante (E.), Sirocco (S. E.), 
Midi (S.), Africo (S.W.), Ponente (W.), Maistre (N.W.). 
This is an eight point compass, a form easily arrived 
at by bisecting the circle. These eight points were 
again divided into halves and quarters, the points be
ing black, the halves green and the quarters red. 

Then the Romans went one better and devised a 
IIwelve point compass (on the sextantary principle); 
'hey called the points: 

Septentric ....... ........ .... ......... ...... .. . ... ............. ... N 
Aquito ... ..... ...... ...... .......... ........ ... ... .... .. ... ........ NE 
Vulturnus .. ........... ...... .. ..... .. .. ........ .................. EN 
Subsolanus .... .. .. ........ ............... .. ...... ........... .... E 
Eurus .......... .............. ........................ ...... .. ... ... .. ES 
Euroauster ....... ... .. . ... ... .... . ...... .... ...... ..... ......... SE 
Auster ...................... .... ...................................... S 
Austroafiricus .......... .... .. ............. ..................... SW 
Africus ........... ....... ....... ..... ......... ..... ... .......... ..... WS 
Zephyrus .... .. .. .......... ........ .... ... ........ .... ........ . "" W 
Chorus ..... ... ........... ..... ... ..... .. ......... .. ....... .......... WN 
Circius .. ................. .......... .. ... ......... ..... ..... .... .... . NW 

O~---4 

+ 
Chlrt of the Island of Palmos. 5ixtctnth ctnlury. Not~ tht wind 

rosn 10 thlt mlriners could 6nd it by the winds- which thty knrVlo·. 
h WII thelt thlt w~re J.nr described on the c(lmp.ss cardl. 

--- - . - ._ - -----' 

True it is that we have 
advanced a step, so that 

quadrant is also divided into 90 degrees, and this we 
now use more often than the points. Though the car
dinal and quadrantal points should be retained to give 
a general idea of direction, such as .. the Northern 
Hemisphere, a south-w.terly wind" and .. ..,* • .----...1 
there is no good reason why we should not accept the 
hint given us by the modern ' chartographer and use 
only the 360 degree compass for all exact work. 

There is more confusion over East and West than 
anything else in navigation, North and South lending 
their quota to our tribulation, causing the loss of in
numerable miles and many ships. There are also more 
failures to obtain officers' licenses in this and other 
countries through this same confus ion than anything 
else. 

Take one of the implest navigational problems- cor
recting a course for a day's work. You hdve to imagine 
yourself at the center of the compass looking in the 
direction of the course you are correcting. To turn the 
points into degrees, if the course is Northerly, reckon 
tht! number of points it is from North; if Southerly, 
reckon from the S. point, then on the compass card in 
line with the points you will find the corresponding de
grees. Supposing the course was S. W. by W. Y.a W., it 
would be S. S~(j points W., and on referring to the card 
(or multiplying by 11.25) we find that 5Y" points is 
equal to 59· 3' 45". After allowing for leeway you 
have to put N. or S. before it and E. or W. after it. 
Then put down whether it i~ to the right or left of N. 
or S. as the case may be. To apply the deviation and 
variation you have to mark them R. if Easterly and 
L. if Westerly. Then if the error smd the course are 

As things now ~ta nd , even when you have done all 
the work necessary to find a ('orrect cou r. e. it is no 
difficult or unkn own malter t o pass it Qn to the helms-

man or other officer or forthem to rt:ce iH it ta re lesslY 
and steer say S. 17· E. in tead of S. 17 · W.; in fact. 
I know of a ship which was wrecked un the Pacific 
Cuast through just that mistake. Who was to blame 
no IJne kn ew, but the real fault lay in the a rchaic CQm
pa s. ) ha\'e seen four, more or less, simi lar mi!'takes, 
made by the most careful navigators in a two munths' 
\'oyage, luc:kily without serious ('on!'equen('es, exc:ept 
loss uf mileage. .' 

Our ' instrument make rs will !'upply thi form of 
C: Olllpass 4uitkly enough when there is a demand fQr 
them, SQ it is up tv every IJ flker to think th e matter 
out fur h im. elf and damIJr u!ltil he vets t h·m in!'talled 
for hi . ton\'enience and the safety of the. hip. 

1\leanwhile try (,IJnn,rting all the loearings and 
('()ur:<e ' tIJ th e 3GO· plan and l!vplying a ll corrertions 
:-:traight roun d in~h:ild Qf ha\'ing t o bal"k and filL You 
will find it mure ("{'rlain l,nd easy. 

Welcome Aboard 

f'lIembershio in the SOCiety is rapidly aoproaching the THREE 
THOUSAND mark. We would like to pause at this point and 
give thanks to all of those who are responsible for the wonder 
ful growth of the organization. First, of course, are those 
who day in and day out promote the Society, John Elwood, 
Herb Scott, Bill Willmot and in earlier days Dick Johnstone 
Frank Geisel, Bob Schrader and many many more. Of course 
the Founder tried to do his bit too! PRIMARILY however we 
think it was OUR MEMBERS who spread the word, including 
of course our wonderful NET CHOPS and their assistants. 
The part played by CHAPTER DIRECTORS and their officials 
has also been invaluable. Many individual members have 
been outstanding recruiters and they are too numerous to men
tion here. We have a wonderful organization of dedicated 
officers and members. Hanks to each and everyone of you 

for your time and effort. William A. Breniman _ President. 

~ SPA RK S QUA RTE R L Y JOU RNA L IF 8' •••••• rr' ••••• IF JP'uq@,nfumuA\'P'I4''® 1!rupqA\ 1!MltjnmnJJlJvA\ nppppmyoo'!\1p"p"PP'PA\ .,,,. , 
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A'ROUTINE WATCH' 
It was sometime after midnight on Sept
ember 12, 1931, the United Fruit Comp
llily &hip SS SAN HATEO/KDUE was plowing 
southward on her normal run to Panama 
with intermediate stops in Central 
America . The night was clear and calm 
and promised nothing unusual. 
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I "'as 2nd Radio Operator and was working ~ 
the 8PN to 4AN watch, not because I was [ 
2nd but because every watch we ,orked I 
"as different from the last, working 8 l 
hOllrs on and 8 hours off. Most of our . 
traffic was handled on this watch as we ( 
hod no high frequency transmitter. We i 
did have a II.F. receiver with which we l 
copied traffic blind. Anything' out- I 
bound from the ship had to go on "I.F." l 
ttrnnsmitter ant~ thhese werfe ththeilonfg dis- l 

ance propaga 1.on ours or s req- 1 
uency. It promised to be the usual 
routine watch. ~ 

~'e had to copy 2,000 words of pres:; 
daily, among our other duties, and I 
"as busy putting it down as it pOlwed 
out on~hi-frequency"by "AD" at w"N • 
~'hen the "silent period" came around he 
gU\'e the usual "013" and everybody re
laxed. Like eve other operator in the 
fleet I autom 1.cally switched head-
phones to " meters" and reached for a 
cigarette-. This reverie was almost 
inunediately shattered by the loud voice 
of J\SE announcing: SOS Sos S5 COLOMDIA 
AaROUT\'O ON POINT TOSCA AND RJo,;QUESTS 
D~IC;DIATE ASSISTANCE." I didn' know 
"'here the place was but dutifully rushed 
up to the bridge with it. The Hate on 
watch said we were only about 50 miles 
from it and I better wake the Captain, 
which done I returned to the radioroom. 

In a matter of only a few minutes, I 
don't know how he did it so quickly, 
Captain Coburn rushed in with a mess~ge 
for the Captoin of the Colombia which 
ganc our estimated arrival time. 
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600 .eters was "closed down" so to speak ( 
a dead silence other than the occasional l 
crash of static . I had'nt heard the I 
original SOS Rnd wondered if I would ! 
even hear the Colomuia if I called her. 
With the hundreds of ears tuned to that ! 
silence I felt like a soloist stepping 1 
out on stage at Carnegie Hall for the I 
first timer Our transmitter, an RCA ET- I 
3626-0 was still tuned up on 600 from I 
last use so all I had to do was punch ! 
the start button, switch to "ICW" and /' 
when the whine of the motor generator 

__ r ... e!"a_c_h_e_d_ f_u_l_l.....;P;..1._· t_c_h_a_l_m_o_s_t_ 1._· nu_"e_d_i_a_t_e_l..;Y~_ ( 
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"SIIi" {ItId Sail 
by Pacific Mail" 

Go East or West by Sea 
Visit Mexico, Guatemala. Salvador. Panama Canal, Havana 
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The IWW 11,' luxe 1';\""C'II s,:t r :\1111 ' ·XI1f'· .... . (r'·i,.::h t ,,'n ' icc of th,' I'actlic ~ I :HI t 
~h· :'I m .. hil' ( ' IIIHI':'Iny b,' , ""(",,, :,:\ n FranCI"co. I.us .\ ns,:rh.· .. :u u.1 ~ ,"'w Yurk I 
, .. a If:'ln" ol'l'ununi l ), o f 1It· \ , .... r ' \·lItli nJ.: tII h · n,.· .. t :lIhl .'eli.:ht. 

igh t ' l' l,\· itl/o: .. 1111'''' a t p ic l lln· ... (IUt· ) 1 :m7.:llIlllo, ) I('xico: !'an .I n"l l · ,1(' t ;11 :11\', } 
mala : . \ C:1jUII :1 :md 1.:'\ I.du' f t :lli. ~:II\':'Ulor : Cri tnhal :,,141 Halhua. l '311al ( 
Z Olil' : ll a \';tn:l. ( ' U":I 11-::, .. ,1111111111, : 1::.IIIIII"f(, ;111,1 :'\ nrfolk . ; 

Nert sailing from San Francisco March 15;; from Los '(' 
Angdes March 17; from N ew Yor~ March ". and 1 
about eller.\l 18 da.\ls thereafter. l 

.\II HIt·rll .\ U1\·n .. :all 1\\ 1II , .. crt.·\\ .. hi," ··t ·llltlllll.b . ·· .. 1':('\1:'1.1 ..... " " \ ' "'I"""tl:'l " 1 
;1I1t1 " ~ :'IlI l a . \ lIa ," (' .. , . ,,·.,.'i :'lll~ .1,,· .. ij.!u ,,·.1 fllr Trlll'l"'al ""nie,·. I),,' I"xc .. ni h ' ''. t 
1I IIIIH, lik\· .. 1:11\·1'IIHn". Ekclrlc fa ll ill " " 'ry "':11 .. 11 . Ike" .. "uri ... lIl u:-ic . ] 
:-'0\\ Hllillill~ 1;lIIk . .\I on· lh:'lll iJ \·' ·:Ir .. · t , pt·ri t·lIet· ill ,,1,::, .. illJ.,: 1':l .... l·I1I.:'·r" t 
111:1"\'" Pal·. lie .\Iail cui .. inc :, .Idi~hl. F :lft· ... 'i,"1 "":, ..... $~iO :111.1 $,100. t 

P anama Service - ~3i hnJ:o;; :,bu\l1 '· \· .. · r~· .!.! .Ia\· - - l.t·I"" ·' ·1I . i\n • 
F r:IIICI"CU, I." .. ,\ lI gd~ • ).I txico. t"',u ra l .\ lnt·nc:. :\1111 ':"':'11 Zone , 

For \'0111"1 \·,,, in rorm:llinn :'Il'l'ly 10 11\':11',' ''1 " :Icific .\!:t il : 

~~.~ .~ ~'I:~Y ~'~'~l~ ' .. ~r;' ~~~'~'~ i~I ~"~1 :~ •. ~ . ~ 
SOB Californ ia St .. S03 SO. Spri ng St. . INO.wH.y"OovrkU Square , i. 
San Francisco. Cal. L os Anetlu , Cal. 

~------------------------- { , 

By - Dalton J.Bergstedt 522-P 

I gingerly called the ship and hoped 
for the best. My fears were relieved 
as he instantly came back, not a strong 
signal but easily workable. I gave him 
the Captains message which he acknowled
ged, then sat back comtemplating the 
blank vacuum of 600 meters, so unusual. 

In a few minutes the Colombia was back 
with traffic to relay to KSE, a message 
to the owners, plus several others which 
I passed to KSE. We then started to 
"sit it out" keeping in touch with each 
other at frequent intervals to be sure 
we had contact. The operator told me 
that they were listing heavily, that 
there was no power, he was on emergency 
bettery power and transmitter and all 
that were left on board were the Captain, 
Chief Engineer and the two Operators. 

I don't know how long thi s went Oil but 
K5!!: and KUK as well a s KI'II nno I\FS were 
getting allxious to t art hllll.dling traffic 
again and KSE asked me if they could re-
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sume. I cons ul ted wi th the Colomuia and l 
we both decided ,,'e were in sufficient . 
conmunications capability so gave the word ' 
and KSE quickly announced a traffic list, t 
it was like life suddenly being born again 1 
the aif hecame active again on the Pacific 1 
side mId under it all the Atlantic boys, i 
WAX,WSL,WCC, etc. could be faintly heard l 
again. For us on the ship there wasn't . 
much to do but wait. { 

. 1 
However that didn't mean that there was no I 
activity, the engine room had coaxed a 1 
few mor'e RI'W s out of our triple expansion i 
engine and we were most likely " hurtling" : 
along at 14 or 15 knots. The Captain had l 
alerted the Chief Steward to the si tuation l 
and the whole stewards department were l 
breaking food out of stores and getting 1 
ready to receive passengers, the galley l: 
was fired up and preparation for hot food . 
was underway. ~ 

l 
Up to this time I hnd'nt even thought of ! 
calling Chief Operator Chris lIaga, (where i 
are you now Chris?) but when realization I 
arrived and considering the situation that 1 
he is going to need all the sleep he can \ 
get nnd even if I was relieved sleep would l 
be impossible. lIo,,'ever it "'as not long I 
after 4 AN when either the increa cd tempo i 
of the engine or the built in mental tele- t 
pathy took place and Chris was standing l 
in the doorway between radioroom and sleep . 
quarters in his pajamas and asked, "What ~ 
in Hell is going on?' He was pretty dist- ~ 
urbed when I explained the situation and ! 
had not called him earlier but by the time 1 
he was dressed I had the aroma of freshly . 
brewed coffee floating in the radioroom ( 
and in this pleasant atmosphere, clutch- ~ 

tance that turned out to ' be flashlights 
from lifeboats. Captain Coburn proceded 
cautiously to the nearest and it vaa just 
as the first faint traces of da.ylllbt 
were illuminating the blackness that we 
stopped engines and drifted in the dir- . 
ection of the first lifeboat. It was 
filled with Chinese men, all fully dress
ed as if for the occasion at hand and in 
command of one of the officers of the . 
Colombia. We threw a jacobs ladder over 
our port side and they came alongside. 
There was quite a swell running and as 
they came close their boat smashed 
against our steel hull so hard it could 
be felt up on deck. The first Chinese 
man to try to make the jacobs ladder, 
and safety, did not appreciate the cond
itions and made a wild leapt missing 
the ladder and fell in the water between 
the boat and our steel sides, he obvi
ously couldn't swim for if he did he 
would have dived under the small boat 
and come up on the other Side, instead 
he just wildly flailed water as his com
rades attempted to pull him back into 
the boat. The next swell was attempt-
ing to smash the boat against our sides 
as the previous one had done, but the 
officer in charge of the boat braced 
himself and with a long boathook against 
our side. TIle long shaft bent as an 
archers bow as the force of the water 
tended to drive the boat against our ship . 
but the mans strength and endurance held 
and the man struggling in the water was 
pulled safely into the boat. I doubt if 
this Chinese man ever knew that he owed 
his life to that Officer. 

'Jhe reaainins .. n pt aboard wi. th no pro
blems, w~ took the litefoat in tow and"
gently moved toward the next ones which 
were rowing in our direction by that time 
Instead of a jacobs ladder a gangway was 
lowered to the water on our starboard 
s ide and one of our crew was stationed at 
the bottom to assist each person out of 
their boat, hanging on with one hand and 
helping with the other. The youngest was 
a 3 month old baby which he grasped in 
both hand . and carried up to our deck, 
the oldest was a lady of 70, all moved 
safely. The boat with the baby had had 
the company of a 15 foot shark all night 
and I swear as the baby was passed across 
the shark swam by looking upl 

We collected all of the passengers and 
crew from the boats, 234 of them with
out a single fatality or injury, string
ing each lifeboat behind as we emptied 
it, I don't know why but assumed our 
Captain intended to salvage them. 

About this time, Chris who was on watch 
got an urgent message from Captain Oaks 
on the Colombia stating that the ship 
was sliding off the reef and to please 
send aid quickly. Captain Coburn put our 
ship full speed ahead, abandoning the 
lifeboats and headed north. The life
boats had drifted south during the night 
to the area where we had picked them up • 

ing a mug of it in one hand and his ( 
first smoke in the other he was filled ! ~--.,~ 
in on the details. . ~ 

Being off watch I could now roam the ship' 
and it was not long after this that we 
approached the area where our navigation 
said we should find the Colombia, it was 
still too dark to see a ship but we did 
see faint light flickering in the dis-
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( CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 ) 
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R . P . "Phi I" MIDDLEBROOK 1783-SGP 
"Extra- cu rri cular activity outside the 
radio shack on the SS W .M. Burton" 

"Jock" Maclaren 1111-SGP i n radio shack 
aboa rd the Delta M exico ( 1978) . Si tar data 
t erm inal behind me, says Jock . 

HUGH H . McFARLANE (L) Operator on the SS 
Perry L . Smithers also Nushigak Cannery. At 
r ight pix operator bound fo r Naknek cannery . 

• picture 
page 

SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS 

JACK BIN~S EDITION ~ 

Wm.F. "Bill" CHOAT 1490-SGP 
Aboard CGS ARCTIC/VDM at start 
of trip taking them to 680 mi les of 
the North Pole. Quebec City 1924. 

HENRY W. DICKOW (L) S-SGP-3 
(S K) 4-17- 71 . Publisher "Radio" 
Left legacy of many years journalistic 
work to the Society. 
EARL WOHLE R (Commodore) 4-SGP 
Taken during visit of "Hank" to his 
home in Sebastopol. 

I 

RADIO GANG ON USS ilARBLEREAD/NGK, F=eb. 16 1918 
L/R S tand i ng: York, 'Doc"Berglund, Manning 
Middle row: Hel wig, Stolberg, Hamilton 
Front: Eklund, Ralph Hazleton ( 11-SGP) Bennett. Picture 
was taken at "Cerros Island" 

JAMES HARVEY BROWN Chief Radio Officer 
of the SS Ecuador!WBN - Pacific Mail 1925. (Ji"';; 
had reached the ripe old age of 19 years! !) 
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ARNOLD R. GILMORE 2776-V 

R/O on 5S African Pilot circa 
1954. ORO US East Coast to 
West Africa. 

GEORGE P. HONOLD W9GI 883-SGP 
Cuyamel Fruit 1924, SS CUYAMAPA 
Call 'VD" (of all things) I ORO NYC 
Cuba/Honduras/N i caragua 

SYDNEY BALCOM at right and 
A. J. "Tony" SPATAFORE 434-SGP(L) 
aboard the SS SONOMA/WHN 1917 

ROBERT J . (Bob ) FETZER 2674- V R/O in shack 
S5 CHINA BEAR circa 1966. The China Bear and 
Philippine Bear were best radio equipped ships, Pgr. 
or freight ever built by US . Bill Nations of PFEL was 
responsible for f ine gear . Note the large 1KW RCA 
ET-8063 SSB/CW Xmtr. RTTY is between the TIMES 
WX FAX Machine and MRT coke box. Antenna patch 
Jumpers 1st panel at corner left. RTTY TU is next and 
over to r ight above 3 Collins Rcvrs is the Times Facsimi li 
converter. Below RTTY TU is Rcr antenna patch board. 

HARRY J . WALSH 2748- P 

SO YOU'RE ABERNATHY! 

SOWHAT? 

SO OUIT AIMING THAT CANNON AT ME 

Member Walsh sitting at operating position of the SS Western States - WTCA 
at Great Lakes Dossin Marine Museum, Belle Isle, M ich . Receivi ng equ ipment 
pictured: IP-501A; IP 503, plus 4" Speaker and W.E. 1912 heads et. XMTG: 
ET-8003 w/Control box, Battery Charging Panel etc. Harry sailed on the SS . 
CONNEAUT /WADV from 1932-1940 on the Great Lakes. 
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The Princess Sophia rests solidly aground on Vanderbilt Reef shortly before going to her doom with all 
J4J people aboard. in October 1918. 

THE 
PRINCESS SOPHIA 

REVlSll 'E:D StorybyNancy Barr 
ALASKA magazine July 1976 
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T: he grounding of the Princess ~ At 2: 15 a.m. that Thursday, word was ~ 
Sophia was of local interest in 1 received in luneau that the Princess I 

Juneau. On board was at least one 1 Sophia had gone aground in a heavy / 
town resident. and others were waiting ~ snowstorm. Capt. 1.P. Locke indicated ~ 
to board to go south for the winter. But {1 in his wireless message that the vessel [ 
1918 was a troubled time. and even in was not badly damaged and that 1 

Private A. W. McQueen. Signal 
Corps. used part of the time on 
Vanderbilt Reef to write his mother 
about his t ravels, perhaps the best 
portrayal of the Prince .. Sophia'8 last 
voyage. 

In the Lynn Canal off Skagway 
10·25-18 

Dear Mama: 
The man who wrote "On a Slow 

Train Through Arkansas" could write 
a t rue story of a "Slow Trip Through 
Alaska" if he had been with a party of 
a few soldiers. We were sure making a 
slow trip. We were on a government 
steamer from Fort Gibbon to White
horse and had no pilot who knew the 
r iver. so had to tie up nights. and at 
that got stuck on six sand bars. We 
were 19 days on that ll-day trip up 
the Yukon. 

Then at Skagway the stampede of 
people out of the Interior had got 
ahead of us and we had to miss three 
boats and only got on this one by good 
luck. Now, this ship, the Prin.ce .. 
SopAitJ. is on a rock and when we can 
get away is a question. 

It's storming now, about a 5O-mi1e 
wind. and we can only see a couple of 
hundred yards on account of the snow 
and spray. At 3 a.m. yesterday she 
struck a rock submerged at high tide. 
and for a while there was some 
excitement, but no panic. Two women 
fainted and one of them got herself 
into a black evening dress and didn't 
worry over who saw her putting it on. 
Some of the men. too. kept life 
preservers on for an hour or so and 
seemed to think there was no chance 
for us. But we passed through the first 
real danger point at high tide at 6 
a.m .• when it was thought she might 
pound her bottom out on t he rocks and 

luneau the big headlines in the Alaska ~ everyone was safe. The ship was ITOt l 
Daily Empire and the Daily Alaska [ taking on water and the captain 1 1 
Dispatch on October 24 concerned the 1 expected that he could be gotten off 1 2 p.m. At that time, her captain wired l 
war in Europe. Within 48 hours, l the reef at high tide that afternoon. l the Sophia saying that if there were l 
however. the story of the Princess l Nevertheless. he requested that boats be 1 nothing he could do. the Cedar would l 
Sophia had for Alaskans temporarily { sent to take off her passengers. Six 1 depart for her anchorage because of the l 
eclipsed news of World War I. The ~ boats were dispatched. and the ship's 1 wind. Captain Locke replied that there 1 
Sophia had sunk on Vanderbilt Reef l agent in luneau wired for a replacement [ was indeed nothing to be done. and if ~ 
and all 343 passengers and crew were vessel to take the passengers south. The l there were any need. he would can the 
lost. The tragedy took more lives than agent thought it likely that the Princess l Cedar. . _ ' . 
any other shipwreck ever has along the 1 Alice would be sent. 1 Less than 3 hours later, at 4:50 p.m.. 1 
we t coast of North America. l When the boats that had been 1 the men of the Cedar heard the first [ 

Vanderbilt Reef is 30 miles northwest l dispatched to aid the Sophia arrived at 1 SOS- a request that the Cedar come ! 
of luneau in Lynn Canal. a long, deep l Vanderbilt Reef. the snowstorm had 1 because "we are foundering." The 
waterway that forms the northernmost l moderated slightly. According to the 1 Cedar immediately headed for the reef 
part of the Inside Passage between 1 U.S. Weather Bureau, the barometer . but shortly returned to her anchorage. 
Seattle and Skagway. The canal is 1 rose steadily all that day. Thus it was ~ Her captain explained to those aboard l 
protected from oceanic conditions by 1 reasonable for Captain LOCke to \ the King and Winge, anchored nearby, 1 
the high mountains of the Chilkat [ anticipate better weather. [that the snow was so thick and the [ 
Peninsula to the west, but autumn 1 The wind was still too high to permit a 1 storm so bad that he had been unable to ~ 
winds blowing' down the north-south l clo e approach when the Estebeth l find the Sophia and felt lucky to have [ 
channel may hold steady at 30 to 50 1 arrived at the reef on Thursday l gotten safely back to the lee of l 
knots. with gusts to 70. The severity of l morning at 10:20. Therefore, she tied l Benjamin Island. The radio operator on l 
the winds and of the seas that build as a l up to the marker buoy about 500 feet l the Cedar maintained contact. The last l 
consequence make the area one which l south of the Sophia. A skiff was l message came at 5:20: "For God's sake. l 

eve.rybody settled down to wait for 
help. We had three tugboats here in 
the afternoon. but the weather was 
too rough to transfer any passengers. 
The most critical time. nobody but the 
ship's o(ficers. we soldiers and a few 
sailors amonjpt the crew and passen· 
gers were told of it, was at low tide at 
noon when the captain and chief 
officer figured she was caught on the 
starboard bow and would hang there 
while she settled on the port side and 
astern. They were afraid she would 
turn turtle. but the bow pounded 
around and slipped until she settled 
into a groove, well supported forward 
on both sides. The wind and the sea 
hom behind pounded and pushed her 
until she is now, 30 hours after, on the 
rock clear back to the middle and we 
can't get off. 

She is a double-bottom boat and her 
inner hull is not penetrated. so here 
we stick. She pounds some on a rising 
t ide and it is slow writing. but our only 
inconvenience is, so far. lack of water. 
The main steam pipe got twisted off 
and we were without lights last night. 
and have run out of soft sugar. But the 
pipe is fIXed so we are getting heat 
and lights now, and we still have lump 
sugar and water for drinking. 

A lighthouse tender, big enough to 
hold all the 400 passengers. and one 
big launch are standing by. And as 
this storm quits we will be taken off 
and make another lap to Juneau. I 
suppose after 3 or 4 days there, we can 
go to Seattle, after I reckon we will be 
quarantined, as there are six eases of 
influenza aboard. The decks are all icy. 
and this wreck has all the marks of a 
movie stage setting. All we lack is the 
hero and the vampire. I am going to 
quit, and see if I can rustle a bucket 
and a line to get some sea water to 
wash in. We are mighty lucky we were 
not all buried in the sea water. 

Lovingly. Auris 

The weather remained ~vere through 
the night. forcing the rescue vessels to 
remain at anchor. By da'Wn both the 
Cedar and the King and Winge were 
under way. but .they made slow progress 
because of heavy headwinds. What 
daylight revealed left -bot.}l _crews 
awaiowa4ed Tbe CeJ4rs radio opera· 
tor sent the message to Juneau: " Driven 
over reef during the night. Only masts 
showing. No survivors. Will cruise Lynn 
Canal to leeward .. . . King and Winge 
assisting." 

All boats in the area cruised the 
waters and searched nearby beaches for 
possible survivors. None were found. 

In the week that followed. nearly 200 
bodies were recovered along Lynn 
Canal. Some had been carried as much 
as 30 miles south. The Princess Alici 
fulfilled her mission, but in sorrow. 

must be approached with respect in the 1 launched. but the wind was too strong 1 come! We are sinking'" 1 
WI. t ~dt~M~~~d~~rnbrl~ t :. =~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~=~~~~~~~~~~= The reef. although well marked today. l the Estebeth. At 3:30 that afternoon. a l 
was treacherous early in this century-a lifeboat loaded with men was launched l 
pinnacle jutting up in the middle of the 1 from the Sophia, and the Estebeth l 
canal . its top exposed at low tide but l moved closer to meet it. However. the 1 
completely concealed at high water. l launch was called back. Captain Locke l 
Deep water runs to the reef's flanks on t hailed the captain of the Estebeth and l 
all sides. The night the Princess Sophia ~ assured him that the Sophia was resting l 
went aground. only an unlighted can [ securely on the reef. He asked that the 1 
buoy south of the pinnacle marked the 1 rescue boats stand by until the wind 
reef. On a stormy night, before radar. l subsided. The Estebeth anchored about 1 
the buoy might just as well not have a 20-minute run away. During the 1 
existed for all the warning it could offer 1 night. other rescue boats departed or l 
a vessel coming from the north. 1 arrived; there were always lights of at l 

The Princess Sophia carried people l least four visible near the Sophia. { 
and freight to and from Skagway at the l One of the boats to arrive that night 1 
head of Lynn Canal. starting point for l was the lighthouse tender Cedar, which 1 
the overland trip to Alaska's Interior l coincidentally had aboard her a new l 
and to Yukon Territory. A 245-foot l light buoy to replace the old unlighted l 
vessel. the Sophia was built in Glasgow. 1 can buoy marking Vanderbilt Reef. The 
Scotland, in 1912. On her fatal voyage l Cedar arrived about 10:30 p.m .• cruised 1 
sou thbound from Skagway. she carried l in the vicinity of the Sophia for an hour. l 
268 passengers: 218 men. 33 women. 17 1 then left to anchor behind a nearby l 
children and a crew of 75. Among the [ i land. The captain of the Cedar ~ 
passengers were gold miners. business- l learned by wireless of Captain Locke's [ 
men, farmers and a number of officers 1 confidence in his ship and of the l 
and crewmen from teamers that plied l concern for the safety of his passengers 1 
the Yukon River, which had just frozen l which had dis uaded him from trans- t 
orerfurilie~nter . OnbM~alro~re l ~~ngt~mwh~t~~aswere~avy. l-------------------------------------
24 horses and 5 tons of freight. 1 The Cedar returned about daylight on 1 

________________________________ ~ __ ~F~ri~d~a~y~a~n~d~c~r~u~is~e~d~n~e~a~r~bv~u~n~ti~l ~a~b~o~u~t l Coaslal Liner "PRINCESS SOPHIA" of the Canadian Pacific R . A . Fleet, 
ci rca 1916 in regular ser~ice along the CarK.d 'an-Alaskan ports . Call was 
VFI. 50S brought 3 ships but Captain re fused help, bel i eving Company 
ship Princess Al ice would soon a rrive and remove everyone , saving the 
l i ne much expense in hotel bills and ol her cost s . However, ship s l ipped 
o ff the reef dur ing the night taking 398 to thei r death in the cold c ruel 
waters of Ihe Lynn Canal . like the Titanic however, Ihe sinki ng of t he 
Princ ess Soohia brought action in providing navi at iona l ai ds , buoys, bea
cons and li ghts that sh ipping i nterest s had sought for years. We do nol 
have t"'e name of the vel iant rad io operator of "VFI" who stuck to h i s key 
through the terrible ordeal, bringing hel p w hi ch due to i nc reasing w ind 
eM WAV"''' , nrAVAntAd tho roscue of ell hands . 

Reprinted b y permissi on from A LASKA M AGAZINE ( Issue o f 
July 1976) through arrangements by Aobert E . Brown -2403- M 
whose stories elso eppesr in this fine publicetion. His s tory 
on the "Breaking of the Chief Washakie" wi II appear in an earl y 
issue of Ihe Journal. Thanks to Alaska Magazine, elso to Ihe 
A laska Division on Stele libraries and to Joe D. Williamson 
( Marine Pholo Shop 265 Shannon Drive SE, Winslow , WA for 
furnishing and permission to use pholographs used . ') 

l 
l 
l 
1 
1 
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A talk with a man who 
sailed the seven seas 

by Carmel Finley 

" We shipped out of Hong Kong with a 
cargo of rice for Cuba ..... 

"Five of us went ashore in Guay
mos ... " 

"I'd had the 'flu' coming out of 
Bangkok and when we put in at Yoka-
haJna ..... 

Talk with a man who has worked on 
the sea flows like that, names and 
places and more names, boats that are 
no longer and a world that in some ways 
e:dsts no more. 

Ralph Hazleton went to sea in 1917 
and again in 1967, both times as a radio 
~r 'Sparks,' as radiomen are 
caned. In between he learned to fly 
was an air traffic controller, lived all 
aver the United States and retired to 
Uncoln City. From an upstairs window 
~ his Ebb Street home, be look.s out 
aver the sea and whiles away some of 
the hours with his ham radio set, per
haps in much the same way be first 
started experimenting with radios 
when he was l2 years old 

He'll be 80 in April and radios be 
chanlled a lot. 

hunt deer. 
" They issued us some rifles and we 

walked and walked and walked; didn't 
see anything alive. We ran out of water 
and headed for this farm when we 
heard this guy yelling a us-he was a 
Mexican army officer and he had a 
Mauser trained on us. 

" He teld us to lay down our anns but 
we couldn't understand hin\-we finally 
got the message and tried to tell him we 
just wanted some water. But he insisted 
on taking us to the commandant and 
they locked us up for a week." 

At the time Mexico was a neutral 
country and Hazleton and his party 
were violatmg that neutrality because 
they were armed. 

" The captain moved the ship into the 
harbor at Guaymos and he'd come 
ashore every day to talk to the com
mandant. They finally let us go and we 
took off for Peru." 

He left the Navy in 1919 and shipped 
out of PorUand on small freighters 
making coastal runs. " We carried ev
erything-general cargo, lwnber, grain, 
Dour." 

"When I told the captain it had been 35 years 

since I was on a hiD. I thoUllht 

he wa going to go nuts." 

He made some longer voyages u well 
and one he remembers was to Cork 
Island, part of Ireland. 

VIce job with the aeronautics admini
stration. The job took him allover the 
western states and he raised three 
children. He was in Idaho when he got 
his private pilot's license at the age ci 
52. 

" In 1955 Dana said, 'Let 's go to Alas
ka.' I was against it at first but I kept 
thinking about it, so I applied to g~ I 
wanted isolation, no city duty. 

"They sent me to Moses Point, that's 

by Nome, near Siberia. Then I went to 
Nenama, that's near Fairbanks. I was 
station manager and I retired out ci 
Alaska. That was 15 years ago." 

Retirement didn't last very long. In 
1967 the U.S. was becoming embroiled 
in 'the Vietnam war. 

" It reached the point where the U.s. 
could not sall cargo ships because of a 
lack of radio operators. The ships were 
tied to the docks. So I called the ra!Ho 
cificers' union in Oakland and told 

them I used to have a commercial 
license." 

The union told him to get the license 
renewed, got his security clearance 
from the co8st Guard and told him his 
ship would be leaving Charleston, S.C. 
in 24 hours' time. 

"I was a retread-that's what they 
called us," Hazleton said. "They hired 
us because there was nobody else. I 
made five trios." 

Hazletoo was 17 ~ he joined the 
Naval MilitiA as a professional radio 
operator. When the United States en
t.ere4 World War I in 1917, he was 
mustered into the navy. He spent the 
first five months on the USS Oregon 
batUeship and finished the war on the 
USS Marblehead. 

" I was radio man on the Marblehead 
and we were cruising south-Mexico, 
Central America-looking for German 
ra.idtrs. If wt: ct..lim.;ed a oJl:P .. r.<1:.he 

" The Irish were fighting a war of 
independence. The island was under 
marshall law and British patrols were 
in the streets every night. We were at a 
pub at the head of the dock and heading 
back to the slup when the third assis.
tant engineer was shot in the chest. 

"Everybody was frightened to death 
&0 leave the ship. We got out a boUle m 
wIliIIley aM ,...,.... that uu him Ud1l 
he couldn't feel the pain. but it was 
daylight before we dared to go out for a 
doctor." 

"Spark" 
Ralph Hazleton spends part of each day with his radios, talking to friends 
all over the world. He has been interested in radios since he was a child. 
(Staff photo) 

..... ~ .Ii&.a.. ..nil an 
eight-fncll cannon, mounted on the 
deck, " Hazleton recalled. 

" We'd been down there three months 
and it was hotter than heck and every
body was tired, so we put in at Guay
mos, in Mexico, east of La Paz on the 
majnland. Five of us went ashore to 

He kept sailing until 1931, when he 
married his wife, Dana, in PorUand. 
The Depression was coming, wages 
were low and he applied for a civil ser-

e~ed ~~ Q.f .!be News G~ard, Lincoln 
C i ty, Oregon i n a l:eaut i ful setting on the Coast. Our 
member Ralph ( 1.1 - SGP boarded the USS M a rble
head/NGK as his f i r s t assignment in 1915 . He is one 
of the Societ y ' s earl iest Chart er M embers . Call v ia 
amateur radio __ K7AG _ Thanks to author Carm e l 
Finley for a deliohtful a rt icle _ 

There was some evidence of what had 
happened. The rocks on which the 
Sophia had rested were worn "smooth 
as a silver dollar" and were white from 
being ground under the keel. Several 
steel plates from the ship's bow were 
found curled up and lying on the reef. It 
was beli.:ved that the wind quartering 
on the ship's stern had swung her 
around slowly. her bow being the 
pivotal point. In time. the bow swung 
free of the rocks. and the \'essel 
probably sank as water rushed into 
holes that had been tom in the forward 
section . An extensive oil slick was 
further testimony to the breaking up of 
the ship. for her oil supply was carried 
between her two hulls. At the time. 
some observers theorized that the 
inrush of cold water might have caused 
the ship's boiler to explode. thus 
rupturing airtight tanks that would 
otherwise have kept her "oating. 

It was apparent that there was some 
warning. Most. if not all. of the bodies 
recovered were fully dressed and wore 
coats or other heavy outer garments. 
Many also wore life preservers. People 
had gathered their valuables- jewelry. 
money. personal papers. Life rafts had 
been launched. but there was no way to 
survive the wild storm conditions and 
icy water. 

Within a week . a salvage vessel. the 
Salvor Tee. was at the scene. Explora
tion led her officers to believe that the 
S()phiu was "hopeless junk" and not 
worth trying to reclaim . Salvage 
operations were limited to an attempt to 
recover any remaining bodies and the 
valuables from the purser's office. 

i From time to time. Juneau divers 
I revisit the Sophia. They have recovered 
l interesting reminders of her time. 
; including glass light shades. poker 
i_ chips. medicine bottles. snuff bottles 
, and chamber pots. Pieces of harness 
! and horse bones have survivecl Ih .. 
; \·tars. One of the morc intriguing 
I ~,rticles is a door IOl'k with part of the 
1 wooden door still attached . Wood in 
l salt watcr u ually ' has a short life 
1 because of marine borers. Whether 
i protected by oil from the lock or from 
I hundrcds of hands, the part of the door 
t by the lock survived. In the lock is a 

I

I key. and above the lock the scar where 
l the plate bearing the stateroom number 

must have bcen. 
; Exploring deeper into the wreckage 
, recently. a diver rccovered part of a 
{ human skull and three oil running 
~ lights. The lights are about 20 inches 
{ high and arc similar to those still 
; carried as emergency lamps on many 
;. vcssels. except for the words r khcd on 

the chimneys: "Made in Pru~sia." 
! A fine slimmer day's fishing not long 
; ago reminded one di\'er and photog-
l rapher of the Sophia 's existence. Bill 
l Heard and his son Mike had bcen 
; :rolling in the area and had n(lticed that l at one spot 1hey {"on~istently either 
! callght rockfish or snagged their lines. 
i On one pass. Mike's gear required a 
l good bit of tugging hcf re coming free . 
; When he reeled in . his hait was gone. 
;.. but in it s place was one of the large 

white sea anemones common IIff 
i Southeastern Alaska . He renHl\ed il 
t from the hook and let it drop illl l' thl' 
; boat. L:lter. Bill found f1 akc., "I I'a III I l ane! rust on the ha e of t ht· a Ill ' Ill· Inc 

,l .lnd suspcl' ted illlm('cti ateh tt ;,, ' II had 
been plucked from the " reckage of the 

; Sup"ia. Two ytars passed hefore he was 
, finally able to relurn. hringing with him . \ 

tlve otner (J1\'e rs eager 10 rcacn Ine 
IInken ship . What they found bore 

lillie re~tmhl an ('e \(1 the vessellhat had 
foundered 53 vcars earlier. 

The Sophia i ~ a jag~ed. white mound 
on the bottom. Virtually no part has 
escaped the attachnH!nt of the large sea 
anemone. Mt.'lridiulII 5t.'IIile. The effect 
is ccrie - thousands of white anemunes 
sl wly and silcntly ex tending then 
l'ontracting their tent acles. swceping 
the water for the tiny bits of food on 
which they live. 

BCl'a use of the dense co\'ering of 
anemone and the broken and twi ted 
nllldi tion of the hulk . the lines of the 
ship are so indistinct that it was only 
afttr many trips to the reef that Bill and 
the other divers agreed on what they 
were eeing. The Sophia lies on her side. 
gradually settling into the bottom. with 
her bow in about 60 feet of water and 
her stern at ahout 100 feet. Hull plates 
lie twisted and broken. pieces of her 
masts and superstructure are strewn 
ahout. there are gaping holes in her 
sides- all testimony to her la~t violcnt 
moment s and year~ '()f ~lll" Ill-cay . 0 

He was nearly 70. 
" I hadn 't been on a ship in 35 yean. I 

was praying someone would be there to 
give me some pointers-radios didn't 
even have tubes when I left and there 
was all this stuff like VHF's-but he (the 
radio operator) left the ship the minute 
they dropped shore and I was on my 
own. 

" When I told the captain it had been 
35 years since I was 00 a ship, I thought 
he was going to go nuts." 

It was on his second trip that he had 
the 'flu . 

" I'd had the 'flu coming out fi 
Bangkok and when we put in at YoIta.. 
hama I told the captain I had to see a 
doctor. He said not to worry and he 
wouldn't let me go ashore. We left for 
San Francisco the next day, a nonstop 
trip, and I stayed in bed. 

" The captain began to get worried 
and finally he said, " Sparks, can you 
send a couple of messages for me? I'm 
going to tum around and take you back 
to Japan." 

He was the only English-speaking 
person in the hospital. 

" The Japanese nurses were in and 
out with English dictionaries all day. 
They'd come in at lunch and sit on the 
bed and talk English and try to teach 
me Japanese." 

" They hired us because 

there was nobody else. " 

His last ship left PorUand with a load 
of wheat, bound for India. The ship re
fueled in Durban, South Africa and set 
off for TexaS. 

"Texas was the end of the voyage, so 
I'd made it around the world," Hazleton 
satd. "Then I decided to quit for good
but you know, the money was fabulous 
and those salaries are killing the mer
chant marine ." 

He confines his ship activity these 
days to going out on charter boats after 
salmon. 

"And I do a lot of beachcombing. I 
listen to the ham set every day and keep 
in touch with some other guys my age. 
I'll be 80 in April but I haven't got any 
stiff joints." 

~IQQQJ?P.!~ (9)~~~.lJ~Jl~B\!9lJ..!2'JH~MM~ 
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"WP," SOME HISTORICAL ',CTUIlES 

OF THE LEGENDAIl' STAT/fiN BY THE GOLDEN GATE 

From the Collection of 

Marlo G. 'AB' Abernathy 1610-SGP 

(A) Yerba Buena Island (Goat H i ll) in San Francisco Bay. 
View East from S.F. Ferry Building Tower. Island had light 
house in white area at south end to guide boats clear, in 
Frisco's fog. M.G. Abernathy Photo Collection. 

(B) U.S. NAVY STATION "NPG" 
Barrage loop antennas, beamed on the "Great Circle Route" 
to NPM and NPO. 

(C) Bui Idings from L to R: 
Telephone receiver/transmitter; Shortwave transmitter; 
RDF bui Iding. 

(D) A rea at lower I eft edge is now the east mouth of the 
Bay Bridge Tunnel, was a tent area but later converted to 
'Grinder' (Dri II Field). Tower in dead center was atop the 
barracks building - used as signal tower. Telephoto from 
East hilltop. 

(E) Barracks and mess hall on left. Center bui Iding, 
Offices of OiC, District R/O, Pacific Comm. Offr., 
Work shops, Officer's rec. and sleep rooms. RIGHT HAND 
bui Iding, main operating area (penthouse shields Kolster 
RDF antenna mechanism re-wound for use with barrage 
antennas. 

(F) View from Ferry Building via 8 Diopter telephoto lens. 
Tents on hi IIside were part of 'boot camp' for sick, lame 
or lazy or contagious. Streak up center of island is Com
munication and 12 KV power cables. 
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NPG- SAN FRANCISCO 

(G) GOAT ISLAND, view to west from East Hill. Radio 
station crowns high spot. A road led downhi II to the north 
(behind the hill) coming out near Comdt's house at right 
border. Building area and tents half-way down hill was the 
quarantine training area. The present tunnel comes through 
halfway between the two large buildings of the quarantine 
area (where the grinder was). The close area was the hold
ing camp for trained men awaiting transfer to ships and to 
schools ( This training station was abandoned on 23 June 
1923 -- everything moved to San Diego. 

(H) BOOTH "C". Used mostly on NPL and NPC circuits. 
(No Baldwin phones (cans) for this Op. 

(I) RECEIVING BOOTH #6. SE 143 Receiver, Detector box 
and 2-stage AF amplifier. Good old #5 Underwood and TWO 
pairs of Baldwin mica-deaphragm headphones I (Operator 
apparently rich enough to afford two Baldwins, but not back 
on his chair). 

(J-K ) TELEGRAPHONE RECEIVER for copying NPO or 
NPM at high speed d.Jring c1eer air and transcribing d.Jring 
bad peri ods at lower speed. Condenser and loops on top of 
SE 143 plus coils in spare SE 143 are used to load the rec
eiver with the detector box and audio box down to NPO and 
NSS VLF arcs. Signals from this 'contraption' were 
fed to the magnetizing coils in the heads of the Poulsen 
wire recorders (K). One could be recording and the other 
playing back a pre-recorded wire. The fine wire was not 
only pulled across onto a ree~, it was also pushed off the 
blank reel -- if the wire broke one had wire by the mile all 
over the place. Thus the double-screen covered switch 
bank was for protection. 

(L) SHORT WAVE TRANSMITTER unit installed at a very 
early date. How short and for what service Mr. Abernathy 
does not have the record. He suggests that perhaps some 
old NPG "Spark-Gapper" might come up with the details 
on this piece of Navy Gear? 

------------------30--------------------------
Thanks to 'A B' A bernathy for all these fi ne pi ctures of earl yt 
day "NPG". We have more and hope to bring them in 

future issues of the JOURNAL 
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SOCIETY MEMBER TURNS ICEBOUND ADVENTURE INTO BOOK 

ICEbOUNd 
.d.NTHE 

SluERIAN 
ARCTIC 

The 'ollowlng atory 0' Robett J. GI ___ 'a 
adventur_ ebOIIrd the Fur Tr.dlng s~ 
"N..ruk" In the "'rctlc Oc--. 011 lhe COIIat 0' 
Siberi. ~Ing the wlnt ... 0' 1929-30 I. one _ 
thought our members would enJoy .a he he. 
caught the .aaene. 0' our member'. book and 
he. recorded the unr.'entlng dram. 0' the 
aturd)' ehlp·. bettl. llgalnat lhe Ic. end 'rigid 
w_ther In • mo.t Inter •• tlng mann«. T~. 
the Tom Coakl.y. atoll writ ... lind to the 
"'rvepolla EvenlngCepltal ","Icn printed the 
.tory on Feb. 6 1978 'or perm' •• 'on to re
print. W. hope you enJoy It. W"'B. 

.IA the ;j1F\nter of 1121-30. as their ship lay 
kiebd 111 the desolate icepack of the 
8lberian arctic, Robert Gleasoo and his 
crewmates onboard the motorized. fur 
IChooDer Nanut .te reIndeer- 22 in nine 
llloatbl. 

t'ilft1OD, an Amlapolls resident. sa14 
lat week that the owner of the Nanuk. Olaf 
SWeDIoo, had lIIade sure ~ shlp WII well 
...ued with canned ,oods. dried fruit, 
tea. jam •• and ether provisions. 

And. members of the crew were able to 
ki11153 ducts to feed thel1lselves and their 
dOC' ~re Iee.SlInIOIIlIded the NlJlut OIl 
Ocl I, 1121. 

But (or most of their frigid adventure 
near the top of the world. whlch ended 
when the ice thawed in early July. the 
crew of the Nanuk feasted on .reindeer II 
tbeir oaIy fresh meal 

"We thought It Wll · wonderful," 
Gleason, n .. retired executive .Iee 
presideDt of AJUNC. said 

He hu writtu a book On the adventure: 
"Iceboo.nd in tJae Siberian netic." 
publlsbed by Alaska Northwest Publishing 
Compuy of ADeborage, Aluka. 

"We lot It (the ~) from the deer 
natives batt 111 the bfita." Gleason 
recalled. "about 40 miles back. They had 
reindeer in herdJ and they used ther for 
Jood and clotb1ng ... just like cattle." 

Gleason had just ftnisbed his juniqr year 
afthe Universfty Of WasbiJigtoil in Juqe 
1121 when he signed on as a crew memWr 
of the Nanuk out of his native Seattle. He 
had planned 011 the trip being a summer 
job. 

"I expected &b be back (for the Oct. ) 
start of schobl) for lUre." Gleason said. 

But the summer job turned Into a nine 
month. icebound adventure off the coast of 
North Cape. or My. Shmldta. in the Arctic 
Ocean. 
Fe~lw aviators from the United 

States. Canada ' and the Soviet Union 
braved arctic Itorm.Jo Jid the Ice-locked 
Nanuk aDd a Russian ship. Stavropol. held 
tight in the Ice nearby. 

Some flew hundreds of mUes througb the 
arctic cold in open cockpit planes, Gleason 
said. They had to beat their engines wit!! 
plumbers' stoves before taking off on the 
snow-covered ice around the Nanuk. 

Two men. the famous arctic pilot Carl 
Ben Elelson and his mechanic Earl 
Borland. died when their plane crashed en 
route to the fur schooner. 

And the plight of the Nanuk made news 
back bome, Gleason said. as Swenson and 
his 17·year-old daulhter. Marion. kept the 
Associated Press up to date on the ship's 
adventure. 

According to Gleason, the Nanuk and its 
crew of 13 were in the arctic on business. 

Swenson had a contract with the Soviet 
government to supply settlements in 
Siberia in return for furl . 

"Swenson had been determined to 
deliver supplies to Nizbnekolymsk." 
Gleason recalled. The Siberian town is 
west of North Cape on the Kolyma River. 

The Nanuk's owner made it to the 
Siberian settlement and bad stopped at 
several other places before heading back 
home. 

"We were on our way out," Gleason 
said. "He had completed his work. except 
he had furs on board ... $1.5 million 
worth." 

The furs were among the motivations for 
the intensive attempts to reach the Nauok 
once it was frozen in. 

As the Great Depression enguUed the 
country in 1929. the price of furs and most 
other goods plummeted, and Swenson 
probably had to sell his load of luxury at 
less than it was worth before the icebound 
adventure, Gleason said. 

I i 
! I 

And tIIeII tJIeft wm Ulf 
other natlveswlao helped the NIDut'. emr 
through the hard winW. 

EYeD If they'bad little to eat theJDJelvel, 
Gleuon sald. the7 would share what tiler 
had with JOG. 0fteD. pIlota OIl tbetr .., to 
the NIII1Ik were foreed to !aDd before 
readIiJI, the IhIp IDd had to apeod the 
Di&ht in naUve bIsea. 

I I 
Aact In the cold .... of the ~ 

that·.importaut. . I I 
I 

I RoeER' , •• 'EASON ",.p 
1 O"'ng the wint ... 0' 1929. _ 0' the Stock MetI ket c .. en. the plight 0' the _II t,.dlng ~ 
[ N ....... k. letlbo..nd In." lee-peck off the Siberian 
1 COIIst In the "'rctlc lind the _rch lor pioneer 
[ "vi "tor pilot Cerl B." EI.,8On vied lor ~c. on 

1 I the ,rant pege 0' the N_ York Tlm.a lind other 
1 pepera throughcut the WOtld. Our member. "Bob" 
e GI ... 8On. ebOIIrd the N ....... k. C"II WKOB k..,t the 
1 oulalde Informed and~. known "a. ploneer-I Ing .~ In the fI.,d 0' communlcatlone. The 
! eNI •• o' the NoIauk IIIUChed him on. ear .... In 
'.' 1 "vlllllon "a • IIhort time I.t ... he _. ,.eponalbl. 
1 -~...,..... I[ 'or constructing lind operating the lI .. t "'rll,,. .. dlo 
[ IOIERT Gl!ASON di.cu.5e. hi. experience. of neorl-y 0 holf c.ntury ogcfwhen'" .ystem In """ake. In 1934 he .ecompanled pilot 
1 w •• iclebound on the Siborion 0 retic . Joe Croa __ on • eurv.y III~t to Siberi •• Intended 
[ to open a tren.-pol.r rout. bet_ North "'merlca. 
l-----------------·~---------------- the Orient lind Europe. U,tlmat.,y. he becam. 

I ". "It.wun'taetuall1bori11&"'meat.n,·" ."ecutlv. vic. pr •• ,dent 0' ... ...."...tleal R"dlo. Inc Accordln, to Gleason. Swenson s am· I GleUOll .old, ''up .... W or..- .. ~ or..- the IIrm thllt provldee .... tlonwlde communication 
{ bltion wlSn't the only reason the Na'luk - - ~ '"'"'..... 1 .. rvlc. to 1111 .'rllnes. lind .erved on the boerd 0' 

t
• became trapped. "You could reasonably 1 aviatiOll ictuall)'eealeC$." 1 di rector. until hla retirement In 1972. 

expect the ice to stay open lOnger." the Planes ~ aDd toot oft ~ the.~ [ 
1 retired ARrNCexecutin said. I neartheNanut ~thewiDter aDd I "Bob" Gleeson -a epoo..."ed by none o~ tt-en 
1 1 Intothe rtng "Pet." Femandez - one 0' the grand men 0' both 
t Before the lee imprisoned the Nanuk.. sP . communication. lind .vl.tlon. W. might eey In 
1 1 First the pilots came to aid the crew 01 1 pa.alng thet Bob'. book I. one 0' the beet I It. 

}
t the crew had tried tirelessl1 to sail out of 1 the ice-locked ship. Tbeo. theyftre there 1 publlsn... I. "".ak. Megezl". • 130 ~ ... v •• So. 

thearcticthrouah "lIads" in the icepack- It to search for Eielaon and Borland who [Ed'nonde. W"'98020cena.opplycopy. --30-
1 dIanDeIJ of ocelli water caused IS shiNng crasbed ill November but were DOt found l 
i wiDdI split the rafting ice. 1 III1til mid-February. i 
i But alw.,. the leads would close. "When l The last plane left )(.,10. however. aDd, 1 
[ a lead is opel! and it comes together." ( from then unW JIII1. time movecl ilowlJ \ 
1 Gleason said. "it's quite a sensation. And 1 for the Nanuk's crew. cut clown to m. t 

}
l to be Deir it Ind see it coming up is \ since Swensoo. )(arIon and five othen Iiad ~ 

IOmethlog else a,ain." {been flown out. Gleason lIid. [ 1 SWeDJOQ was an uperienced in the 1 1 
,: arctic, acconling to Gleason. and when It 1 The "cabin fever" or restlessness of 1 

seemed evident that the shlp would have to [ those final months was the worst part of [ 
~ winter in the ice. be made sure it had the ~ the arttic experience for Gleason. Also, it ~ 
[ IIfut haven possible. [was durin! the niJle.month arctic ordeal [ 
1 The wooden craft was anchored in a bay 1 that Gleason learned of his father's un· 1 

1:

[1 with the eoo.foot high cliff of North Cape a'

l 
1 timely death. ~ 

{ quarter-mile to the oortheut. 
"We were very fortunate." Gleason Thf' finest memories of his nine months 

i said. "We got into the bay and inside the 1 in t.6e Siberian arctic are the peOpie 1 
1 IJ'OIIDded ice." { . "The aviaton ... the mechanic •... coping 1 
1 The. grounded ice. attached to the ocean ~ with DO hangln ... nothing. aDd doing as 1 
[ floor. acted as a protective wall for the much as they could. 1 have oothing but • 
1 Nanuk against the crushlng force of the 1 admiration for them." huald. 1 
} shifting ice pack. Gleason saId. [ 1 
l The Russian vessel was outside the l ================================== i grounded ice. according to the author. and { 
i as the ice pack sblfted. the steel ship c-.me i 
\ very close to being crushed by it several i 
[ times during the long ordeal. [ 

'.i According to Gleason, the arctic ice ~. 
, would range from a tw()o~three-inch thick 
{ newl1 formed glaze to 3G-or-40-foot l 
i mountains that were even bigger below the 1 
. water's surface. i 
1 i 1 The cliff at North Cape helped to protect [ 
1 the shlp(s crew agawt the strong winds 1 
[ that blew out of the northwest. But blasts 1 
1 of 40. SO or 60 miles per hour still raked } 
1 acro~s h' deck of the Nanuk from how to 
{ .i l stem. and temperatures plungi4 to 40 , 
1 degrees below zero and lower. ( 
1 "You get 40 below and a 4G-mile-per- 1 
~ hour wind aDd you can't ,0 out In that." 1 
, Gieason said. 
1 "I used to go up to North Cape every day I 
i in the spring," Gleason recalled. "A I 
1 couple of times it got pretty rough and I 1 
1 froze my cheeks aDd my DOSe ••• but that l 
[ was j~ by being careless." 1 
1 Generally. Gleason and his fellow crew l 
~ members were were warm inside woolen 1 
[ underwear. covered by reindeer skin [ 
l park .. and seal skin pants. To keep his 1 
1 feet protected from the cold and the ice. I 
[ Gleason put on three pairs of socks and 1 
~ native-made mukluks with reindeer skin i 
[ tops and sealskin bottoms. { 
1 The men also had reindeer skin caps and I 
1 mitts. I 

"Then when it snowed you'd wear a , 
I (canvas) drill parb." Gleason said. . 
1 "You'd wear that over your fur to keep the { 
I snow out." I 
I The shlp's' coal·burning stoves were 1 

converted to small. makeshlft oil burners I 
~ in whlch diesel fuel WIS dripped over ': 
[ bot rocks. As Is usually the case with 
I stoves. the beat was fine. GJ.eason said. 
1 unless the fire went out. 
1 Gleason bad spent three previous 
~. summers IS a radio operator in Alaska 
, and onboard the Nanuk he worked the 
~ radio key with information for the pilots. 
t the press and others curious about the 
1 condition of the schooner and its crew. He 
{ also received news from back home and 
I put out a small newsletter for the crew. , 
lUi 

The author. Nanuk 's rad io operator and 
assis tant eng ineer, Robert J. Gleason . 
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James R. Steen 1773-'SGP 

"1I0W DID YOU IlAPPEN TO BECOHE A 

WIRELESS OPERATOR ?" 

When I was twelve years old in 1916, I got a 
summer job as a Western Union messenger. 
Rememb.:r the days when the telegraph mess
engers wore a uniform and delivered tele
grams by walking or riJing a bike? I hall a 
hand me down bike from on older brother. In 
the office, there was a woman operator and 
an 'old man' operator in his 50's. I used 
to marvel at the clacking of the sounders 
and the translating of th i s noi e into type
written I~ords. This is when I was first 
bitten with the bug of telegraphy and elec
trical equipment. 

After that, ,,'e moved to another area and 
three years had passed before I became inter
ested again. Here I met a boy my own age 
Iho was starting to build a crystal set . We 
spent many long hours scrounging for parts 
and building a set. In tho e days YOJ-I built 
your own from scratch. Remembt!r the coil 
built with bare copper wire and a round 
Quaker Oats box. Tile detector las a galena 
crystul and n home-mode whi ker. 

We learned the code by send i ng back nnd 
forth to each othel' n i ght ufter night find 
enjoyed every minute of it. I':venlllully I~e 
both got an Amateur License . 

Then I went to ~ss Radi o School i n Boston 
and received my first Commercial License 
just after I was 18 . Thill i ho I got 
!'tnrted . I.et', henr from slime of the re t 
of ou. 

Robert H. Pheysey 1467-P 

I recently received my copy 9f "Sparks Journal", 
Fall Edition 1977, and enjoyed reading every 
word of it. One item, "Sea Story" by Vernon P. 
Bourg 102O-P, was of particular interest to me 
as, althoug, apparently unknown to the author, 
an additional ship, the SIS Aztec HRCB, was 
also Involved in the r~scue of the crew of the 
Schooner Dunham Wheel er. 

During all of 1930 I was Chief Radio Operator on 
~he United Fruit CO . SIS Aztec and on November 
~th 1930 we had sailed from Puerto BarriOS, 
Guatemala, for New York City. On the evening 
and eerly moming of November 7th and 8th we 
were proceeding north through the Florida Straits 
with rough seas and strong ENE winds . I had 
taken over the watch from Ben Feverstein, Sec
ond Radio Operator (now deceased) shortly after 
mld'llght and for a while everything seemed re
latively normal. However, after a while I started 
to hear some communications passed: oetween 
the SIS Upshur KOLZ and NAO Charleston, 
which indicated that the Upshur had experienced 
some kind of trouble. 

At 4AM EST November 8th I heard KOLZ call 
SOS and tell NAO "Four masted Schooner in 
distress about 16 miles off Cace Canaveral and 
we are disabled and helpless and unable togo 
to her assistance". Right after this, NAO con
tacted the USCG Cutter Yamacraw NRCY and 
repeated this information . I had advised our 
Master, Capt . L.S. Fuglestad, of what I had 
heard and was told to advise KOLZ and NAO 
that we were proceeding to the Schooner in 
distress and that we were 36 miles from her 
given position. During subsequent OSO' s with 
KOLZ I leamed .that his main engine had blown 
to pieces. That they had anchored at 6PM on 
November 7th and were awaiting the arrival of 
the USCG Yamacraw which was expected some
time on the night of November 8th . While they 
were at anchor they had seen distress flares 
sent up from the Schooner which was also an
chored about 2 miles from them. I also leamed 
from the Operator on KOLZ that he had not been 
off watch for the past 72 hours. 

True Experiences and Adventures of Commercial "Brass Pounders" 
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of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 

We finelly arrived alongside the disabled 
Schooner at 6:55AM and found that she was the 
five masted Dunham Wheeler bound from Vene
zuela to Jacksonville, Fla. Shortly after our 
arrival all hands abandoned ship and we had 
them safely aboard the Aztec by 8: 15 AM. The) 
compri sed of her Master, Capt . J.A. Mciver 
and a crew of nine. About one hour later the 
Dunham Wheeler sank. 

At 8:20 AM I contacted the SIS. Upshur to see 
If ~hey wanted us to take off their crew. A mes
sage wes received back sl~ed Capt. Huddlns 
advising us that they did not, but asking us to 
contact the USCG Yam8craw and get his posi
tion and expected time of arrival. At 8:38 AM 
we were able to work the Yamacraw and then 
advi se the Upshur that they expected to reach 
her position at midnight and take her In tow. 
KOLZthanked us and agein advised us that our 
assistance was not required and to proceed to 
our destination. 

We brought the Dunham Wheeler's men to New 
York whe-re local newspaper reporters came 
aboard to Interview them and take pictures. 
They also obtained end printed in the newspapers 
on November 12th pictures taken by some of our 
crew of the foundering Dunham Wheeler and the 
rescue operat ion. 

Very truly yours, 
Robert H. Pheysey, 1 467~P 

Earl H. Thornton 

432 Temko Terrace , Dayton, Beech FL 32108 
Letter March 10, 1978. 

Reports on JOURNAL which was sent by Hyman 
Wallin 426-SGP with compliments: 

"Most Astounding paperl I am 81 and cataracts 
both eyes, so wife is doing. the chorography. 
Pictures & articles so nostalgic. My earliest is 
the reception of the Corinthia, (Cunard I think) 
answering the COO from the Titanic in 1912. I 
have been a radio operator since that date unti I 
loss of sight stepoed in about 1970. Most c1Jty . 
at see, Marconi's very first, but followed by . 
coastal shore WCC Chatham, Mr. Fred Heison; 
WCY Cape May, Mgr. Wm. P. Kent; WSL, 
Southampton Mgr. Moser; WSC Tuckarton, N J 
(Mgr. W.P. Kent: WSY Virginia Beech, Mgr. 
F.H. Illingworth; WOE, Lake Worth, FL, Mgr. 
Ed Burgess. Doubt if they still live. Was a 
"ham" at age 16 and dam if it did'l't stick till I 
couldn't see . 

1 I enjoyed a most thrilling life radio ship & shore. 
1 Li ked shipboard best of all. The memories are 
1 sweet and ma!7lificent ••••• 60 glorious years at 

.i see and ashore. Succ.:-ss to you all. The Journal 

l 
1 

is a masterful work. 
~ Sincerely, 1 
I Earl H. Thomton. l 
~ ________________ A_b_ig_7_3 ___________ 1 

I q.~! 
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~ ~ AN D NOW fort i~ GoOD tJ~. ~ 
l "-HE WIItE&..E56 a'~7b1ZS HAlE 1)J~ l 
1 'tov OFf iltE DRoP-DEAD L.ISr. /1 l 

R.H. 'Bob' Mattox 905-V 

"GRAIN FOR RUSSIA" 

A "Bash" from Radio Officer n.H. "Bob" 
Mattox aboard the SS AMERICAN HAWK/ 
KSVB cnroute Providenco, RI, from 
Smiths Bluff, TX in Au~st, 1976. (Re
sponse to request for SOS/COD Info.) 

Enclosed rny two "SOS" Incidents, not very ex
citing, not too much sound and fury, peopl. wail
i ng and crying unto thetr maker as they sunk and 
such stuff. 

My last ship "S/S ULTRA MAR" built three yeers 
ago in San Diego, Westchester Marine Shipping 
Company. Our Skipper was a retired Navy Cap
tain from a destroyer command and was "breaking 
into Merchant Marine Skippering on his second 
assignment. He was still leemlng the ropes of 
being a "see-lawyer" to understand union contracts 
but was having his problems. The main lesson 
ho leamed from me was "Sparks stands no watches 
in port, after shora leeve hos been granted, without 
payment of overtime I " Guess he got the idee ua 
Merchees stood radio watch in port just like the 
poor Navy boys have to. 

I'd been in IIjechevsk, Runla, before on the SS 
OVERSEAS JOYCE. We were the first U.S. 
grain ship to arrive there. Christmas Eve the 
Ruskies had a big free beer, vodka and CBviar 
party for us. SIU crew got bombed out of their 
minds, crawling on hands and knees on floor, 
vomiting all over the plac., and swilling doYon 
more free hooch, goosing the _!tresses. The 
poer Russians asked the Captain what they should 
do. He said, "Lock' em all up" but the Russians 
could hardly do it they said, appreciated ua bring
ing the grain, so crew crawled on hands and knees 
back to ship atter the party clOSed down . This 
last time In RUSSia, for Christmas dinner at Sea
men's Club, eech ship had to bring their own 
Christmas dinners for crew off their ships. Arfl 
And the Ruskies wanted U.S. SSS spent in pref
ertiOCe to rubles . Black market stili going on, 
but exchange rate is clown from what It was three 
years ago when we were drinking champeg'le in
stead of anything else as was only a buck some
thing a bottle (with black market exchange of U.S. 
bucks). 

This last trip we had 17 Russians get gassed from 
white com fumes down In the holds upon f irst 
boarding, including our chief mate, two Ruskies 
died, was under $75,000 bond on the ship before 
letting us sail, thought maybe they would intem 
crew they were so mad over two longshoremen's 
deeth. We had 65,000 tons of white com aboard, 
ship was 892 feet long, an "Obo" type ship (oil 
bulk OR), biggest ship in U.S. Merchant Marine 
I'd ever sailed on. 

I dislike Russia so much, having first trip Into 
Odessa almost losing a finger tip when a Russkl 
cab driver slammed taxi door on my finger, he 
ciJmped ma out at a dock with no ship in Sight. 
Finally got in a bus office with blood dripping off 
my finger and they took me back to ship in a bus . 
I just let the blood drip on the floor of their bus, 
I was so d' d mad. Never went ashore in Russia 
again . This last trip on SIS ULTRA MAR was 
there two months, went ashore at foot of gang_y 
for 5 minutes to buy two Russian dolls and 
amythyst necklace for souveni rs. Stayed aboard 
rest of time and painted water color pictures just 
to pass the time . 

Had the Atlas 210X rig aboard for run to Russia, 
but antenna tuning is sure super critical for lhat 
r ig. I had no antenna runer so put out very week 
signal. Tried the Atlas rig out on tha 18A VT 
verticle in Houston, Texes, but no go, so next 
vacation, Jan. 9th, 1977, wi II try again. Also 
putting my house in Aripeka, Fla. up for sale 
around 18 gees, 28 x 32' CBS, two boat Slip in 
back yard on canal, 100 yards from Indian Bay, 
about 50 miles north of Tampa. Gotta move my 
50' E Z way tilt over tower, 4 el W. Sp. Hy 
gain 20 beam and loads of radio junk to Houston. 

This coastw,se salling sure is a breeze for getting 
U.S. stations in compariSon to sailing foreign 
where !'ometimes you hammer for daya to get into 
the states. 

VY 73' s and keep up the good "SOWP" work . 

) 1 BOB 
"**Jl!lVeJS\lS\ 1l!l\OOJlBSJ)Ma\}JI!\Jl!lVlW®I!\JS\1iVlIMNIiIV 12S@lepmnayrnzeslSNSSJ!NPW@=========================----------=--==----= 
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II Ham min g_"_a_t _S_e_a 

A CRUISE TO B.A. WITH "JOCKO" 
We hooe you wi II enjoy the ex~eri f!f"'Ice of one of our members, Harry J . 
Maclaren - 1111-SGP who takes his hobby - an amateur radio 'rig' to 
sea with him . Harry's amateur call is W5FGO and at sea i t becomes 
W5FGO/MM . His "Handle" is "JOCKO" . The following is an Odyssey 
of the SS DEL MAR/KFVZ on an earlier trip ••• down "Rio" way. 
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This is not by any stret:m of imagination an i --is to find a spot where the downlead or l 
article deal ing with the technical side of Radio, I feedline may be brought to the transmitter I 
but it will, I th ink, add still another page to 1 without having to cut holes through steel ( 
the oft-told but always interest ing tale of the t bulkheads (walls, to you!), or having it I 
Radio Amateur and his fascinating hobby. ~ ~~;~,~~f;~a:~~~i~:::i~n~h::;~d~a:I~:~:- 1/ 

I have been sailing on merchant ships as Radio ( ways, etc . , threatening to trip or strangle 
Officer since 1927, when I made my f i rst trip I the unwary at any moment. Another prob- I 
to sea on a British passenger vessel named ( lem is to get the antenna as far away as I 
the s.s. "Rollo" after Joining-up with the Mar- physically possible from the ship's main l 
coni Company of london. Very truly, much 1 transmitting antenna, which is nearly always 1 
water has flowed beneath the bridge since then . I slung-up between the ship's masts; the pur- { 
I am now a United States citizen, e licensed I pose of th is latter point being to prevent in- 1 
Radio Amateur, and I now sail in the U.S. 1 terference break-through and resultant jam- l 
Merchan~ Marine under the Stars-and-Stripes I ming of the marine frequency bands wh i le the I 
on bQard the Delta line passenger ship, the 1 ship's Radio Off icers are on ~ty. In addi- i 
s.s. "Del Mar". • ! tion to these snags, one needs must avoid, (. 

t on pain of sudden death or gory d i smember-
A few months ago, Dr. Herman Hawkins came 
on board the "Del Mar" as our new ship's 
medical officer. It was not long before I 
heard that the new Doc was an old-timer Ama
teur radioman. He was, unknown to me, al
ready hunting me down for a ragchewl We 
finally got together and soon became immersed 
in the problem of getting his radio "rig" set up 
and on the air. Our immediate problem was 
to find a suitable spot on the "Del Mar," com
plete with the necessary altemating current 
(A.C.), where we could settle-in and call it 
our "shack." The majority of merchant ships 
ere wired throughout with direct current (D .C.) , 
but on the "Del Mar" type of vessel a Ii mi ted 
number of officer's cabins are blessed with an 
A. C. out! et. The Doc's quarters, unfortun
atel y, was not among those so bl essed and, 
to make them even less possible as a "shack ," 
were far removed from any A.C. wiring. This 
was indeed a snag, and there was nary a suit
able D.C. to A.C. converter in si!7lt. How
ever, efter various t-u'lts end much speculation, 
1he Doc finally telked our Chief Purser, Bi II 
Sistrunk, Into allowing us to use his rooni, 
complete with ' its double A.C. outlet, as our 

"ham" radio headquarters. For thi s kind 
deed, 0 Bill, may Allah smile upon thee. 

There was a pleased and anticipatory flexing 
of muscles between the Doc and myself, as 
with many a grunt and a hup, his Coli ins 
32V2 type transmitter and 75A 1 Collins re
ceiver were ~Iy man-handled from their 
cartons, lugged aloft for two decks and 
planted w ith all ~e tendemess upon Bi II's 
.desk. Came now another lively period of 
soldering-Irons, pliers, coaxi'al cable, and 
all thet surrounds the complicated b i rth 
pains of an antenna. 

I ment, the tangle of receiving antennas put I 
I up by members of the ship's crew. But we 1 
I managed to get a sky-wire up, assisted, of I 

course, by a million words of what is known l 
~ as "helpful advice" from the uninitiated! I 
I Tl,e antenna, finally, more by necessity than 1 
( by design owing to materials available and I 
( the position of the Chief Purser's cabin, ( 
i was cut to a 22-feet flat-top and end-fed by ( 
i a 'long length of 72 ohm coaxial cable. which , I 
I fortunately for our sanity, Doc Hawkins pos- I 
{ sessed in quantity. The after-end of the an- I 
I tenna wa s made fast to the top of our ship's i 

I 
smokestack, the forward-end to the tennis- (. 
deck bulwark. This caused it to hand at about 

i an angl e of 40 degrees from the hori zontal, or ( i about semi-vertical. We soldered the i nner I 
i con~ctor of the coax to the 22-feet of 7/14 I 
. copperwire flat-top, ran the coax through B i ll's I 

~
't·.· window and- -well, we hoped for the best! Our I 

e.nt9f'Y'\8 was, in order, (1) a long wire?, (2) 
a vertical?, (3) a Marconi? No matter, the 
Doc and I were willing and eager to try loed 

I "her" up and forthwi th make an honest woman I 
l of her . The luxury I iner "Del Mar" was about i 

to "go on the air" for the first t ime in her glam- 1 

~
~~; orous sea-career. • • • !.:. 

It was September 4, 1956, the day before the 
"Del Mar" was ~e to arrive in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazi I. I watched Doc Hawkins as he caressed 

I the various knobs on his 32V2 transmitter, feel- I 
! ing for the all-important adjustment which would 
I "load-up" our hybrid antenna. I tried not to I 
I look at the tale-telling plate ammeter. 1 
( I I "She's loading, Jock," he says suddenly . "The ( 

I darn thing's loadi ng! What d' you know about I 
I that? We're in business . " I 

Surprising as it may seem to the land lubber, 1 "Damned if we ain't," I said, grinning. "See 1 
it is not always an easy matter to find a con- I you later, Doc, I've got to go on watch . " I I 
venient place on board ship to sling-,up an I left him tangled in a mix-up of coax cable and ( 
antenna. One tricky problem (0 solve, es- 1 an antenna relay and hurried up to the ship's I 
pecially on passenger ships--unless your I radio office.. • I 
quarters are situated high on the ship itself 
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Member Harry J . Maclaren 1111-SGP ( l eft) and Doctor Herman "Doc" I 
Hawkins with amateur station ( MM ) in Purser's Office aboard the S . s . 1 
DEL MAR/KFVZ circa 1957 . Jocko called the Del Mar "home" for over 1 
16 years . 1 

JACK BINNS EDITION 

At 2.50 p . m., si tt ing in ~tiful and sol i tary 
state before the "Del Mar's" rad io equipment, 
the Doc's voice suddenly sounds all around me. 
"How'm I doing up there, Jock? Can you hear 
me?" 

I nearly fell off my chair . "CO 15, CO 15 , 
CO 15, this is Maritime Mobile K0DlC, King 
Zero Dog love Charlie, calling CO -- Boy, 0 
boy, is th is thi ng sensitive on the loading! 
Ceiling CO 15, hello CO, this is Marit ime 
Mobile Kg) Dog love Charlie, on the luxury 
liner "Del Mar", tuning around this frequency 
for a possible call." 

Silence. Then, "PY8TR, PY8TR, PY8TR, 
th is is Mar i t i me Mobile Kg) Dog love Charlie . 
Fine business, old man -- I was sure pleased 
to hear someone answer me! We've got a 
piece of wire hanging up there in the wind 
wh;ch is something to see! Thanks for the 
call ... " 

Doc had signed-in the "Del Mar" on the Ama
teur Rad io reg i ster. But we certainly would 
have to do something about this break-through 
interference on the ship's radio "rig"! 

That same evening the Doc showed me the 
tricks of using his 32V2 and 75A1. I had the 
pleasure of sending out the "Del Mar's" first 
"CO de K0DlC/MM" call using the dots-and
dash CW code . Well, I have heard about the 
"sky fall ing on a guy," and now I know what 
the saying can mean! It's a crazy~i xed-up 
experience to s i t back and feel helplessly 
giggly while a dozen or so K's, W's, F's, 
G's, D's, etc., actually knock each other 
over to be up-and-at-you! You wa i t until you 
can choose one out of the scramble and call , 
but if you think that halts the whoop-an'-a
hoi la, you are sure iggerant of the facks, 
M ister. Finally, they ease up on you, you 
work the chappie you picked out, you say your 
73' s, and -- well, what do you think? You 
guessed it. It starts all over again! , But 
i t's wonderful stuff, and, to borrow a coup I e 
of words from our female "hams," our Yl' s 
and XYl's, VO!e jest loves it. 

The first OSO (contact) on CW resu lting from 
my "CO de Kg)DlC/MM" call was G3CXM 
(England), the next was 9S4AX (Saarland), 
then G3CEG. W1DOZ (USA). K5AUZ, 
W3PlI, and W7AOX. We were a few-miles 
north of Rio de Janeiro . The Doc took over 
then con mucho gusto and tried hi s hand at 
the code-key -- his dots-and-dash "sending," 
he said modestly, was rusty but still trusty. 

Of course, ~ring the ensu ing days, the Chief 
Purser's cabin buzzed like the proverbial bee
hive. AII-hands-and-the-cook, which tran~ 

leted means everything that walks upFigh on 

a ship, crowded In to see the f irst sea-go
ing Amateur radio-rig they had ever seen in 
operation. The Doc passed the m i crophone 
around and one-and-all said a few mike
nervous syllables over the ai r for the first 
time in thei r lives. It was, as the saying 
goes, a regular ball. The fog of cigarett e 
smoke grew so dense it darn near suffocated 
the 32V2 transmitter as well as the Doc and 
myself. Meanwhile, Bill Sistrunk had an 
interested and boisterously outspoken audi
ence to fend off phys i cally and verbally each 
time he shaved, showered, or visited the 
adjacent John. But our B ill is not self
conscious in tho least and took the stampede 
into his now combination living-room-bed
room-radioshack right in his stride . We 
did not know i t at th is time, but soon he 
was to be known as P hone-patch Bill - he 
caught the fever for' phone right after the 
Doc passed the mike to him one day and 
told him to say something nice about the 
"Del Mar" to a deft-tongued Yankee up in 
W8 land. later, Doc was caught in an un
wary moment and he showed Bill how to 
tune- in on the 75A 1, whereupon Bill pro
ceeded each day to search around the ether 
for W5' s (the Southern States), and , when 
he found one, he'd chase Doc a ll over the 
ship to f i re-up the 32V2 and get cracking 
after that doggoned W 5 because he wanted 
to say hello to someont he knew there. It 
was a kick to hear Bill on the mike . After 
a few tries, he was speaking fluent "ham" 
jargon about OS's, S9's, OS-baker, f ine 
bus iness, OR-mary etc., although he didn 't 
really know what in heck he was talk ing 
about. All the Doc and I had to do was 
stand-by 32V2 and leave the mike to Chief 
Purser Bill, who is, by the way, already 
reading up radio for an Amateur license . 

One of the more interesting contacts we 
managed two days after we sailed from 
Buenos A ires , was Peter at VP8BY . This 
turned out to be a lonely Bri tish weather 
and ice-reporting station on the Palmer Pen
insula in Antarctica . Peter had a delicious 
Cockney accent, and when the Doc gave hi m 
a description of the "Del Mar, " with its air
conditioning, its swimming pool, fine foods, 
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sunshine and sun-bathing, all poor Peter could 

offer In reply was to say, " ••• me an' me 

mytes 'ave been 'oled up down 'ere in the snow 

for abeht two months now, Doc. But never sye 

die, I syes. We 'ope our relief blokes arrive 

on time. They're dJe down 'ere in abaht an

other month. We just 'ad a bit of a snowfall 

'ere, Doc, not much, mind you, abeht twenty 
inches up to now, I'd sy •••• " We dated 

Peter for the next day but received no answer 
fo our calls. 

One day we decided to do something about our 
antenna as the coax cable feedline and micro
phone lead were heeting up on transmisSions, 
a sure sign of a walloping standing-wave cur
rent. We cut ourselves a flattop of 11 feet 
this time, about a quarter-wave for 21 mega
cycles, and theoretically correct if our antenna 
was a Marconi . As before, we soldered the 
Inner condJctor to the end of the flattop, but 
this time we also soldered the coax's braid to 
a grounded supporting wire (Doc's suggestion) 
-- this Joint being made only a few inches from 
the flattop coax connection. This succeeded 
in stopping the overheating of our feealine coax, 
and since that day we have used this 11-foot 
sky-wire on 21 and 28 megacycles with some 
astonishingly good results. As an example, 
when the "Del Mar" was 500 mil es north of 
Rio de Janeiro, within 45 minutes I worked CW 

code with W3OGU/3, UB5KBA, VE2RE, 

ZB1AJX, ZD1DR, IT1AI, all who gave mea 
report of S6 to S9 on my signals. An hour be
fore, the Doc, on 28 megacycle 'phone, had 
worked W30NP, K2DYA, W8HOY, CN8FT, all 
who gave a report of S7 to S9. In fact, with 
the exception of Asia, where we have had only 
two contacts, one to Japan (CW) JA1ACB, and 
one to Singapore (CW) VS1GX, our humble 11-
feet of sky-wire has taken us about all over the 
globe. It must be remembered that a ship at 
see creetes the almost perfect radio ground, 
which will make the most humbl y-born ant8fYl8 
act like a thoroughbred. 

Another startl ing phenomina took place on 

board the good ship "Del Mar" as a result of 
K~DLC/MM being bom. This was the sudden 
enthusiastic interest in "how to become a 
ham." It seemed, for a time, that the Doc 
and I would in self-defense have to open an 
ocean-going Radio School and charge sea
prices (that is, 20~ higher!) for tu ition at 
regular hours of study, or go nutsl It sim
mered down, however, when the uninitiated 
found out they must leam the dot-and-dash 
code and pItss an examination at the Federal 
Communlcatlbn,s Commission before they mey 
operate an Amateur Radio station. We still 
have three more persistent candidates, how
ever, and there has been a franti c demand for 
radio caialogues, radio textbooks, code keys, 
buzzers, etc., and long complicated discus
sions of Collins, Hallicrafters, Hammarlunds, 
National, amps, walls, and antennas. 

This enthusiasm reached an ecstatic climax 
when one afternoon we contacted W5HR, Paul 
Rabito, of New Orleans, who is equipped with 
what amateurs call e 'Phone P atch, a gadget 
enabl ing the transfer of radio-telephone voice 
from the air10 the ordinary house telephone 
line. New Orleans wes, of course, the "Del 
Mar'S" home port. In the inexplicable and 
mysterious of shipboard life, within two min
utes flat, ell hands (we have a crew of 128 
officers and men) somehow knew that the Doc 
was in contact with and "talking to~' New Or
leans. Well, the queue lined up outside and 
inside Bill's room, K~DLC/MM passed the 
house 'phone numbers and W5HR "patched" 
them through one after the other to the various 
crew members' homes. The veteran amateur 
radio of Doc and Paul handled the excited con
fusion of calls and voices like professional 
'phone men. Even th~ "Del Mar's" tacitum 
skipper, Capt. Ivan Williams, came along 
and spoke to his XYL in New Orleans 

The confusion I mentioned ebove was probably 
the understatement of the year. I t refers to 
the reection of people ashore who answer thei r 
telephone, hear a strange voice talking about 
amateur radio operation and asking them if 
they would like to speak to a wife, a husband, 
or brother, etc., whom they know to be 
thousands of miles away on a ship at sea . 
The first suspic ious reaction of those who 
have not experienced this surprise before 
is apUy described by the expression: "Who 
d'you think you're kidding, Mister?" 

Here is a typical imaginery Maritime Mobile 
ship-to-shore 'phone contact via 'phone
patch Into a merchant seeman's home -- we 
will call him Brown. The 'phone-patch 
amateur operator dials the city telephone 
number given to him from the ship: "Is this 
Mrs. Joseph Brown?" he asks. 

"Yes, speaking." 

"Mrs. Brown, I'm an amateur radio opera

I 
1 
~ S • s . 0 EL MA R -/ K FV Z 

l The SS DEL MAR, DEL NORTE & DEL SUD ( all 10,073 tons) were 
1 operated by the Delta S . S. Line from New Orl eans and Houston to Buenos- ' 
I Aires via Bahia, Rio de Janerio, Santos, Montevedio and Curacao. All 
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1
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1 "0." ~ 
~ "-- and I have your husband waiting to speak 1 
[ to you vi a • • • " 
l l 
1 "Say, what is this, Mister? My husband 1 I Is -- wel" he's a couple of thousand miles 1 
lout at sea right now. Who are you, anyway? 1 

l~ "Wai t, Mrs. Brown, you don' t understend. l~ 
t Your husband is not here with me, he's on 

his ship and ••• " 
l 1 
i "He'd beller bel So what about It, Mister?" 1 

l "Like I said, he's waiting to speak to you I 
1 vi. ameteur shortwave radio from his ship . 
~ When I put him on, let him f inish speaking 1 
t before you answer' as he can't hear you whi I e 

I ::: :::;~~~ ;::0 ::~=::.. II 

1 "Thet's right. Joe is waiting now for me 
~ to put hi m through to you. " l 
1 "M i ster, thl sis the screwl est setup I ever l 
t heerdof. But go ahead, I'm listening." I 
l " Okay, stand by a minute. K9ZZZ Maritime 

1 Mobile, this is K6ZZZ. Go ahead, Joe, your 1 
wife is listening for you." t 

~ "Hello, Mary. Canyouhearme? You can't ~ 
[ answer now. I'll say "ov.er" when you get to 1 

l

i speak. Got i t? Wait until I soy "over," then 1 
talk . How'reyoufeellng? I'rl:'okay. We're [ 
just off Capetown and right on schedJle. How's l 
the kids? Over." 1 

I
I Silence. 'Phone-patchhsm: "Goaheed, ~ 

Mrs. Brown, he's waiting for your reply." t 

It "0. Well, If this Isn't,the -- HI, Joel This ~ 
Is the screwiest thingl But listen, Hon, I know 1 
my old ~an' s voice when I hear It I I'm okay, 1 

l Hon . Billy has a cold but i t's getting better 1 
now. We sure miss you. Say, Joe, this is 1 

1 wonderful I Listen, Hon, this guy calls me and 1 
says he's got you waiting to talk to me and I 
think, now just I isten to this goofball, w i II you? 
I says listen, Mister ••• " 

On the moming of November 10th, I ambled Into 
Bill's room after our moming coffee break and 
found Doc at the mike calling "CO 10, CO 10." 1 
The 10-meter band did not appear to be so lively ' l 
I watched as the Doc tuned around, but we 
heard no answering call. The ship was about 
300 miles south of Recife, Brazil, and bound 1 
for New Orleens via Curacao. "It's pretty 1 
deed this momlng, Jock," said the Doc . [ 

"Sounds like It," I said. "Maybe we are in 
a ... It 

Startled, the Doc tuned again and about 10 kilo
cycles below his last "CO" call's frequency, 
we heard: "Maritime Mobile K~DLC, this is 
Guem calling, KG6AGO, on the island of Guam. 
K~DLC Maritime Mobile this is KG6AGO listen
ing for you . " 

We talked with Bi II at KG6AGO from 1105 am 
local time. The Doc passed the mike around 
and we said our piece to him. This was a 
soli d contact and we a II got a thri II out of it. 
Dobson didn't get over it for a week! Truly, 
our 11-foot piece of antenna w i re was proving 
itself to be more than a mere honest woman -
she was a Lady! 

Another rib-tickling t i tbit came through our 
loudspeaker when we contacted a 'phone-patch 
for B i" Sistrunk in Jacksonvlli e, Fla., and he 
wanted to say hello to some ex-Della Line 
passengers . Their colored maid answered the 
house telephone. We heard the 'phone- patch 
operator give the usual explanatory introdJc
tion re amateur radio , etc., then he asked: 
"Do you follow me okay?" 

"Yes, Suh," her voice answered doubtfully. 
"I follows you alright, but I sure don't under
stand you." 

Then came the day when "ham" tragedy struck . 
On November 19th about 7 . 50 p. m. I was bus
Ily working the dot-and-dash CW with VE3RDS 
W i lfred, up in Fergus, Ontario, when came a 
sudden thump from Insi de the 32V2 transmitter 
and all plate current d isappeared. The "Del 
Mar" was a aRT corpse -- I bet VE3RDS 
wondered what happened to me. 80th the Doc 
and I took a look-see into the 32V2's Interior 
and performed the usual testing of tubes, cir
cuit continuity, etc., without finding any of 
the more Simple troubles. The 32V2' s are 
dandy transmillers but they are a serviceman's 
nightmare to anyone unfamiliar w ith their com
pact and c rowded i ntest i nes! However, as we 
were to arrive in New Orleans in two more days 
the Doc decided to send his trensmitter to the 
Collins Radio people for servicing . This was, 
perhaps, the lazy-man' s solution, but, if you 
have experi enced the expectant, nervous ten
sion on board a ship approaching her home 
port at the end of a voyage, you wi II know onl y 
too well that to spend one's time calmly in
vestigating a faulty piece of radio equipment 
is the last thing in the world one feels like 
doingl This hovering expectancy, nervous
ness, exci tement, call I t what you wi II, whi ch 
filters throughout a ship when neering port, 
especially a home port, i s an infectious and 
happy di sease known to seamen the worl d 
over as Channel Fever. Even the ship it-
sel f seems to chuck I e and rock-an' - roll a 
little dizzier than usual over the waves . 
Whatever your age or temperament may be, 
you will never, never, escape the insidious 
and giddy bacteria of Channel Fever. 

Of course, I fell very guilty about the Doc'S 
transmitter going "dead" while I was operat
ing It, but we both know well enough that 
these things Just happen in Radio and wi II 
happen regardl ess of who may be at the con
Irols . In New Orleans I helped Doc to load 
the 32V2 into his much-cherished Volks
wagon, In which he whizzes like a bull It all 
over the U . S . A., and waved him off on his 
way to Memphi s. The "Del Mar" would not 

The door slammed open and in came the excited 
face of Bob Dobson, our Second Officer, one of 1 
our more enthusiastic would-be amateurs. [ 
"Heyl are you fellers sleeping? Guam's call- 1 
I ng you, Doc I Guam I I heard hi m on my set I 
just now I Guam I" The door shut and he was 
gone . 
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I (Withen several hundred miles of Washington D. C . ) Chapter Directory I ALL~N BARNABEI (0) 200 East Wayne Ave., Si Iver 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.i Spri~s, MD 2~01. T:301/585-3708 

I JOHN H. SWAFFORD (S) W4HU. 2025 N. Kensington St. , 
CHAPTER DIRECTORY LEGEND (ABBREVIATION OF OFFICES) 

o Chapter D i rector 
AD Assi stant Chapter D i rector 
S Chapter Secretary 
T Chapter Tr .... surer 
SIT Secretary-Tr .... surer 
PC Progrem Chai rmen 
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CHOP 
H 
C 
M 
E 
AR 

Chief Operator/Chap. 
Chapter H i stori an 
Chapter Cunttor 
Membership Chel...
Editor, Chapter N.L. 
Area Representat i ve. 

(Northem Cal, fomia, Westem Nevada) 
FRED B. MANGELSDORF (D-S/T) W6ZK 

44 Temelec Circle, Sonoma, CA95476 . 707/996-1829 

DOCTOR LEE de FOREST - III 
(l.A. Area S outh to Dana P oint, East to Las Vegas, NV and 
North to Santa Maria, Fresno and Bishop) 

CHARLES D . MORRISON (D-S/T) W6VI 
2034 Del Rosa Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90041 
Phone: 213/256- 0842 . 

STAR OF INDIA CHAPTER - IV 
(San Di ego County - N orth t o Dana Point and North on 395 to 
Riverside, East to Yuma) 

BRANDON WENTWORTH (D) K6UJ 460 Oak Street, Laguna 
Beach, CA 92651. Tel: 714/497-1437 . 

Emest F . Wilmshurst (Sec) W6KHA. (Fallbrook) 
Marlo G . "AB" Abernathy - (Treas) (San Diego) W6ABD 
NOTE: Bulletin for Chapter meeting scheruled Apri I 20th 
lists following candidates for coming two years: 
M. G. Abernathy - 0 i rector 
Raymond B. Walling - Secretary 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST ( JACK BINNS) CHAPTER V 
(idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washn. A laska) 

KENNETH R . SULLIVAN (D) W7AGV 
11512 - 20th Ave . SW . , Seattle WA 98146 . 206/242-3005 

THERON C. VAN PATTEN - SEC/TRES. 
4849 Beach Drive, Seattle, WA 98116. T: 206/321-4151 

George A. Onsum (M) W71C & K71C - 6418 Admirality Way 
Freeland, WA 98248 . T: 206/321-4151 

Tom A. Jobs - W7TU - CHOP 
Dr . Erskine H . Burton - Historian 
Warren L . Green (C) W7JY 

I Arli~ton, VA 22205. T: 703/536-9537 
EMERSON H . MEHRLlNG (T) 
JOHN H. ELROD (CHOP) W3NVD . 

I (NOTE: Some change anticipated at May 5th buseness 
1 meeting) 
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E'LMO N. PICKERILL - CHAPTER XI 
(Within several hUndred miles o f New York City) 
MILTON SCHWARTZ - (D) W2SF 166-36 24th Road, Flushing. 

NY 11357. T: 212/352-7595. 
GRANT NONNAMAKER (S) K20XO 211 Ward Ave., Audubon 

NJ 08106. 
MASTEN, DONALD B. SR . (T) W2LEL. McIntosh Place 

Apt. 103 . Newburgh NY 12550. T: 914/565-2693. I 1 ~~~n~a~ri~o~,~~u~e~b~e~c~, ~~--~------------------------
I KENNETH J. TA YLOR (D) VE3CHN. 86 Guelph, Ontario, 
1 N1E 3X8. T: 519/823-1020 . 
l I ZZ KANDEL (PROTEM) (S/T) VE3HEH. 94 Neptune Drive. 
l Apt. #3, Toronto, Ont. Canada M6A 1X4. T: 416/782-4878 
l (Mr . Ray Weigland resigned due to health problems) 
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GONZALES - VANCOUVER ISLAND CHAPTER - XVI 
(Vancouver island, B. C. Those visiting the Island are 
invited to attend by contacting Chapter members) 
LEONARD A. "LEN" POLACK (0) VE7ZH - 3111 Wood Park 

Drive, Victoria, BC V9C 1P2. 604/478-2180 

DA VID A. SMITH (S/T) VE7DBJ - 1418 Newport Ave . Apt. 10 
V ictor ia, BC V8S 5E9 T:604/598-2157 

ENGLAND & BRITISH ISLS. 
JOHN A. EDWARDS (D) (S/T) G4BVA, 81 Hunter Ave., 

Shenfield ( Near Brentwood) Essex, England CM1 5 8PF 

NORTHWEST EUROPE 
Comelis " Cor" Glerum (D) PA0GL. Nieuive Kerkplein 29 

Schore 36 ( Zeeland) Netherlands 3616 

i EDELWEISS CHAPTER ( SWITZERLA ND) 
Milwaukie l ERic NAtTER (D) Bucklerstr. 20 8181 Hori, Switzerland John A . Peel (AR-Oregon) W7LT 4516 Adams St. 

Oregon . T: 503- 654-2712 . 
~: Meeting scheduled for Apri 18th may change some of 
officers listed - they will be fumished in the next Joumal. 

GUGIE=LMO MARCHE SE MARCONI CHAPTER - VI 
(Western Canada, A I berta, yT , BC) 
ARTHUR W . FILTNESS (D) VE.'7WZ . #1-1093 Nicola Street 

Vancouver, BC V6G 2E3 . T: 604/683- 2275 
William P . "Bill" Corson (S/T) VE7PC 1011 8th Ave . , 

New Westminster, BC V3M 2R5; T: 604/526-600 

(Note Many members in Washington and British Columbiad 
hold dual memberships in Chapters V and VI which is 
encouraged) • 
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P yrmont, N SW, 2009 

~ NEW CHAPTERS 

l 
I 
1 
1 

We need volunteers to organize chapt ers in the following areas: 

XIV :; INLAND SEAS* (*) Member Paul M. Stevenson, 
XIII - NORTH STAR CHAPTER has volunteered to try and launch 

THOMAS A. EDISON CHAPTER VII ~ 
(Flori da & S.E. USA) 1 

II - YANKEE CLIPPER the "INLAND ~EAS" Chapter . 
XII - ROCKY MOUNTAIN OTH: 1336 Hickory Street, 
XVII HAWAII Waukegan, IL 60085 . 

WILLIAM C. "Bill" WILLMOT (0 - Acting) K4TF [ WB9AUD. 
1630 Venus St., Merritt Island, FL 32952 . T: 305/452-2090 ~ 

WILLIAM E. ALEXANDER (S) W4GXL [ 
118 North 15th St. Fernandia Beach, FL 32034 ~ 

IF you would I ike a 'piece of the action' drop us a I ine . We wi II 
be only too happy to assist in every way possible to launch chapterE 
in these new areas. 

TEXAS-GULF COAST (R . E . "ARMY" ARMSTRONG CHAPTER 
Viii 

GEORGE W . AHERNS (D-ACTING) W5JN . 
3216 Townse:.c.! Drive, Dallas TX 75229 . T: 214/352-4797 

Edmund Serur (T) 1623 Sequoia Dr. Tyler, TX 75701 . W5CNO 

(Due to eyesight problems, Director Aherns would appreciate 
assistance and volunteers to help in reorganizing the 
chapter into a 'going' unit). 
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ARIZONA - SOUTHWEST CHAPTER IX ~ 
JOSEPH A . FALBO - (D) 3875 North Country Club, #205 I 

Tucson, A Z 85716 . T: 602/793- 7482 . I 
REYNOLD T. "Ray" WARNER (S/T) K7JU & W7JU I 

P . O . Box 396, Riviera, AZ 86442 I 
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APRIL 20 197~ 
CIIAP1'rn JV- STAR OF INt>IA 
Reunion this year will be on a 
nruRSDAY - a day found to be the 
best for auto traffic in the San 
Diego area. The "SItar of India" 
is anchored (moored) to the quay 
at the foot of Ash Street in the 
down town section. There is a 
small fee for boarding the old 
sailing ship which made history 
in the Cannery trade and north
ern SCHS in the early days. Capt. 
Bowman has invited Chapter Direc
tor Drnndy Wentworth to bring his 
mates and ships crew aboard for 
another reunion on the 'Or lop 
deck'. Bring your own brown-bag 
lunch is order of the day. The 
ship's crew will furnish the Java 
Celebration of thc Socicty's tOth 
anniversary will be 'order of the 
Iday'. You will enjoy an 'eye 
ball' QSO with old friends and 
shipmatcs . 

APRIl. 21 1978 

CllAPTF.R XI - F.U!O 'PTCKERILL 
Director Milt Schwartz W2SF send 
greetings to all members and 
invites all to attcnd a meeting 
of the Chapter for a Spring Anniv 
ersary luncheon honoring the 10th 
yenr of SOWP at I.ondwehr's Rcsto 
urant near Trenton NJ. 1'hf' meet
ing spot is located on "RIVEn 
ROAD" (Routc 29) Wcst Trcnton NJ. 
SUru!:cst nrrivHl by 11:30A.Lunch 

auout 1pt.!. Tab $6 . 50 . It is 
the restaurant bc furnished a 
head-count to let Milt or Grant 
Nonomaker X2QGV ( Sec . & Treas) 
know if you can make tt. 

lAY6 1978 
CHAPTER X - CAPITAL AREA 
Director Allen Barnabei has set 
May 6th as a tcntativc date for 
the next CAPITAL AREA CHAPTER 
MEETING. It has not becn confirm 
ed as yet. However, keep this 
date open. These have all been 
Special affairs and this will be 
no except.ion. 

MAY 27 1978 

CHAPTER I - GOLDEN GATE 

Char.ge in locale is in store for 
Golden Gate Chapter members. The 
new meeting place to celebrate 
the 10th, anniversary of the Soc
iety will be at THE "EL RANCHO" 
RESTAURANT located at 1100 EL 
CAMINO REAL, HIlBRAE, CA. One of 
the important reasons for the 
change trom tbe Villa is that the 
EL RANCHO will provide a larger 
meeting room than the Villa has 
to otter. Also, it seems to be 
in a more central location and on 
of greater convenience to Chaptcr 
members . 
Director Fred Mangelsdorf has in
dicated that a very enjoyable 
program is in store for our mem
bers, The meeting is scheduled 
from 11: 30A to about 3PH \ i th 
lunch at 12:30. The tab will be 
S5.00 T&T includcd. Entrc: Stuf
fed Capon Leg with wild rice, 
Veg. Soup or salpd, drink, etc. 
A bulletin will be issued by Fred 
shortly with dctails. I~ad count 
(reservations) neccssary and of 
course out of chaptcr mcmbers arc 
invited t o attend . De sure and 
delete carlier meeting date that 
had tentativcly been scheduled at 
the Villa Chartier on May 13th. 

I 
I 
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~ 

? 

I 
LA TE FLASH: We have just received word as we go to press from Director Charles 

Morrison (2034 Del Rosa Dr. LA, CA 90041 - W6VI - 213/256-0842) 
that the de FOREST CHAPT ER III has scheduled a special anniversary reunion of its 
members to be held aboard the SS Princess Louise, moored dockside in San Pedro 
for MA Y 27 1978 (Sat.) Tab is $6.00 and worth it. Ladies, guests and visiting 
members are invited to attend. Be sure to attend. You will enjoy it . Reservations 
should be sent to Charlie as soon as possible for 'head-count' requested by ship . 

'--
fo~ 1b -TlJRIJ THe" WuzsLESS CfF/-

GOTTA HAVE SOMETHING 
TO CHEW ON DURING MY 

"DOG WATCH" 

c.a TELE6RAPHIC I!E'I CO. 
10' 

{! DfJN'r JUST SIT THERE. WRITE AN OLDn.UD8)"~ TODAY! 
• 1JtCFOa.T£Cl?7J7n nun an a • saTffJtu.u. an C)(R t.UJJIJt.TJ..1t~ •• n •• ~ 
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Sf)"TI' 

Oscar T. Harrison CHOP 

Changes .. • • 

Amateur Calls 

Cl lA 'GES IN CA LL LETTERS REPORTED I3Y ~IDR • 

~ IE~UJEH QTII NE\~ CALL DELETE 

DERXADY, , IiALTEH P . W2F P W2FP~1 

~1A 1 1W All , 1\ J 
FORS YTII , R SSELL K. . Kl,yS 

ROCKLEDGE, FLA . 

P R\ELL, UA ~ ~6FT WII6VGF 

SAN PAlLO, CA 

TOCKI~G , OTI S W. JR . AA4cy K4IEZ 

ATLA 'TA, GA . 
J OIINSO , GILBERT W. 9~ _ 9DI 

'Wo. WI N ETKA , ' IL 

COCll nA , E , MELVI ' R . \ 46 J \ A413CP 

~IAM I S PHI K S , FL 

o RO\\:-J , JOH 1 w . '6JO w6 i'\XZ 

F AIR OAKS, CA 

WII ITEHEA D, HERBERT L. W1ICE W2RFH 

NA RRAGA 'SETT , RI . 

SIIA\~, HAHRY II. ' N6CG W6 AWG 

DO L I AS, CA 
ZE LICII , CARL S . AAl,~n 

IERHITT IS LAKD, FL 

II ILL, JOII. C . IiA GIFQ WN6IFQ 

PACIFIC CoHO E , CA 
.AHNSTHO 'G, Jail , J . \~/,PKZ \~JFXR 

DAYTO 'A , F L 

HOODY, DO ALU G . \ GW IIQ ( CQ~ ) 

LA ME A, CA ' 

AZOY, GEOFFHEY ~ . W2XZ 
L ITTLE SILVER , NJ . 

PllliPEJ Cl lA L, GEORGE J . W<) SN 

UROOKFIEL D, I L 
DE LA RIE l! , FHA COI S VE2YD 

EPT-I LES, Q ED' C 

. . !ELSE , WILL IMI D. W5UD 
GEORGETO\v , TX . 

IlHOOKS , IIARHY ARTII R JH N1PG 

' 2 HE 

IIA HW ICH, ~1A 

DILLS, HOSE ELLE 

.PE:-J 'SVI LLE , NJ 

O 'COI 'OH, W~l. J . WD2NID 

K2GTZ 

\ 9 1 L 

VE2APK 

W7 R ' 

\~11101 1 

\v 2FGS 

Congratulations 

10 CANDLES 
on our cake .,1 , 

Sf~III~I)'JI .. I~S 
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1 
~ 
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~ 
1 
1 
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1 
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l 
t 
; 
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; 
l 
1 
1 

! 
1 

r~o 

1. 

2. 
). 

5. 

6. 

7. 

B. 

9 

10. 

11. 

A. 

B 

- C. 

D. 

E. 

sowp rJETS & SCHEDlA..ES. 
NET(C!LI) AREA COVERED DAV OF WEEK TZ LOCAL GI-IT FCV CHOP ANCS 

PICKERILL 

DO 

EDISON 

fiE MA CT NV 
NJ PA OH 
DO 

F'L GA . SC AlA TN 

MON 

TUE THU 

SUN 

PAC COAST CA AZ NV OR WA BC THU 

fRI 

TRANSCON US CAN HOLLAND THU 

TRArJSeON 2 TUE 

VAr>JKEE EASTERN t·IE NH VT MA SAT 

CAPITOL AREA D.C. DE MD WED 1 & 3 

JACK BI NNS PAC NW BC ::::TC TUE 

AV ::JCADO s. CALIF DAILV 

DO DO DO 

Transpac we HI AUSTRALIA fRI 

TR ANSATL ANTIC US CAN HOLLAND SUN 

GREAT LAKES/INLAND SEAS NET MON 

(New Net Star ting 2 0 f-furch 1978) 

SSB PHONE NE TS 
Happy Ho ur So Ca l I-Ion 

DO DO THU FRI 

Go lden Gate Harpv H ur Daily 

Pi cke r ill ME MA CT NV NJ PA UH SUN 

DO 00 

FOGGV BOTT~~ DC AREA 

WE SCAr~ 
Fi·l 

THU 

TU£ 2 & 4 

WEEK DAV S 
WEEK DAVS 

E 

E 

E 

P 

P 

c 

C 

E 

E 

P 

P 

P 

P 

c 
c 

P 

P 

P 

E 

E 

E 

P 
P 

0900 1400 3670 w3FVD Jack. 
W2ZI Ed 

1900 2400 3670 DO DO 

1400 1900 7053/7063 K4TF Bll1 

2000 0400 3555 

1530 23)0 7084 W6KHA Ernle 

1000 

1000 

1000 

1600 

1600 

14 , 25 W5QKU Os car 
14097 W6IC George 
14125 W5QKU OscQr. 
14097 K4 NP Vic 

1500 7040 W1DIU Bus 
K2IC Earl. 

2030 0430 )550 W3NVD John/ 

2000 0400 3555 W7LQ Ray 
W7AVP st an 

0830 1630 7084 W6KHA trnie 
W6VD Ray 

1500 2300 7084 W6K HA Ern i e 
W7VD Rny 

0500 1300 140 10 K6UJ Brandy 
W6TH Elmer 

1900 
1930 

1100 3550 PA~GL e OR 

0 100 ' 7065 
.0200 3 565 

lI'D9AUD 
Do . " S TEVE " 

1545 2345 3945 W6QQ B Fred 
W6RNZ Har r v 

391,5 ~16~!l tl Frnc 
WG!(i~l H,Jrry 

3945 WGOFL Holg~ 

163l' 0030 

1700 0100 

1415 

0930 

1000 

0845 
0915 

1915 3917 

1430 3917 

W?SF I'l i 1 t 
1112Z1 Ed 
W2LEL Don 

1500 39G7 W3DUG J ak e 

1(,45 
1715 

3740 VE7WZ Oill 
11.7 . 3 VE7W Z [Jill 

~ SUN P 1600 2400 3740 VE7ZP Len 

i Spl. OOTC - - USA - (CW) FRI - - - - E - -1100 1600-1~115-~'~~~: ~~:ie 
f. GO~ZALES SS B?CW NE T 

t K2NP Di 11, \\"G~1I.Z Hay 

l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~c=~=c~~c=~=c~~ 
11 . ; 

FRALEY, FHEOEIUC D. AhFF 0

1 
BROSTEK , ED\vARD c . :-i4Q 

1 LY:-;CHI3U HG , 1 TANPA, FL . 

l HUNPHEHY, JMIE ll . \ DGFJI \ A6JQQ COCHRA ' E , IELVIN H. w40[j J 

l \~ . PALr-l I3EACII, FL ~ mA 1I SPRINGS, FL 

t KOCH, WALTER K. w4N I \~JCHZ 0 ~1ARRINEH, ED . w6 ~I 
1 I 
1 

BRADEXTO~, FL ; 

PITZER, JOliN F . l\6JP K6vE l 
- LaJOLLA, CA 

PETTENG ILL , JOE 

; SA;'\ FHANCI CO, CA 1 
~ FORTIN , ~1AURICE J . XX wAltSXX S CHWELLA , ; ; 

R THERFOHD , 

FAA K 

i20C 

NJ 

N6FS 

;

0 PI ELLA PAHK, FL ~ 
GOLIJN ATEH , SE ' . UARR XXX K J IG 1 GOLETTI , N JAG 

1 COTT DALE, AZ . ; ALIQ IPPA, PA . 

1 fOODY, 001 ALD G . wG\ HQ (CQN) 1 GREE. ~IA ' , HOGEH B. W7 LQG 

\vA2VKY 

\~A4DCP 

\nZCL 

K6EL 

WJYDZ 

w 6~m 

! LA H' A, CA 1 LAS EGAS , :-JV 
{ RE IPE L, PI';TEH II . \W~EIY \ D6IJNH , HIVELY, J fES E . (COL) WA4JSZ WN4J Z 

1 AN DH 10, CA i RICIINO 10 , VA 

j .eeMt""!!."!MMMrs~rsrse~eMMMeeeMt l THm1AS , VERNON H. W132JDI • 

! rr--- ...;;-'1 i HADoo HEIGHTS, 'J 

I IJ 5 T I~~~~~~""=I' ,= 

o I.!r W;oI\"(JAZINE DEVOTED t 
~ r.O ' AMAT~UR WIRELESS I ! (, ~ rtf! 
: .• Offiti:JU)qan: A ....... ~ RoJM ReJ." l.Npa 1 ~ - U6 (!) 
I • New n.. ... lopmen ... C.W.T r............. 1 ,7 
1 • ,VllCUum TII~ Citell" ~. 1 ~ 
; Reai_ UncJawrouncl .ac! Loop , 

t I' ~~. R.d~y; Rela~ I 0 0 
1 

u,er .... Dcp .. tm ... , Work . • 11' ~ 
1 ~.'6ti~~.=-...... ~ { 
~ • rnorulC" ~ ib Q5T • ; 
I ' SP£CIA~ 'j-RIAL, OFFER III 1 
1 I ~w.. ,,;..c $2.00 per y.r. 20....... 1 
l 

~ --;. laarocIuttory "".: 7.......ahe ' 
:;" :~~I.ncI~ 

~"":~ ~~J ; 
~ I '_.':'~·4~i ~~~ ~ 
1 

RtnJRN COUPON ? 
Amman Raclio Rel.y Lcacuc. , 

; H.,dord, Conn. i i EndOled find $ 1 . pi"""", enter my tn.1 .. '-rip' [ 
: lion 10 QST for 7 mont.... 1 t , 
~ =-- ~ \'M GcT'nMS SICK A~O TI((eV OF ALI... 
~ A dv ert isem ent in " E xper i m enter' s ~ 1lils 6Af5A€l: ()J THE LUIR&LG§ L.A~LY, Ie 
; World " - D ec . 1920 . Page 18 , 

------------ -------------------------------------- ----------------------------------==================== 
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CHA 'GE m' CALL 

FERRA TO . FELIX L . 2363-P 
175 Wa lker Way, Vis ta, CA 92083 
NEW CALL ••••••••• N6IE 
DELETE OLD ••••••• K6ZB 

l 
I 
1 
I 
l ------------------1 KUDIAN, II(,;NRY 341-V I 

38 - 60 .w. 110th Ave., Coral Spr i ngs , F 
)3065 I 
NEW CALL ••••• •• • •• • v40sP I 
DELETE OL D ••••••••• W2U.~ ; ------------------ . ALMQUIST. C RI. o. 365-SGP 1 
35 Timber Lane, Northport , L.I. Hl'11768l 
NEW CALL ••••••••••• K2JN I 

_D_E_LE_ TE __ OL_D_._._ •• _._._ •• _._WB_ 2W_ D_F _____ I 
EDDY. JONATlL\N 1341-SGP I 
P.O. Box 21" IH cJ<inson Ctr. Hl' 12930 1 
NEW CALL • • ••••••••• K2JE 
DELETE OLD ••••••••• K2JR I 

510- P I 
Ft . Lauderdale, FL 1 

GASKI LL, '(ILLY AM w. 158-p 
202 Anglers Dr., Palm Bay, FL 32905 
NEW CALL ••••••••••• N4NF 
DELETE OLD ••••••••• K4CV 

{ 

LEl-:CH, ROBERT n. 2297-P I 
:r:rr-Cascade , Pine Lakes, Iron Spri ngs 
Rd . Prescott, AZ 86301 
NEW CALL ••••••••• V7LSO 

_ DE __ LE_TE __ O_~_._._._ •• _._.K_UZ __ U ___________ ~ 

HERMANSON, FLOYD A. 572-1' I 
8(b1 Pine Tree Lane , Lake Cl arke Shore, 
FL ))406 1 
NEW CALL •••••••• VItNFI 1 
DELETE 0~ •••••• V2DFS I 

--S-A-NSQ--RN--,--J-OHN---E-.---T- A- -- 3-6-------------

ItR-1, Bolt ij2, DePOt St. Dennisport, "' 
(Summer) 912 Tu.blinkling Rd. Tort 
Pierce, FL ""50 -Winter 1 
NEW CALL •••••••• V1yz [ 
DELETE OLD •••••• V1yz I 
OSTROWSKI, RICHARD J. 1965 -M 
33 Ravine Dr., Hawthorne, NJ 0 7507 
NEW CALL •••••• • ••• N2NA 
DELETE O~ •••••••• K2QDN 

NEW CALL •• •••••• • WB¢WOD 
DELETE OLD ••••••• VA1USP 

COT'l'F.RELI" "!MARD A. J R. 
590 Andrews St., L i v ermore, 
'EW CALL •••••••••• V06ATD 

DELETE O~ •••••••• VA2OWQ 

1964-V 
CA 94550 

GUNDERSON, UNOA (Pe tt i t) TA- 35 
20 Central Ave., Old Uri dge, NJ 0885 7 
NEW CALL ••••••••• K2LY 
DELETE OLD ••••••• V2LY 

1 

! 
1 

! 
I 
I 
1 

1 
l DEACII, JOlIN B. 2279-V 

2630 North Fr ench Rd . ' Eas t 
NEW CALL ••••••••• ~2LN 
OELF.TE OLD ••••••• W2LOH 

Amher s t, NY I 
I 
I 
I 

CHANGE OF CALL 1 
VIEClIMANN, EUIF.R F. 2620V 1 
(Still on LOST LIST) ( 
NEW CALL ••••••• N6IJ I 
DELETE O~ •• • •• wB6ccZ 1 ------------------1 YOUELL, FRANCIS A. 2509-V I 
Rt. 2 Bolt 45-B 
Steven.ville, HD 21666 I 
NE\{ CALL •••••••• VA3'<1AN i 

__ DE __ LE __ T_E_O_L_D_._._._._._.W_~_'_A_Y_E ______________ l 
FARRANCE, JACK 1591-V 
11024 Powder Horn Or. 
Potomac, KD 2085" 
NEW CALL •••••••• N3BZ 
DELETE OLD •••••• V3EIM 

JOHNSON, KENTON A. 2J08-p 
20554 Hartland St. # 6 
Canoga Park, CA 91306 
DELETE CALL •••••••• N6KJ 
RETAIN CALL •••••••• v6NKE 

DELETE CALL 
ELLISON, LLOYD M. 1518-v 
801, North Sterling Blvd, 
Sterling, VA 22170 
DELETE CALL V30NE 
No Amateur at present 

l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 
l 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ -----------------------1 CQRRECTIO OF CALLS 

BRAUN! HARRY D. TA-76 11 
175 South ~\a i ll St. 

folln!'." ARTHUR O. 1452-P 
lilt:: I.' lncheOl t c r lid. N., St. Pe tersbur' 
FL 337 10 
N~V CALL ••• • •• • ••••• VA41INZ 
DELETE OLD •••••••••• I.' 41 INZ 

r III.L, STEI'II F~ 1453-V 
l!JUl! " " 'l>tDlore l and St., Falla Church, 
VA 220/,6 
NEW CALL •••••• • •••• N4sP 
~~;TE OLD •••• ••• •• w4KRG 

GRln' FE , FRF.D ~I. 1553-V 
880<) St ork lid., AlUl3nda le, VA 22003 
NEW CALL •••••••••••• N4FC 
DELETE OLD •••••••••• W4IYB 

MI TCHELL , JOSF.PII II . 15 25-SGP 
P. O. Dox 5555, S UII Center, FL 33570 
NEW CALL •••••••••• • N/.NP 

DELETE OLD ••••••• •• w4NI'J 

COATES , FRF.D E. 960- p 
f azcIld3 Na~,.c th 
Soure , 11ha Hal'a j o, Para 68870 Brazil 
NEW CALL ••••••••• K4LC 
DELETE OLD ••••••• K4RQE 
DELETE OLD ••••••• WA6ICU 

VEST, JUDSON DYARD 1583-V 
g Lighthouse Ave . , St . Augustine, FL 
3208It 
NEW CALL ••••••••• WItGI 
DELETE OLD ••••••• '<I4UIIC 

ADAMS. EARL H. 1952-P 
4th UangH,g liou Rd., Jackson, HS 
39206 
NEW CALL •••••••• W5VPO 
DELETE OLD •••••• V85 INV 

STEGER, JAHES H. 525-V 
920 Kl ng James Way , EI Dor a do 
CA 95630 

Hi lls , 

NEW CALL ••••••••• N6JS 
DELETE OUO • •••••• VGAJA 

CA 9202' 

JOIIN<;O, , O:-; F.Y A. 75-SGP 
P.O. Box ', l! , For es tv i lle , 
NEW CALL •••••••••• WA6DLC 
D~LETE OLD •••••••• WN6DLC 

'<1000, c r':oI1GF. Dr 607-SGP 
tt ll Anz" Ave . , Vis t a , CA 92083 
NEW CALL •••• • •••• liA6iIHT 

IfiIU£lAIIU. mv! 
()9 Shi"le Lalle , Oceans i de , 
NEW CALL •••••• • •• vo6J J 
DELETE OLD ••••••• W 6NJN 

'~PF. Il , l!\I0r fro 876-M 
57 ) Ka l herine St . , Simi Vall ey , CA 
9JQ63 
NEW CALL •••••••••• N6PK 
DELETE OLD •••••••• WA 6KYP 

1996-M 
NC 

EW CALI .......... wOI, I I'll 
DE ' E T V Ot n WA (,flK Y 

RODERTS, ESTI LL G. JR . 1022-P 
5012 McCormick Ave., Greenwell 
LA 70739 

Springs 

NEW CALL ••••••••• K5XA 
DELETE OLD ••••••• WB50NR 

GEYF.R, JOl IN H. LCDR 2221-SGP 
1056 Uobolink Dr ., Virgi n ia Beach , VA 
23451. Phone : 80/ /',28-6599 

EW CALL ••••••• ••• N4rv 
DELETE OLD •••••••• W1 OH 

PlIF.LI'S , IH~:;OIlOR F. K. 881-P 
6289 Oide Orcha rd Dr ., Columbus , 011 
43213 Phone: 611,f866-6289 
NEW CALL ••••••••• w8TP 
DELETE OLD • •• •••• W9 IV 

SWAI M I FAA " I,. 12'Jl-P 
12113 Nurth Woody Creek Rd., Parker , 
CO 8013

" 
(Old Qlh : 12113 Nor th Woody Cr 

NEW CALL •••••••••• WII~PPE 
DEUETF. OLD • ••••••• WN¢PPE 

J)ELETR CAU,S 

ALVEII!;ON, JA IE!; fo . 2459-SGP 
:;06 ~: . " ai rViC\of Ave ., SAn Gabr iel, CA 
DELETF. CALL •• ••••••• • W6k.'YI 

IIOK~: I VF./lG V. I.. 88- " GP 
31,(, Wil lion St ., Pe l a luma , CA 94952 
DELETE CAI,L •••••••••• K611S 

II IGUEIIII, WILLIMI J . 718-v 
8/,:;67 - 7lh s t ., 'I" 'ona , CA 93:;62 
DELETR CALL •••••••• WN61QL 

Dolgeville , NY 13329 1 
AMATEUR: K2IV 1 CIIA 'G F. OF CALL 

1 H,\RVIW , LAURENC" A. 1609-P 

REMEMBER ••••• 

ANNIV. aso PARTY •• May 4-Sth ~ 
P.O. Box 287 , Oco t i l lo , CA 92259 
NEW CALL ••••••• N6LY 
DELETE OLD ••••• K6PY 

L 

"'11Y CW ? 
) 
1 

This is the provo=nt i ve title 1 
used by Doug Stivi s on, WA1KlvJ i 
who authored An nrticle of grea t i 
interes t in the February 1978 ' 
i ssue of ILO\N RADIO 1I00UZO, S ~Iag- l 
az i ne s tar t i ng on Pnge 42 . It i ~ I 
very inter s t i ng , cover i ng the ; 
tradit i ons of early day wireless ' . 
wi th a special ment i on of "TIle ' 1 
Old Timer " and "Sparks " and he' i 
even high- light.ed the us c of CI,. : 
with the ama~eurs a s a mode of t 
cOllllluni cations around the gl obe. I 
lie concludes his article by a I 
brief sunvnary of the appeal of 1 
COW and why he likes it as simply j 
••• "The fun of it " . ! 

Doug WA1KIJ gives 
'Wi reless Pioneers 
is appreciated . 

l 
the Society of i 
a mention wh i cl l 

It might be mentioned thAt Imll 
feat.ure s ••• ' Thos e gSL cards" i n 
~hi s i ssue, coveri ng t.he sub jec t 
In greater depth t ha n we have 
ever s een previ ous l y . Thanks t. o 
member JohnnySandi on who tiCs 
t.he lI~lorni ng layor" progr am on 
Canadian I E 620 CK up ~ n Regina , 
Sask . You can ca t ch lum wec!c
days 6-9AN if wi t hi n range. 

A special 'Kudo" to J im Fisk, 
'WlllR, Ed i tor in Chi ef of lIam Rd o 
Hori zons for such an i nt.ere s t i ng 
iss ue 

gSL CARDS - CHANGE I 
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We have received a nUmber of re- t 
ques t s from members who lould l 
like £M:k LETTERS pr i nted i n l ar ( 
ger typo . To accommoda te t his , 1 
we have made a s l ight mod i fic a- I 
tion to the f ace of our QSL card 
whi ch will a llol printing up t.o 1 
60 Point DOll) FACE . Ive I ill do 1 
this by decreasi ng the size of ! 
"Life Member" Society of 'Wirelesl I 
Pioneer s in t he top panel (above ; 
the r ed box "Professional, etc" I
placin~ it ri!bt above and leav- 1 
i n« t he entir e space for call 
let ters . This wi l l a l s o pro- 1 
vide more space in bot.tom lef t 1 
panel for name, address etc. Or ~ 
for that matter if entire bot.tom , 
is us ed as one pa nel, as i s s ome ; 
t i mes t.he case . 1here I il l be '1 
a small cha nge on t.he impr int.ing I 
on back side, most.] to give 
more space on line 4, " at ....• 1 
• • •• • Qrr : on •.• .•. . .. .. •. .. mHz . I 
Ve a 'Or s ome DLA I 
i~ · t lin Q - orders a our pri: 
ter has been sl~ampc cl, however he 
has AS ured that lend t.ime ,hopl. I 
now be not over 10 clays . I 

1 
1 
1 

L:INDSAY, W! LLIAM H. 1649-V 1 
P.o. box t§ , ~Iazrulla , '<IA 98833 1 

CIIANGE OF CALL 

NEW CALL ••• • •••• • ••• W7WS 1 
_~ _____ 0_~_._. _ •• _. _ •• _._. _.w_5s_~ ___________ 1 
SNJDF~ , " VERFTT, R. 1425-V 1 
)00 Abbot , Rl c h land , WA 99352 1 
NEW CALL •••••••••• • V700 1 
_~ __ LE_TE __ 0_LD_ ._._. _ •• _._._ •• _K_7oo ____________ . 1 
FLAr. I,~;Rd RonERT II. 1,c0R 198('-SGI' I 
21.(;0:; - 59 t h " . E. , Ar h ng ton , 10'04 98 223 1 

EW CALL ••• ••• •• •• 7ZA 1 
. OE. '. L.E.TE.' _O_L_D_ ... ' ••••• _._ . ... W. 7.A_B_F _________ . l 
LAYTO~ , JOIII\ F. . 2291 -P I 
To%!l - h th .'1., S n ltle , WA 98125 
NE.'W CALL •••••••••• "7XM 1 
J)EI,ETE OLD •• • ••••• " ?CPS 509-P ~ 

WA 9n33R I 
I _____________________ 1 

CUIIT'S , ROY A. 828-v 1 
~11il "ont ~t;d, Ave . , Phoeni x, AZ 8:;015 1 

EW CALL •••••••••• K7Rl: 1 
_DE __ LE_TE_' _0_LD __ •• _. _ •• _._. _. K_'7_,IQ_L ____________ 

1 
~~'4~J Cl IARIl .I . 23'J7-V 
Pl lle Dr ive , Ua1loll 011 1, 1, 618 
N~'W CALL ... . ...... w8x I 

I 
I 
1 IJEI.ETE OLD • •• •• ••• • • BoPI\ 

----------------------1 2J 14 - v l 
IIr ., S. " . , l'acom , WA I 
.\ . 

I ______________________ 1 

1 1M K , ~\~V~ I , 1363-P I 
017 _.,lu" 1It1 . , Co l umbia , ~C 29210 1 
NEW CALI .. ......... IW',IIVL l 
PELI.1''' OLD •••••••• lm¢cPI' i 

-------------------- . " \ II ·" ')" IIV\"'"Iil ' I . T,\- 12 I 
1)1,1, ; I' ,n; l ;, l . h i n,tI · il .. Ill'"ch 1" .))7ul: I 
Nm< CALI, • ••••••••• WjCJoC I 
DELTI-: 0 1,11 •••••••••• ' 31-:1' )' I 

~ 

JACK BINNS EDITION 

Wm.C. Willmot 

THANK S t o "B i ll" W i llmot for 
again making arrangements for 
the Soc iety's Annual "OSO" 
Party whi ch so many enj oy. 
Wr i t e Bi ll i f you have any quest 
t ions on the following arrange
m ents . E nc lose SASE please. 
B i ll w il l be glad t o answer. 

sowp uOSO"PARTY 

So.IP lOth AN. l'IERSARY C.I QSO PARTY 

SO .. iP will celebr at.e its 10th Anni ve r sary 
"n Hay h, Ina . On of the highlirh ts of 
t.he ar.ni \{er~ary will be its J r d Annual 
C:' _0 Part.y . I n pas t year s , t.his part.,Y 
has been held on th first full weekend 
in June . There have been m1inerous sug
gestions t hat we hold our QJO pa rti es 
0:1 we kdays I'at.hp. r t han weekends t o !tet 
away frcl', weekend QH/'i . t"e will give i 
a try this year . 

I ~1tially , we had planned t o have this 
year' s party on J une J and L. However , 
we wi l l now hold he party cn ThurSday 
a nd F'rida\' , Hay L and S to ccmmemor a te 
the Socie t~" ~ Bi rthday . Of fici ally , the 
party will r un f or t he f ull Lll -h o1lr G :T 
oe r ied . For t he benefit of t hose who 
canr.ot. par tiCipa t e for the f ull pe r iod , 
it. is su ,es t ed t ha t CQ ' s of pa rt- t i'l1c 
participar. t s'be made on t he even hours 
du r ing the party. 

As in the past , i t is S1l pested that t he 
gather i ng place be SS khz up fron the 
l ow end of each a"la t eur bi/nd . !c'li cl's 
shoul d use ~he c enter of t.he novice band 
~t i s a l so su~gested t hat. tho~e ~ t h 
hir,her class licenses spenn some tir.e in 
the !;o~ce bands t o give ever yone an op
POr tunl ty t o er j oy the f es t i vit ies . 

Exchanges of infom a tion sh 01ll d i nc h'de 
as a ninimul'l , naiT,e s <lno S ,I i' member s hip ' 
number s . Other information a rod r al,; chel"
ir.C is opti onal. The call however , Ilill 
be CQ SC.'tiP . 

Bill Hilbct , IiLTF (VP Ch~ ter s/ RI:PR ) 
~~ll be t he par ty coor dinator and all 
sllgrest ions s~ouJ d be sent t o hin ASA P. 

To c cr~enorate the 50cie t y ' s 10th bi rth
en:l , a ve r y SllCci al Certificate " i ll be 
;n:arded to all st<lt.ions makinp 10 or 
nor e CW cont ac t s with fell ow n mber s . To 
qua l i fy, me m ers sh ould send a Ji s t of 
c ont ac t s m<lde , sho~i ng date , time , Call 
1(: e r e of station c ontac t ed .,nd :;,(J(: P 
:r. , ~nbel' ship nllmber , t o: Pe t e Fer:1ande z 
;:1 '~ " 129 ili;lJc" h Hoad , Cr el'nv j]]e , s:c. 
29607 . Pete is ou r V. P. f or Awa r<l s ana 
wi ll i ssue all cer ifica t es . 

To keep Societ.\· oper a ting c es s d C'wn , 
mlnber :; desi r i n,:: a Certi fi ca e lill!;'J' i n
c lucl' wi t h t hei r lis tinp, 'In er.v" l o;:e ane 
re II rn pcs t are . For t hos e desi r i n/' thl"i r 
e l' l,t Hi ca l ' :; t o be Maill' d ,.- Hho"t fold i nr 
a l a rge envelooe 6; x II - inch or l a r ger 
will be r eqnired. 

Le t liS all l'IaYe hi s the hi f pe!; ,1nd 
hes t (ISO Par :t ye t.. Pl eas ma r k YOll r 
c:l l "nda r s nr w ar d pa s s the word alol1/' . 

- )0 -
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A ROUTINE WATCH 

We soon got our first sight of the 
ColomlJiu in the now brighter dnylight, 
her hO\ ",os high ill the oir ond her ster 
was submerged with waves crashing over 
it. \ e put in as close as our Captain 
dared and launched one of our boats. 
Our cre, rowed with the energy and spiri 
of a antucket ,,'haleboat pursuit and soo. 
looked only like a tiny six legged water 
bug on the surface flailing its legs, 
then disappeared completely. 

In the radioroom Chris was in contact 
"'i th the Colombia operators and they 
reported that ollr boat had arrived, and 
they then signed the Colombia off the ail 
forever. 
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women possengers who were clad in little 
more thon nightgowns and not much else 
and soon our decks blazed in color as 
the delighted women donned the colorful 
garments. I gave one of my white shirts 
to a lady who had donned a hot, scratchy 
woolen pullover sweater and was sitting 
in agony in the hot hwnid atmosphere. 
Other members of the crew donated various 
garments and soon we had an amazing 
assortment of Mardi Gras Atmosphere on 
our decks. 

The problem now confronting our Captain 
was what were we going to do with 234 
extra people when we were southbound 
with our next stop at Corinto, icaragua. 
The answer was one as though designed for 
the occasion, one of our sister ships, 
the SS LA PERLA was northbound and we 
,ere going to pass each other that day. 

After a couple of hours it slackened 
down and then a man appeared witb a 200 
word press message he wanted sent to tbe 
Los Angeles Times! He had borrowed a 
typewriter from the purser and bad wbip
ped out a story. First we bad to send 
messages to the Tim&6 offering tbe story 
and await their rep~ which came quick
ly. It was most li~ely the first mess
age ever sent "collect" from a ship, we 
didn't even know if it was legal! This 
man was so grateful for our efforts tbat 
he gave us a S10 tip, not much in our 
present day economy but at that time it 
was 10% of a month salary for eith Chris 
or me. 

Our hoat returned at a more lei surly i 
pace and soon its occupnnts were ubonI'd, i 
the Huuio Operators to our radioroom and 1 

A rendezvous was arranged by radio to 
meet in lagdalena Bay to transfer pass
engers, we proceded there and dropped 
anchor. 
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About this time the now clothed and fed i 
passengers were recovering from their I 
ini tial shock and started becoming con- 1 

About 7PM the LA PERLA came nosing cau
tiously into Nagdalena Bay and anchored 
about a mile away; We lowered our gang
way and soon boats were shuttling back 
and forth, this time without the big 
swell they had on the ocean. When the 
last boat was back and hoisted aboard 
into its chocks we weighed anchor and 
steamed slowly out giving a last salute 
on our whistle, and soon were out at. sea 
steaming south again as though nothing 
had happened. Chris and I sat in the 
chaos of our radioroom looking dwnbly at 
each other and asking the same question; 
"Who's on watch?" 

Capiain Oa\(s to our bridge. One of the l 
operntors was named Dob Hntch, (not the ! cerned for their loved ones ashore whom 1 
Bob Hatch) of lackay Hadio of later . 
years) but I don't remember the name of ( 

they knew would hear about the situation . 
and be worried. Rescuing persons is ( 
free but there are no such provision in / 
radio tariffs, however '''hile these people I 
might not have take time to clothe them- ; 
selves when they fled their staterooms, i 
they had all snatched their purses! i 
They started appearing in greater numbers : 
in the radioroom and oon ,,,e had a land- { 
office business. 1 borrowed S50.oo from ! 
the Purser and soup plates from the i 
Chief Steward to serve as cash drawers i 

ihe other. nut the e last to leave i 
their s hip hAd time to pack all of their i 
belollgings and we chuckled to sec thai i 

Two weeks later, now northbound, we 
passed the spot on a Sunday afternoon. 
The Captain put our ship in close but 
the only sign to tell that the Colombia 
had ever been there was the tip of a 
mast sticking out of the water with a 
cargo boom crashing back and forth in 
the waves as tho protesting the fate of 
such a fine ship. 

one of the operators had busied him elf ~ 
wi th removi ng ihe .tubes and meters from : 
the nnyhow anel was doomed to go dO\m wi th ~ 
the s hip. lie had them all packed care- ~ 
full y in a suitcase . / 

i 
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The Chief 'ngineer had not only brought 
hi s geAr but had a nwnller of sack of 
brocaded Chinese gnrments he had pur
chn eel in I'un[lmn to bl'ing home. lie 
generousl~ turned them allover to ihe 

i 

and fell io counting' ords and calcu- i 
lating Charges, feeding the messages to : 
Chris who ill turn kept a "pipeline" going { 
to KSE. ( 

i 

Dalton J. Bergstedt 

The Master'. 
Voice ... 
( Cant i nued from Paqe 3 ) 

direct current in the earphone 
cords which were poorly in
sulated by the woven cloth 
covering. The metallic fillings in 
my teeth had started to act like 
plates of a wet battery. 

This initiation indelibly im
pressed my conscience about the 
ill effects of interference. Even 
now, I listen a bit on the 
telephone before speaking. Many 
hasty people have hung up , 
thinking I wasn't there, One side 
advantage is that I can tell if the 
call is long distance due to 
hearing the microwave carrier 
effect. After the jarring ex
perience, I always send the 
railroad Morse code "c", which 
sounds like "I E" in radio code 
and is intended as a "Clear?". It 
protects local ears. Sometimes, I 
get a yen to give some of the loud 
and discourteous CBers a similar 
shock treatment. to cure them of 
unnecessary bad habits. 

... 0 newcomer on "The Henry 
D.", I was really rattled to have 
such a big signal chose me off, 

l / [ 
l 1 was off watch. "Ok", he said. 1 formance had saved many dollars 
l I got the message, loud and clear ? "Take a message to the l 'n tug fees, It had made points at 
l - "Sparks! Where the hell have i Skitkovitch Stevedoring Company 1 the main office for the Captain 
I i and ask them if we should use l and showed him to be a fearless 
[ you been? We've held up the ship 1 tugs upriver ," l navigator with expert control of 
? for over on hour." I I started the quench gap and 1 his twin screw steamship, 
l . called WCC (Cape Cod) . He said, l Maybe some day, I could be a 
1 streets, apparently built on cow { "Up" which meant: go to 675 l fearless master, I thought, 
i paths before the Revolution, got ( meters and send it. Fine. It 1 however, subsequent chronology 
{ me turned around completely.? seemed that I was getting pretty I and aptitude didn't make it so, 
1 The sun came out shortly, t good at this. Standing around [ There are, however, quite a few 
t revealing a few landmarks which 1 with my earphones on, I could see l wireless and e pe tors woo 
i set me right. ( a young seal swimming along with 1 moved up to become captains of 
i Apparently. divine providence i the ship-a cute little bugger and 1 ships, military, industry and 
i watches over dumb apprentice i a sort of an escort. Suddenly, my i government. Consider for 
. radio operators because there, in (' day dreaming came to an abrupt 1 example, Captain Kurt "Stay-
I the window of a pawn shop, was' halt when I realized that WCC l Put" Carlson of the American 
~ a Royal Pica typewriter . With ~ was supposed to call me with an 1 Export Line, who has been 
[ minor haggling, I got it for five answer, I hadn't heard him, I I televised time and again for 
~ dollars and took off for the street ~ looked at the dial of the 3-tube l sticking with his sinking "Flying 
[ car with the non-portable mill· receiver and got a mild shock. I Enterprise" and finally jumping 
i under my srm. 1 had left it on the "working" 1 overboard when it sank. The 
i Far off at the end of the long i frequency! Quickly sliding down 1 whole world watched his 
i dock, the Captain was blowing to 600 meters, I called WCC, who l dedication to Rules of the Sea, 
I the whistle. With a permanently very sarcastically (st least it ( which he survived. He started out 
1 cramped right arm, I struggled in sounded that way) sent: "Where 1 as a combination mate/operator, 
1 double time. At the foot of the have vou been? - UP", 1 which means he operated the 
( gangplank, with half of the crew i wireless as well as standing a 

i ~~~::gge,ovr:udhe a~~l. ~I::: the ~ de~~e~~~~~r:~ss~:~~t:~~~eral 
l "Sparks! Where the Hell have ... current examinations are not \ David Sarnoff, who won fame as 
i you been? We've held the ship for up-to-<late with the complex state [ the land-based operator who 
i over an hour." I almost dropped of the art because, for one, the 1 handled the distress traffic from 
i the machine, when he asked for transistor hod not been invented 1 the Titanic, to become a captain 
( the receipt which I forgot to get. when the Communications Act of i of industry as the President of the 
i Thinking it over, I figured that he 1934 was DOSSed into low. i Radio Corporation of America . 
I had a notion that I had gone west i Let's not forget Senator Barry 
I with his fin, never to return. l Goldwater of Arizona, who spent 

Earlier, when I first got aooard i. Maybe that's why he held the 1 considerable time in Asia 
the '"SS HENRY D. '" afte r a train ship. The message on the "Up" said I teaching the Chinese the Morse 

~ d h t th "Old to use tugs due to the ice - which t d d ' t ' ride to Boston, everything con- (: It turne out t a e i co e an IS now a very ac Ive 
" F' d k' ell rattled me so badly that my notes· d' A t W7UG ceivable happened. Apparently, Man was a IOn an amy I ra 10 ma eur . 

(. b II. h Id were hard to read. Time was [ R t ' d Ch ' f f P l' f 
J'ust plain beginner's luck. The man of great Uu., w 0 wou I e Ire Ie 0 0 Ice 0 

I bli I t' t f b ' running out and the Captain [ M k M' h' F d bosun's mate got me up at 7 A.M., ( pu c y cas Iga e me or emg us egon, IC Igan, re 
t· b ' tIl t would be in trouble, I thought , I'll t' Ca t h It d t b d ' 

Pounding on the door of the shack unsmart, ut prlva e y. a er - s en 0 z, use 0 e a ra 10 
. h Id th t h h d t get fired for the delay, but copied I t / t h" f th 

(radio room) to inform me that the / e wou say a e a 0 [ opera or ec mClan 0 e 
I f d·· I' h' h' d the notes on a message form . I I d t t b f h d d clam shell boom had destroyed. en orce ISCIP me on IS s Ip an t epar men e ore e a vance 

d f 1 k d . f tried the typewriter but it had " t th ttl th 1 d . the 2-wire flat top antenna t' 0 avors i e a vancmg a ew . 0 e op spo, n e an wire 
d II f d· " J·ammed. Finally, I got it together I b Ch t between the high masts. '"The ole /' 0 ars 0 '"spen mg money, ( area, one remem ers e 

h 1 I · th th t snd feeling important, I hurried l H tl f b d t tw I. man wants it fixed", he said, 1 w i e proc aimmg to 0 ers a un ey 0 roa cas ne or .. 
d d h t to the bridge and handed it to the f h li d . il d hen I went to the bridge, he had he i n't ave an extra cen lame wove 10 a ra roa 

I b d Captain, who was coming down [ d t t t d I. d other ideas . He WAnted a [ a oar. I epo ou wes an wor .. e 
i W h d ff f P 'd the companion way, He took one t d' b Sh 1 1'1. typewriter purchased with the' e s ove 0 or rovl ence, I poun 109 rass . ow peop e U.e 
t· I d 1 b S· look at it and said, "Sparks for t GAt t d hi 't five dollar bill he handed me! R.I.. toun oa more um er. mce . ene u rey s rumme s gUI ar 

owhere in Boston could I bu i it was winter time, the Captain cry sakes - we're already tied to / while working down at the 
. b d . the dock!" (I looked over and sure ~ '1 d t t' b f h b a '"mill'" for half a saw buck. / worried a out icing con ihons . ral roa s a IOn e ore e ecame 
I h d h enough, we were and I hsdn't i f It ' b bl th h ince I needed the J'ob prett [ which mig t cause amage to t e amous, s pro aye way e 

h 11 d h b 'd noticed that the engines weren't I . d h' d ' h d badl ,I said, '"Ye ,SIR'" and took I sip. He ca e me to t e rl ge [ exercise IS sen 109 an, 
t d h running.) I Of th off from the dock to the treet car i and aske me to contact t e [ course, ere are many 

(a nickel fare). on 'mission im- I Standard Oil tanker.r- "Emery So what could I say (Sir)? I 1 more who provide historic proof 
h h . t I slinked away and for the rest of· th t t ' . t ' possible.' A long walk in down- i Dean" , w ic was steammg ou . / a opera mg a commuruca Ions 

B I k · [looked up several listing books the dsy, I stayed out of sight.; radio station stimulates 
town oston, 00 ing mto store i and found the call letters in the Later, reflecting on the fiasco, it j creativity, be it the citizens band 
window~ for at , iter . didn , t' developed that the Captain ( h bb di 
get me 1 ..... I disl.':, t.: red that 1 Berne (Switzerland) list. There . 0 y ra '0, amateur, civil or 

d th I 
I was no response to several calls, wasn't mad at me at all, because ( military, or just plain working for 

pas e e same store severa . i t 11 bbl ' I . ,. . . 

I 

t· Th . d" 'whir~ mesnt that the operator ac ua y, my urn 109 per· t an mterestmg livmg at It , Imes . e win IDg, narrow : : i 
MMW~~~~MJ~ifo)~lJ,lMNllM!!:lJ!W.!lMl\I¥!ll¥PM!M\l!!!U!!!R'%J!\)I!lQ!IMIIM!\l!!!\npQlIMlI'@JlVI}' 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 

RECLASSIFICATION OF MEMBERS 

A reclassification of members was approved by Society Directors in late 1975 and the pro
ject was initiated in March 1976 and full information was fumished all members in the 
SPARKS NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT (Spring/Summer issue) published May 6 1976 and 
fumished all members to Serial 2300 (Pages 2 and 3) . 

The classification listing below will fumish all members the dates used on establishing of 
each group. Arrangements were also made to print up "OVERLA YS" for each group that 
could be used by the member (do- it-yourself) to change (a) hi s wall certi ficate, (b) hi s 
wallet card (c) his identification card and (d) his amateur cert ificate (i f he had an amateur 
station. Members were invited to write in - sending along a S .A. S .E. for overlay whicr 
would update his credentials to the new classification. 

The new classification suffiX has been used on all members from #2300 to date . W e do 
occasionally receive a letter from older members inqui r ing about thei r classification since 
they perhaps note that the classification suffix used on dues statements ( for example) do 
not agree with their certificate or card. It is apparent that they overlooked the article in 
our 1976 Newsletter Supplement or have forgotten about it. 

We have retained these OVERLA YS and they are sti II avai lable to correct your certificates 
or cards with the proper suffix classification. The OVERLA YS are printed on gummed 
paper - of the color/texture of the card or certificate and using a little care, they can be 
pasted over the old classification suffix and no one would ever know the difference. 

Should a member wish a new wall certificate or amateur certificate, we wi II order one 
printed for him or her. The cost is $1.50 which is about our cost of imprinting and mail
ing (1st class). Should you wish new I~nt or Wallet Cards, please enclose 25 cents for 
each to cover mailing and stock. ALSO BE SURE TO ENCLOSE A STAMPLED RETURN 
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE (SASE) for reply. This is important as we simply do not have 
the clerical staff to handle all correspondence unless we streamline our operations, and 
this will assist greatly in retuming your Overlays without undue delay. Following is a 
repeat of information carried in the 1976 DIRECTORY/CALL BOOK - PAGE 17, F . Y.I • 

S-SGP SENIOR SPARK-GAP PIONEER (Prior 1915) 

' These ~ the "1i~;, members of the profession. rhey were the 
'IIvllnt .garde' lind Ihe entrepreneurs whO began w i th nJdi mentary 
c nJde equipment (and i dells) who played II great pllrt i n the devel· 
opment of this embryonic system which besicllily i s the loundation 
o f many development s in the electronic f i eld we know today , in
c ludi ng radio broadcas t ing, Televisi on , and the many phases of 
sophist icated communication modes used throughout the world. 

Many of these members were " Cert i ficate of Ski II" holderS or equal. 
The majority were e"tremely resourceful end used thei r intellectual 
awllreness end tal .... t to improve and ref ine the system through thei r 
contributions to the art. In the parlance of the see, these men 
were the "shellbecks" of the profession. 

SGP SPARK-GAP PIONEERS (1915 - 1925) 

Thes e members began thei r professional careers between 1915 end 
1926 . The excit ing stories of the " w i reless" in sav ing lives on 
the Steamships Republic i n 1909 and especillily the SS Ti tanic in 
1912 sparked the interest of hundreds of young men who d<>c i ded to 
enter this e"citing profession. 

Most of these members saw service wring WW- 1. They helped 
to refine the art w i th suggested improvement and new invent i ons. 
They were pri vy to the f i eld test ing of new equ ipment and inven
t ions which Illter becllme stenderd instllilations . Some of the i m
portant developments included the use oJ transmi tting and recei v ing 
tubes , the Instllilat i on of high power arc s tlltions IIround the world 
by the U . S . Nllvy. Commercilll counterparts - The Ale"anderson 
A ltemators and a multipl i c i ty of similar installllt ions i mproved the 
dependebility of communi cations to II high degree. 

It m i ght be slli d that the Communi cat ions InWstry "grew up" during 
th i s period and the wireless (now clliled radio) became lin indis 
pensable aid to world Shipping lind the eKpanded commun ications 
that pos t-war activities lind commerce demanded. 

"p" P IONEE RS ( 1926 • 1939) 

In th e m i lletY\ium of tima, ther e were grellt changes in short p r i
Ods . These members began their professionat careers when som e 
of these great changes were taking placa in the radio-telegrllphic 
inwstry. The development of high-frequencies and H .F. equ ip. 
ment through this period brought profound changes i n the scope and 
rel iability of radio-telegraphy. Thllnks to the unions and IIlso to 
mllny self-enlightened emptoyers, great improvement s were made 
i n the comfort and pay of those i n the profeSSi on. SignifiCllntly, 
many members who stllrted thei r careers wring this period have 
rema ined with thei r profeSSion over the years . Many quickly rose 
to positions of affluency i n the communicat ions field or In inWstry. 

"V" VETERAN (1940 - 19 49 ) 

The " V.teran" m embers entered their profeSSional careers cl.Jr ing 
the 1940' s (1940- 1949 inct.) 

Most of thesa members were Aadio-Off icers "on assig"lment" wr
ing WW-2. Hi ghly sophisticated communications equipment and 
navigat i onal aids had been developed (especially In the mil i tary 
service/s) wr ing the war yeers calling for skill of the highest order 
to maintain and operate this highly tecmical equipment. This 
WIIS provided by this 'new generat i on' of profess i onals. 

"M" 
: 

MEMBERS (1950 to OA TE ). 

TheSe are members who have been p rofess ionlllly IIssigned s i nc e 
1950 and Joumeymen members who hav spent few yea rs i n t e pro
fessi on but who were se tect ed on h basis o f sl< i lls requi red to op
erate and mainta in th compl x eQ\.upment now i n use . 

The i r ~k i ll will m a tch and perhaps eKcell tha t o f th 0 her c lllssi f icII ' 
t i ons rue to th transi t ion o f the Industry w i Instellat H)n s o f 'len 
later sophist icllted elec tronic CQU,p.,.,ent which clllls fo r the highes 
degree of profes s i onal s k ill . Wt"de perhaps now i n the f i l.d , v iew ed 
at 10f""Hi) range. thei r technica l sl<lIl Of'Id p rofi Ciency I S per os short of 
am z ing. Many an ·olcf.t i mer' would bc 'Iostl i f he sat IN'f"1 at a 
modem·dey opet'at ing pos it i on . 

tlTA fI TECHNICAL AS SOCIA TE S 

The 'common-denominator' of all members , regardless of c lass i f l 
cetion, except for fl Technica l-A s soc i ates" is th e requ i rCf"l""ent of hav
ing been assigned .."d actually operllt i ng a radio- telegraph c, reui t o r 
pos i t ion. This of c ourse m a y have been in comm rci al or m ili tary 
serv ices such liS members 01 the Signal Corps , Navy (sh,p s and 
stilt ions) , Coast Guard, L i hthouse S erv ice , A v ,et ;on and i n the 
many f i elds of Govemm nt and Pri vat e Serv ices wh,ch have emolo y'" 
redio-tel egraph pers onnel to operate he uipment and " y s tem . 

TECH ICAl A S SOC IATE S who heve b en app roved fo r a ff i l ,at ion IIr" 
not vot i ng membe r s o f the Soci t y . They ore howe v r i nv l too tn a t
tend S oc i ety gather i ngs and w ill e u ,~ d Society pu IiC3t ions . 

Technical A s sociat s e re sponsored by Soc.; y m emt:oe rs . Mo~ 1 
have had c lose a ff i lia t ions i n one w ay or <-,no e r wi th radio- I rap 
act i v i ti es th roughout thei r l iv s such a5 En ine rs o r rnai nt CO:ln( co 
personnel : those i n A dmi n istra t i v e POSI ione; or who a v \.' n c:.chf"-ols 
in s tall ed equ ipment or pcr 5 have S clo llzed i n ttl lit ~ r,:) r 

w r i t in g abou t equi pment U!> orU\8 t relot in to 
and m embers . 

TC'Chnl cal A ssoc lat u~ i n t e rc·s ed shoul request one o f ~.J r r"I"' C"f""nt,. r '3 
t o sponz..>r. In th i r appl icat ion th ey s Jld tu rn lS a r(\$..,Jrr ", ' " , 

t hO'I( In t eres t and associu tion over the y enr s In the cf')rT"munjc~" C""s 
f lt: l d. A sustaining f IS requi red from In IV l ctJols I n {15~IS cos t 
o f fu ndi "'J b llcat ions, mailIn g x cnsc~ , l~tC . Cu(rt 'f"llly th i .:; I~ 
$ . 50 er yeor w i th an in i t i t ion 1 of '5 2 . 5('1 . 1'0> Socict~ th rou< 
i t s M em c rS Ip Comm it tee reserves th r i h i 10 Dec pt Or (~Icc t p
pi iClltoon" eKcept thos approved Y Oi r etor<; lind ollie .,; o f th 
organizat ion. 

IJ ~ . ', ".. 1 
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By 

R.F . LATIMER 
ell Bnt. Pounder. 1940s/ 50s. 
Ca.adlan Merchanl Mrvic~ 
63 Johastolle Avmue 
Dar.mo ..... No.a Sco.la 

" 000000 

Remember S.S. florizel 
I. wHI be six.y yean on 14 

F~bruary siner .he 
pass~naer/c:a"lo s.eam~r. 
S.S. "FLORIZEL" was 
wl'Kked when she ran 
aaround on Hom Htld 
Poln.. off Cappahayden. 
near Cape Race. 
Newfoundland on a voyage 
from Sa In. John·s.o H .. ifax . 
Wllh her back broken and 
bottom .orn ou'. .he once 
s.urdy vess~1 disin.egra.ed. 
wilh a loss of 96 lives among 
her pass~ngers and crew 
~mben . 

Cau~ of .he grounding 
and .he de.aUs surrounding 
.h~ rucue of .he 41 
passeng~rs aDd cr~w who 
survived re_lned a mystery 
for .. ore .h ....... f a un'ury. 
••• iI .Ile .ubjec' was 
evidm.1y VeY} w~. researched 
Ity CuIit Brown. as she 
rela.es .h~ story In her book. 

A WINTER'S TALE - The 
Wl'Kk of .he "Floriul" - . 

On Pag~ 116 of .his ex· 
ceUen. book. men.ion Is 
made of .he ship's Radio 
Officer. Mr. Cecil Caner. 
pounding out .he dis'ress 
mesSige in morse code on .he 
wireless key while on 
e~rgency power. Bul no 
men. ion has bun made in 
Ihis book of Ihe man who 
received Ihe FLORIZEL's 
SOS at Ihe radio sIal ion al 
Ca,~ Race. Thl. was 
probably an oversighl bu. 
cerlainly worlhy of menlion. 

Cenain crew memben of 
Ihe ship s. "HAWK". 
"TE RRA NOVA". 
"HOME". "GOROON C" 
and "PROSPERO". who 
pla~ ed imponanl roles in Ihe 
reKue operalion, " 'ere 
awarded Royal Humane 
Sociely Medal for Bravery al 
Sea . Among Iho~ of Ihe 

crew who survived. I'm sure 
many displayed courage and 
forli'ude. as well as good 
~amanshlp. In Ihe face of 
"mosl c~nain dea.h . 

Among .hose who played a 
very imporlanl pan In Ihe 
rescue. in my opiQion. was 
Ihe man who received and 
logged Ihe dis.ress message al 
Ihe Cape Race wireless 
s.a.ion and relayed Ihe in
formalion '0 SainI John's. 
This good man's name did 
nol surface. and ~come parI 
of Ihls inleresling drama, 
unlll his obiluary appeared in 
Ihe 14 January 1978 Issue of 
Ihe H .. ifax Chronicle·Herald 
under Ihe heading 
FUNERAL HELD FOR 
PIONEER TELEGRA
PHER -. HJs name -
Mr. Jo~ph P. Brennan. 
ale 84. on~ of Can· 
ada's flnt 15 wireless 
o~ra'on . Indeed Iruly a 
pioneer professional Brass 
Pounder. who. a. on~ lime In 
his career worked for .be 
Marconi Company. as w~1I as 
helping to man .he radio 
sta.lon and IIf~boa's on Sabl~ 
Island. In addition '0 .h~ 
service he performed al 
marine coast sta.lons such as 
al CapeRau. 

He carried oul his dulles 
well on .ha. fa.dul day and. 
In resped '0 .he lale Mr. 
Breau.. I feel II Is n.lJDl .ha. ..Is __ e should be 

connec.ed. wh~re i. so "lh'ly 
belongs .... hough sixty ynn 
Iale. in Ihe communications 
link wilh Cassie Brown's 
lragic and compelling drama 
of Ihe sta. 

--Published for member Latimer by the 
Dartmouth Free Press (Nova Scotia) on 
Feb . 9 1978 and reprinted by perm ission. 

Folkman · W8Af 

(( WITH ALL THE ACTIVITY AROUN D 
THIS SHIP. I SUPPOSE THIS IS 
WHERE WE GET RADIO ACTIV E." 
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Mlconae .JIboard! 
NEW SOWP MEMBER S - WE WELCOME YOU 

~ .. ..... • _ fI, •••• r ~ . 

•••• ' ••• ·0··'.·00·.' •• ··•· •• ·•·•·• 
The Staff and members of our wonderful organization take great 
pleasure in welcoming the following members into the Society 
and look forward to m~ting you at Chaoter reun i ons or in the 
pages of our publications. A wonderful comaraderie and c lose 
fellowship bind members in a brotherhood of cordial geneality 
and companionship enjoyed by few organizations. While the 
preservation of the history of the wireless mode of communica
tions is our dedicated purpose, it also permits us to fraternal
ize and enjoy contacts with friends and shipmates of days gone 
by as well as meeting those we have heard about but never had 
the opportunity of knowing before. May your cruise with us be 
a happy one o 
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William A. Breniman - President. 
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Societ of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 

New Members 

27J1-P 

MILLER, SIDNEY A. (Si d/ Mary) 

7980 TraM Rd. 
Tallahassee, FL 32)01 
Phone : 904/878 -292 1 
FS: 1938 - Ft. Denn in!!. GA/VAR . 
AMATEUR: K4fXD Join Ne t ? Yes 
QSP: NF 

/ 
1 
t 
I 
1 
~ 
1 
I 

~ 
1 
~ 
I 
I 

~ 
-----------------------l • 27J2- V 

CHRI STE S~" . NEIL (Chris/ ' ) 

I P.O. Box 5066 

~ 
I 
1 

San Francisco, CA 94101 ~ 

I Phone: 415/928-2747 
FS : 1943 AMCHITKA (Aleutian I s lands)/ 

I WYUP I 
: AMATEUR: W6ERL Join Net? Ye s I 
I QSP: John Pitzer. 1358-v [ -------t 

273J-p ; 

WILLIAHS . ALDEIlT 5 . JR. (Willie/or Bill l 
Mildred) 1 

P.O. Dox #2 
Wylie , TX 75098 
Phone: 214/44 2-5770 
FS : 1937 - CofteeV'ille, 
WUNT 

MS(CCC STA)/ 

i 
1 
I 

AJoIATEUR: W5IUW/ IIAW Join Net? Yes l 
QSP: William C. Willmot,784-v I --------------------2734-V 

J3UCKI .F.:S , CLYU!!: ELSON (Sporkcy/ 
Zelda) 

318 E. "la p lc St. 
Independence , KS 67301 
Piione: 31 6/331-0763 Dec . 
F~ : 194 2 - SS Oneida/ANAK 
Ar-IATEUR: W~JUN Join et ? 
QSP: QST 

12, '77 

~Iay 

2735-V 

VA GIIN , ALFRI~n T. 

1022 .E. 6 1s t. 

(Al/ aomi) 
Dec . 8 , 1977 

Scattle , 1 9 115 
Phone: 206/525-8239 
FS : 1940 - Army Sig Corps /WVD/ 
WXP 
A}~TEUR: W7GIN Alaskan Calls
KL7llZ Jo i n Nct? Yes 
QSP; NF 

1 
I 
1 
1 
I 
l 
1 
I 
I 
I 
t 

~ 
1 
I 
1 
l 

273G-V 

1·:1.I .JS , CII AII J.J ·:S J . (Ch uck!Nu.' thR) 

2301 Storm S t. Dec. 12, 1977 ~ 
Ames , Iowa :;00 10 1 
Ph one: 515/292- 1172 , 
FS: 191 2 - Port ~loresby , 'cw ! 
Guinc<l/WXXD 1 
ANATI':UJI: \,0\'UV Joill 'ct? Y('s I.· 
QSP ; QS'J' 

~------------------l 2737-SG P 1 
DeCO HC F.Y, IW .PJI V . (DE/Ev il ) 1 
2022 N. Kensi ngton S t. Dec. 12, ! 
Arlington, VA 1977l 
~Ione: 703/ 538-4578 1 
F'S: 1920 - NRS Cape 1'1111 a , Rep. ] 
de Pllnumll/NNT t 
Ar-IATEUR: None 1 
QSP : John Swofford ( 

273 -SGP t 
SlJH'IERS, CIlr.SS~IAN M. (X/" ) 1 
2051 Ir. 119th Place Dec . 15, I 
Blue Island, lL 1977 
60400 
Phone: 312/385-9328 , 
F'S: 1917 - SS Arizona/1131 i 
Ar-IATE R: one [ 

_Q_S_P_:_ "'_ m_. __ T_. __ S_t _cn_g_l_e ____________ l 
2739- SGP 1 
LOll ER, CIIARLES F' . (Chuck/ ~ 

~1ild.'c d) [ 
157 Logan S~ . Dec . 15, 1977 ( 
Be dford, Oh io 44146 } 
Phonc: 216/232-2835 • 
FS: 1920 - SS City of i!:rie/IWP 1 
ML,\TE H: W81~ Join e t ? Yes 1 
_Q_S_P_: _R_Il_1_P_h_C_._F_ol_k_'m_ll_n_,_5_8_G_- _SG_' I_>_ ~ 

27',0-SGP [ 

JOII 'SON . GILD~:RT w. (Gi l /X) 1 
Dec . 20 , 1977 t 1277 rores t Glen Ur . N 

Winnetka , IL 60093 
Phone : NF 

1 

~ 
FS: 1917 - USS President Grant/~GF [ 
A~~TEUR: N90I 1977 First Cal l ? WIA f>r 1 
QSP: NF 1 

2741-/0{ 

GI DIJEHEYEIl . ~tiCJIAI': L H. (Hike/X) 

} 

i 
! 

101 NT; 151s t . S t . Dec . 20 , 1977 ] 
No.' th ~Ii"mi, FL 33162 I 
Phone : 305/9', 7-7JOB [ 

FS: 1977 - ~I/v Zapata 'Rover/KCDII 1 
AJoIATEUR: K1CW 1977 First Call : K101n:; ! 
Join Net? Yes 1 
QSP : Ken Stuber . 1852-M ~ 

I 

27'.2-+1 

"IlEWTon. nENN T~ c. (Den/Thuy) 

Dec. 20, 19n 

Phone. 1 
FS : 1069 - Cam Ranh Day, Vietn~/ l 

Vo ice of America 
APO Ncw York 0~55 

S-B B-1 { 
~~TEUR : EL2ED/K80IU Jo i n Net? Yes ] 
QSP Sparks Journal Vol. 1, No.2 [ 

-----------------------l 274)-v ! 
MORIlIS , nom:!lT 1':. (Bob/Pauline) { 
Ameri can Embassy -
APO Sew York 09155 
Phone: NF 

VOl. Dec. 21, 1?77 t 
( 
1 FS : 1941 - USS St. Loui s /NABX 

AMATI::~Il: W3I::JK 1972 Firs t Call: W3IFR 1 
Jo i n Ne t ? Yes - Later 
QSP: Sparks Journal Vol. 1, No.2 ~ ------------------------l 274t.-SGP L 

TA YNTON. HARK (X/Susan) 

11 Ravcnsworth Road Dec. 24, 1977 
Taylors , SC 2?687 
Phone : 803/268-7888 
FS: 19 16 - SS Theodore Iloosevelt 
AMATEUR: None 
QSP: The Wri ter 

l 
1 
1 
1 
l 
l 

-------------------------------t 2745-P t 
AIlNOI.D, II EIl~L\ N II. (llap/Louise) I 

6392 Vicanna Dr. Dec. 2'-, 197;' [ 
San Jose, CA 95129 t 
Phone: 408/252-5139 1 
FS: 1937 - SS City of Sa91n~v/WDCH t 
AMATE~Il : w6TQU Joi n Net? NF I 
QSP: Landon Fickcl,1721- P t 

----------------------l 2746-v t 
GIlEENF.: . IlnnEIlT DEWmllST (Dob Ca t or ! 
1)19 Ed~ t 53~d ~:. 

Robb/~liri"",l ! 
Drookiyn, NY 1l23~ 

Phone: 212/531-2090 
Dec:. :?.t., 1977 t 

FS: 191,6 - USN - ARS-Attu, AK/NZL 
AMATEUR : WA2QPN Join Net? Yoa 
QSP: QST 

t 
1 
I 

-------------------------1 2747':' P 
III I 'TEl? , JIlA Dh' T"IIT (Dwight/ t 
190G II' . lIanna Gardner) ( 
TumpA, FL 33604 Dcc. 29, 1977 { 
Phonc : 8 13/8 77-2580 ' 1 
F'S : 1 9~G - Ce i b ra , 1I 0ndur1lS/OW ] 
Ar-1ATEL'H : WA4T1'J First Call:VJ>1AA [ 
Jo i n Nct? Yes l 
QSP : John N. Elwood I 
---~----------------------------l 

2748~p 1 
\{ALSII . It,\RRY J . (X/Angie) 1 
11835 Sanford Jan. J. 1978 1. 

• DMro i t .. -MI Io8IJ051 ~ 
Phone: 313/571-)225 
FS: 1932 - S. S. Conneaut/VADV I 
AHATEUIl: K80x Join Net? Not a t prcsen t 
QSP: Geor!!e P. lIonold, 883SGP • 

----------' ~ 
2749-V I 
MOODY. D01I/ALIJ G. ( Don/Kathryn) I 
7080 Neri Dr . Jan. 6 , 1978 I 
La Mesa , CA 92041 l 
Phone: 714/466-2917 L 
FS: 194', - 5S Jrunes A. Urain/KliXV I 
AMATEUR: KIILQ Join et? Ycs t 
QSP: Earl C. Baker, 1442-V I 

i 
I 

2750-M 

3360 J ackson Blvd. Jan . 6 , 1978 t 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 t 
PERKI S , FHEO H. (Fred/She ila) 

Phone: 305/792-8178 1 
FS: 1956 - St . Lucia AAFD, (Windward ] 
I s lands)/Af'E 76 [ 
AMATEU R: K4LQ Jo i n Net? Yes 1 

__ QS_P_:_W_i_I_I _ia_m_ c_._w_i l_l_m_o_t_,_78_'_,-_v ____ ~ 

27S 1- P [ 
1 
1 
1 
1 
t 
( 

JONES , RICIL\IlD M. (Oick/Dec'd) 

27204 S.W. 143110 Ave. Jan . 6 , 1978 
Nar anja , FL 33032 
Phone: 305/248-0999 
. 'S: 1935 - Yach t Doctor Dr inkley/KLQE 
AMATEUR : W4DTM Join Net? Yes 
QSP: NF 

FOL.KMAN WaAf 

2752-V 

HAMILTO!\'. ,,'AURE:'I K. 

110 W. Washington St. 
Bath, NY 11,810 

(Ham/ Flo,'ence I 

Jan. 8, 1978 

Phone : 607/776-2025 
FS: 1942 - FCC RIO/ Various(Class iCied) 
AMATEUR: W2FE Jo in Ne t ? Yes 
QSP: John N. Elwood & Ed Raser 

2753-P 

ARMSTIl()/';G . JOIN J. ( Jack/~brie) 

1742 Jacohs Rt!. Jan. 11, 1978 
S. Daytona , YL 3210? 
Phone : 90"1761-5202 
F5: 1939 - US5 Alleg he ny/NACZ 
AMATEUH: W3FXR ' Join Ne t ? Yes 
'4th Di s trict ca ll applied (or 
QSP : Will iam C. Willmot, 76',-v 

275'1-V 

In:;RRF.:IlNAN . II . JOIL,/ (Jack/Jenniferl. 

316 Fores t Ur. Jan. 16 , 1978 
.'a11s Church, VA 22046 
Phone: ~F 

FS: 1942 - sis Lui s Arguello/ KKCO 
AMATI::UR : W411VG Join Ne t? Not at pres e n 
QSP: Will iam C. Willmot 

2755-P 

JOI~SON. EDGAIl S. (Ed/Ethel) 

78 Nor .... Rd. Jan. 15, 1978 
Harrington Park, NJ 07640 
Phone: 201/768-6357 
FS: 1934 : SS Amer i can Trader/WFDC 
AMArI::UR: W2DGM Join Ne t ? Later 
QSP: Et!. G. Rase r 

2756-M 
SNOW. FR EDEIl ICK D. ( Fred/Kay) 

61 Ea l ey Crescent J an. 15, 1978 
Rive rv iew, N. B. Canada E18 lE7 
Phone: 386-2354 
FS: 1962 - Montreal Morine Stn./VFN 
AMATEUR : VE1NA 
QSP: NF 

2757-P 
RUWE, ARTHUR VE~ (Art/B~tty) 

151.0 Boulder Ave . Jan. 17, 197tl 
Crescen t City , CA 95531 
Phone: 707/4611-4 574 
FS : 1939 - USS Arkansas/NACT 
AMATEUR: K6ABG Join Net? Yes 
QSP: C.H. Pemb,rton K6LE 

2758-M. 
MOY ES , WILI.I" I E. (B ILL ) 
17')3 N • ..c,OO ~'est , Layton , Ut ah 8404 1. 
Phone: 801/825-7178 . 
FS: 1966 - Ft . lIuac huca , AZ. (var. l 
AMATEUIl: N7I E. EI.rly KN7ZVT . Bi ll. Join 
Net - As time permi t s . QSP: Kenne th V. 
Hill er, WA2nKC/6 

2759-V 

RaKEY, FHA 1K E. JIl . (X/Chnr l o t te) 

71 Pj ne St. Jan . 19, 1?78 
lrIaverly , NY 14892 
Phone: 607/565-272" 
FS: 191,6 - AACS-ITA \I AF (Japan)!WUQS 
AHATEUR: WZYWK Join Ket? Yes 
QSP: QST 

276o-p 

WA TSO, , WILLIMI Il . (Dill/ lleatrice) 

37JO N. E. Simps on St . Jail . 20 , 1978 
Por tland , on ?72 11 
I'hone : 503/28 7-3053 
FS: 1937 - SS C"lmar/ KOBY 
AHA TlWR: W7DAF' Join :'let? No t at present 
QSP: NF 

C Cont i nued on Page 23 ) 



Back to Index Digital Media © K2TQN 2012

_ . ., S,-A .... KS OUA"TE"LY JOU~NAL 
. - - - - - - - - - _._. - -- -- -- ------------ ~CK BINNS EDtTION 

New Members - continued 

27(,I-P 

CoLIiST. n .LIO"T II. (M" d / llu t h) 

10~11 Uruns~ick Ave . Jan. 2), 1978 
Silver Spring, ~I\) 20')O:! 
Pholle : 3Ol/9))-:!',97 
FS : USS Te"a~/NADV 
MIATI::UR: WJJZP Join j';et? Yes 
QSP: ~Iax M. J"COl>~OIl W)llUC 

277J-p 

HONkOF. 1 \". ~1A1)JSO:-l 

P.O. 1I0x 124) 
Po.· t Arthur, TX 7i(,'.1l 

Jan. 31, 1978 

I'hone: 713/9112 : 2975 & )18/659-4(,75 

_~_~IA_:_~_~_~_~_r_:_N!_D~_.e_:_:_:_:_.:-_n_:_d_~_~~_4_-_S_G_P ___________ !~ 
27(,2-P 277"-~1 

WATSON I .JOII~ ~I. OPT. (n,· t! ZASTnOo'I JF.llny (X/T"mra) 

15915 Riv('r Rd. (Cllp'n Jack/Cathy) 61~ W.9th St. Jan. Jl, 1978 ; 

Senec" 'Vi e w Jan. 2), 1976 l· Siou" fnlb., SO 57101 ,I.· 

Poole!'v; ll e , ~ID 2011)7 rhone: 605/))2-2126 [ 
. ·S: 19)~ - SS L"muC'! Hurrow!l/WJCS FS: 195', - ft. Sill, OK/K;;USA 
A~IA'I'EUII: Applied for shtioll. , A~IATEUM: W~ .. S Join Net? Yea I' 
Joill Net ? \'(' s l QSP: QSl' 
QSP: E. Allell Frei burger, 2(,6(;-v l l 
-------------.; 2775-SCP i,. 
276)-V ALLISON1 CLIFfOhU H. Feb. '" 19711 

COPELM·Il. NATIIA r.; J. (Nate/~"'rilyn) i i • ) 15 1I0b',on St. (Cliff/no ..... ) \ 
72 Groves ide lid. J "n . 2J, 1978 • Sand";ngham )191 Victori.. , 
Portl a nd, HE 0',102 ( AlIstrnlia I 
Phone: 207/77)-J6I,7 ! Phone : 0)/598-)371 I 
fS: 19~~ - SS Ag\o· i s tar/WF.Cn FS: 192) - SS Doollah/VJQ \. 
MIATI::UR : WI0UA Joi n Net? Yes AHATEUR VK3ALC 1976 First Call : VK)AO , 
'lSP: ,.,illi"m J. Plante 19J(, Join Net? No i 
-------------------------------- ( QSP: J".:k M: Joughin.2516-SGP t.· 

276't-SGP ! ' 
2776-v t. Rt;~IPF.L] PETEr! II. (I'ete/Martha) I ~ 

5 26 Popla r Av e . J:\n. 25, 1978 [ 

~ 
GJUIORF.] An:-':OJ.n n. (Gil/Margaret T.) 1 

San Bruno. CA 9',0(,(, "J Fene lon nO.:ld Feb. (" 1978 .; 
Phone: ~15/568-12)(, Fr"mill!)/,l"m, HA 01701 
FS: 1921 - H. 1I0~"cranz Ra dio/ Phone : 617/872-5886 i 
MIATEUII: Wn6 1A.'1I Joir: Se t? Nf ( FS: 19"7 - SS Frnllcis J. O'G"ra/ANZT l 
QSP : Sis to J. Fel iz, J:!9-P [ AMATEUn: Wlllrw ~ oill Net? Yes ; 

-2-7-(,-5---V------------------ i :::: ~ohn Elwoo~,)~(,-v I. 

t'llJo:Y I .'OliN A. (X/lluhy) .~ 1I0\l Jo:~~] IIICIIAIW A. (Dick/t:sth('r) , 

91,06 /l"bcock Ulvd. Jan. 25. 1976 1 2219 E. Iti Oh St. Feb. 6. 1978 ; 
Allison Park, PA 15101 ! Springfi('ld, Ohio " 5505 l 
Phone: Bus. 1,12/"JJ-(,(,')O ; Ph'Hle: 51J/J22-7118 ; 

Home: 1,12/)6('-3089 i . ·S: USN/NAJ ! 
FS: 194J - USS lIeermann/NAXQ li A0\3teur : WII/ISNII Join Net? N.' 
AMATEUR: W)ESU Join Net? Yes r QSP: QST 
QSP: Ceorge T. need, 1181-V 

l 2778-1' ; 
2766-v 

GODSF.Y, GENE A. (X/Shirley) 

114 Louise Jlln. 25, 2978 
Topeka, KS 66606 
Phone : ( 1)/2J5-)29" 
FS: 194J - US Anly-Europelln !hellt ... ,/ 
Hil/VAR AHA,.."': ~·'··)oin Net? IfF 
QSP: John N. Elwood 

27(,7-1' 

RICIIAIlUS ] 1I00EnT (Dick/JO) 

12655 Fio" i lAnn J "n . 2(" 1978 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
Phone: 707/82J-)69O 
FS: 19::!4 - RCA-NY /VA";ous 
AMATEUR: W6NBZ Join Net? NF 
QSP: Dob Shrade r 

2768- p 

!-

• TIIIIA :,(, .. OWAIIU II. (X/June) : 

" 

lit. 112 Uox 298 Feh. 6, 1978 t 
Albany, 1)11 97)21 1 

I
t FS: 1929 SS Ots egot\'UG l 

AHATEUII: "'7S0 1925 Jo in Ne t ? NF I 
l QS P: Albc.· t II. Hill e . ' (Julon Peel) 

I 27J9-" > .,. ' ! f "-COULD, II(IWAJlD" • X/Jane) 

l 22011 SW 57lh St . Feb. 6, 1978 '~. 
• 01<1 " hom:. Ci l"y , OK 7)119 
, rhu n(': ,,05/(,115-'.605 I FS : 1'))(, - USS Ilctroit/N I SP 

! 
A~IATEUn: W5cc. 197(, First Call :,.,6I1PP 'J9 I 
Join Net" Ye,. ! 
QSP: John ·in ... oo.1 i 
2;60-M 1 
wnlCoIIT, JOliN E • . 111., (X/Kathleen) 

l.Iox 4"5 Nsr.A Adnk, AK feb. 8, 197/1 
.·PO Seattle, WA 98777 
Phone: None 

2785-V 

CONLY, 11.\1.1'11 A. (VT/Elsie) 

1252 1 lIe ll'l'iett" Av " . ~·<'ll . 15, 1976 
SUllny'·., 1", C.\ 9',011(, 
pholl": ',06/2',5-07,, 'f 
I'S : 1') '.0 - I'.' II - MI/V /Z ,· i o u " 
A ~IATJ-:II I1 : N6 YT 1977 Firs t Call : WIKl E 
Joil1 t\( ' l':' Po~si lJly 

0 :-; 1>: C. Holvin,:::!71(.-P 

~7r.('-~1 
CoE ' IIE I )IE)! , KI'~":':~: 111 t:. 

('('81J Alki ... • 11<1. 
C"lluwny, Ohio ',)11') 
I'holle : (,1',/8711-50:;:; 
. ·S : 1'):;1 - USN S G('n. 
A~lAl'EII\t: W8GCX 1')76 
QS I': QST 

(x/H.,r j (Jde) 

.·eb. 16, 19711 

~I. L. lI('nry/NSQK 
Join Nct? Ycs 

- -------------
:!787-SGp 

CIJIHlIE, AI . I CK II. (X/') 

IJ',67 Coullty lid. 
/layfield, CO U1I22 
Pholle: (,(,2/lIn'.-:!7'):' 

. ·e b. 17. 1978 
(Su ...... ' r Addres,,) 

Ucse.· t 113~'n E" tn te" 
') 111 ~: . ~: l c,,,,or A\'e. 
rotc Sll . At H5~u6 

(Willter Address ) 

FS: 19:!) - USS Se"tt1,,/"AI'G 
MI.\TEUU: NUllc 
QSI': IIi 11 1I'·. · lIi' ..... n 

278E1-V 
JlOUI. ! N , I .A lIlI~.Sn: A. 

1,9 r e ,"'y A\, c . 
Middl<' I"~' II, HI o :!II',o 
Phon,, : '.01//\1,(.- :J:!6) 

(I.,."'y/' ) 
~·('b. 17, 1978 

FS: 19', I - U~S N('vad.,/j';AUIJ 
MlAfEUII: \.' IZ1'1l J oill I\ .. t ·! Y('s 
QSP : Jim e," · t"j" 

2789-V 

HcCOLUIH, WILI.IAH E. 

402 W. C<lroll 
~Ioenix, AZ 85O:!1 
Phone: 602/9~4-;o2(, 

(Mac/) 

Feb. 17. 1978 

FS: 191,2 - AAC (Kelly Field)!VYG 
AMATEUR: W5H}'Y Join Net? Not now 
QSP: John Elwood 

27')O-V 

~AlJGltnrGIIT! JOIL~ E: 

120 Bantley Rd. 
Long V"llcy, NJ 0785J 
Phone: 201/876-JJl1 

(John/Virginia) 

Feb. 18, 1978 

FS: 191,2 - USS Dig 1I0rn 
AMATEUn : W2DGE Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Eel. G. Rn5e",J5-SGP 

2791-H 
IIAIlPEII I WIr.I.IA~1 C. 

672 S . ~a lnut S t. 
Pitts field. II. (,2J6J 
~: 217-285-661.0 

(Dill/Uorothy) 

. ·eb. 20, 1978 

FS: 1958 ILL. State Police Rdo -Rock 
Isllllld/KSD(,Q 
A~lAn:UII: N9JL 1977 First Call: W9ZJC 
Join Net? NF 
QSP: O.T. lI"rri l'lon " George TAylo.· 

IIARIU S 1 F. ~VID (IJave/G .... ce) 

F.ast lIall, University of lI"rtford, 
200 II100ftlfieid Ave. 
West IInrtford, CT 06117 
Pholle: 2O)/2~J-~7~7 Feb. 22, 1976 
FS: 19(,7 - USNS Timber lIitch/ NTH 
A~L\TF~II : NOlie 
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27'J',-V 

SIIAnrF., IL\UOLD (X/Mary) 

Sho"e Ru"d RR#l Feb. 2J, 1978. 
Kin!l s ton, Onta"io Canada K7L 4Vl 
rhon,,: (,IJ/546-',780 
FS: 19~0 Loynl Regt./Var 
A~IATt:UII: Vt:)CLII 195/1 Join Net? Nt' 
QSP : C.W. "lIill" Uuahell. 21'.9-V 

2795-V 

RASHUSSF.N, TlIOR (X/B"rit) 

SchAaninga Gate Feb. 2J, 1978 
)700 Skien, Norway 
Phone: 035/2J654 
FS: 19',2 SS Oriak 
AMATF~n LA7XB 1948 Join Net? Yea 
QSP: C.E. Schultia 1671-P 

279(,-P 

1I0ND I CLytIE II. (X/~"'ry) 

J40 Cauelill Or. Feb. 23, 1978 
Reno, NV 119511 
Phon,,: 702/82(,-150) 
fS : 19)0 - USFS Tealt\'TUE 
A~IATEUII: W7M 1961 .· irst Call: W7EJ '2<; 
Join Net? IAtc r 
QSP: Johll F. DcDardelebe n,708-p 

27.,W 

IIEAIlLE, WILLIAM (Ui 11/·) 

122 lIarv''' 'd St. Security Feb. 2J. '78 
Colorado Sor i IIgs. CO 80')11 
rhone : )0)/J92-9779 
. ·S: 19~9 - USA Mirakojilln( nrukru 
Island~/Cla!!sified 
AMATEUn: W~KOII Join 1\"et? Yes 
QSP: QST 

2798-v 

IJJDLF.Y I JOliN W. Feb. 27, 1978 

8019 37th Avc. NE (X/n"rbara) 
Seattle, VA 98115 
Phone: 206/5~,.-2641 

FS: 19
'
10 - US ArOlY Sigll31 Corpa-SeaUl" 

WVO 
AMATEUR: W7JTJ 1971 Firat CIlII W;GJW 'J 
Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Geo. A. Onsum.474-SGp 

2799-P 

JACOI1SI':1I' 1 AI. ... ltE U ~I, (J"k('/Loi s ) 

1011(, Hnck J~IAnd Md. lit. 1 
C""ss lAke, m ',921,0 Feb. 28. 1978 
Ploolle: 517/52:!-803O 
fS: 19)0 - SS A.A. #)/WDCN 
A~TEUII: ,.,1I8ypA 1978 f'il'S t C"l1:WN8HIW 
Joill Net? Ye s 
QSI' : Ceo . r. 1I0,,01d, 611)-SGr 

211OO-M 

WFI.L, r.;C I 1l0N"L!) n . ( ' Ion/r"uli .. ,,) 

36 Sherwood Ur'. Ha"ch 1, 1978 
St. Johll, Nil ClI"" d.'\ E:!J J\I(, 
Plullle: :;0(,/(,')(,-:1.')1) 
...~ : 19'i7 - Goo~ .. • Itny Haril1c Af"I ';,dio 
S tll./VA'I'/VFZ 
M~\''I-lII!: \,E IW ... 1')76 I' ir!'t C311 VO:?AW 
.loin Net'! 1\1' 
QSI': W:> II(',· 1'. UCJ'I,nuyn,1602-V 

~/k lJ-V 

(X/·) 

',,) F.,i, ·view Ave . Murch 2 , 1976 
P' '''k R i r1 ~Jc, 1\"J 07(,5(, 
Phollc : :!Ol/J,) I-J7')) 

ELDIIEDI Mil. roN W. (Milt/Renate) 

9960 SW 11th Te rrllce Jan. 28, 1978 
Miami, . '1. JJI7~ 
Phone: J 05/221-0956 
FS: .19J7 - P"n AM (Mian,i, fL)/WKOC 
A.'tAn:ull: K',UZR Joill Net? Yes 

I 
FS: 19(,6 US NAVllADSTA "T" Cutler/NAA· 
·Old c"ll for Arlinuton, VA 
AMA 1'I-:UII: NOlie 
QSP : lIo land V. n"" tty Jr •• 20"5-M 

l'. ::::_:'.," '0.'''''' ! 
! 

UUIIU~ALL1 II En 1\".\lUl II. (llernie/~Inr{lnret) i 

FS : 19',', - 55 Willi"m ~loult, · je/KI::W7. 
A~IAT'ill ll : "'~Ur.o 

Join N .. t ,? Ill" lH o s led n10re jllr~ 

QSr: Ilob",· t Ah('rllc thy, I 'J'lI-V 

:!I\()::!-V 

QSP: C.J. Botvin,2716- r 

27(,9-1' 
IIA~mLEN , JOII "'I1.LIMt (X/Detty Lou) 

74)1, Oa kcres t Ln. J a n .• 29 , 1978 
Cl a rks vjll", HU 2 1029 
Phone : JOI /725-567" 
FS: 19J8 - Sco tt Field ( AAC),/WYF 
A'I.\T~;"H: W)TL: 1968 Join Net? Yes 
QSI': Joh E l ... ood 

2770-P 
A TILLA] Ml1'Inm L ( Art/Eve lyn) 

15705 110th Ave. E"s t J an . 211, 1978 
Puyall u;> , WA 93) 71 
Pnone: 20)6.'81,8- 1098 
I'S: 19)(, - SS Cl etus Schneider/KHI,O 
A~TE'J n: W7FJ 1<)(,8 Join Net? NF 
QSP : JO~\1l ~: Iwood 

2771-~1 

Ofll .A.K I HI LOS ( ~Iil/·) 

Zoletov" 5 J"n. JO, 1978 
Ljublj3na 610<lO Yugos l nvia 
J'hon~: NF 
. ·S : 1970 - M/ V Po,· tor07'/YTO.1 
A'IATEIHl : Y' ) )EO 19(,9 First Cnll: YU)IIlJ 
Join Ne t ? I\F 
QSP : Ln ... rence L. L~"ti n !lki, 12 11-V 

27U At 

S I EBEIlT I IlA LPIl Co . ( X/·) 

8!,-A Uallk S t. Jan. JO, 1978 
lIarw i c h po r t, ~IA 02(,',6 
rholle : 6 17/" )2- ')5 J(' 

FS: 1977 Cha t hnnll' .. di ojl.:CC 
A'IAT!;U I!: KIT\, 1'>77 ~' jr " t Call: K9UQJ -
1959 Join Ne t ? Yes 
QSI': ~Ielv.in J. 01 ivc r & 1.'.11. Ua",nl ill. 

! 
2781-1' 

JOnDA , IIICIIAIID I.. (Uick/Edna) 

J118 Cofc .· Rd. Feb; 11, 1978 
Falls Church, VA 2:!ooJ 
rhon(' , 70J/JE~-1990 

FS: 19J(, - SS Trista n/ KLDJ 
MIATF.UR:~UM Joill Net? No 
Qsr: E.O. nedington ,I"57-SCP 

2782-V 

O'HAI.!.~ , .1011:'< A. (X/lle l e n) 
1~11 Old Edquimnlt Mu. Feb. 12 , 197 
Victoria, II.C. C<lllnda V9A ',X7 
Pholle: (,o~/J85-6601 
FS: 19

"
7 - SS Hn s tod"n/ VYCW 

AMATEU R: VF.7KO 1')"7 Joill Net? 1\"1" 
QSP : UOI '!J 1I""ge ll l>cn 

278J-v 

(X/Dori s ) 

911 ~:dll ... Ct. Feb. 1", 1978 
nohllert JI, ... k, CA 9',')28 
Phone: 707/527-6001 
FS: 19',2 - USCG IlAUSTA SF/N~IC 
AMA TEUU : NOlie 
QS P: Willi"m C. ,.,illmot 

276',-sGr 

JOI.I.Y, ClmSTEU C. 

9 1(, S ilva Ave. 
Snntn Uo"n , CA 95',0" 
Phollc: 707/5',:! -9',1I6 

(X/Helen) 

Fe". 15 , 1976 

" S : 1920 - USN IIA IlSTA/IIAX 
A IATI·:UII : 1\"one 
QSP: Will. A. llrcniman 

25 ~Ioh" ... k Plnc(' Feb. 2), 1978 ; 
Kino!!ton, Ontn";o Canndn K7!'1 )K5 i r ":AIlCE! ~IEI.V IN .\. 

I'hon(': (,1)/5"~-,,I,:S6 i ',0')1 Dellconll fj (' hi Ave. Mar. 2, 1978 

~ 
. ·S : 19") # 9 Auv" nccd Flying Unit It.A •• · • [ Montrelll, Que. c. .. .,.ada IIJX JR7 
u. K. /NA t Phone: 51,,/',116- ))89 
A~IATEU II: VI::)NU 19 7 2 Fi.."t Cnll : G2 lJKW I FS: 19~0 - IIMCS Ass iniboine/VGKX 

QSP: C.II. "Ui 11" 1:II.;hell , 211,9-V t QSP: R. Kllppert,121)-V 
,

• .Ioi n Ne t ? L.H e .· MIATEUR: VE2A~IP 19)0 Join Nct? Yea 

(============================:=======;(=c;=o=nt~i=n=u=ed=;to~p~a=Q=e~2~5~) 
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Historical Paper 

Who ShOlUllJ !iJe !iHtonol'eJ ? 

For •••• nti.lly a cantury tb. qu •• tion ot who .hould be given eredit tor pro
v i ding ua witb wir.l ••• (radio) baa been argu.d. It is .till, today, a .oat 
qu •• tion. 

Such recorda ... ust indicat. that in all probability tha tirst per.on to pr.
dict such a thing a. wir.l ...... a Munich prot ••• or, C. A. Steinbeil "ho ' i n 
18:)7 .tat.d publicly that such It tbing .. "vir.l ••• c-.nication "ill soon b. 
po •• ibl.". In the .inda ot biB a.soc i at •• , tbi. pronounc ... nt ..... d utterly 
t.po •• ibl. ot .var bei ng acco.pliab.d. A. a r.sult, they .erioualy qu •• tion.d 
bi. sanity quit. publiclyl Prot •• aar St.inb.il n.var did indicate ju.t how be 
thougbt that tbi. ca..unication .igbt b. acco.pli.bed. 

s-bat over on. bundr.d y ..... ago in 1865 , a brilliant _tb_tical physicist 
ot Scotch anee.try by the .- ot J .... Cl.rk Ma:Dt.U gay. to the world bis 
.lectrc.agnetic theory. His analy.is led bia to tb. conclu. i on that electrical 
iapul ... trav.U.d througb .pac. i n th. to", ot .l.ctr .... gn.tic vave. in tb. 
_ ......... , and vitb the _ v.locity .. ligbt. 

lt would .oat certainl7 ._ that this __ the egg ~ which wir.le ..... 
hatched. ~ver, Ma:DtaU bilu.lt antartatn.d no _cb i deae. 

Following upon th. bMl. ot Hazvall'. di ... lo........ in tt.e, Dr. Kablon Looooia, a 
denti.t in Va.hington, D.C. bec ... intar •• t.d in wirel ... and began erperi.ent
ing with .lectricity. 

Hia tir.t bid tor t_ was • patant granted tU. in 185-\ tor the .anutactura ot 
dental plata. k:nowD .. , "Looooi. I'al .. t'eeth Platu". 

Educati ....... lly be bAd no _u.-tical backQrow>d and __ c:oapletaly 1Dcapabl. ot 
......... ~ the protOUftd _th_tic. expounded by Ma:Dtall in bis tr .. U .. on 
electrc.agn.tic wav... Conaiderabl. doubt .nata that he .ver .v.n heard ot 
Hazvall. 

~ver, in 1866 he indicated that be bad been able to tran_it .ignals be~ 
tvo -.otain ridg •• '14 .Uas .part. In this azpar~t bis antaaDa ..... .-t
ia,lly a kit. flown witb copper wire inat .... ot a .tri ng. The lower end ot tha 
wir. _. conneet.d to ground througb a gal~tar (th. torerunner ot our 
pr ••• nt dey .... t.r) tor bi. rec.iver. 

At a diatant point ... iailer kit. and wir. were flown and tb. lower .nd ot tbi. 
wir. w •• conn.cted to ground througb a _iten u .. d ,a. a k.y. Dr. LootIis ezplic
itly .tat.d that the tr~itter had no batteries ot any k ind connect.d to it . 

A ..... y ot you know and have .xperienc.d, an .l.vated wi re .ucb a. an antenna 
e&D, when l.tt unconnect.d, build up quit. a '.hocking' static charg.1 Th. 
ey.t .. de.crib.d by Dr. Looooi. d.panda tor it. operat i on upon .lectro.tatic 
induction. 

On the 22nd ot Hay 1872, tollowing _ bri.fly conducted .xperiaenta in tb. 
Blue Ridg. eountains, .xhibiting but a ... di c_ ot .ucc ... , Dr. Loooois requ •• t.d 
ot Congr ••• an appropr i ation, ot '50,000.00 to pursue hi. inv •• Ugationa. Con
gr ••• dani.d th. reQu •• t. 

On the 30tb ot JulJ 1872 Dr. Loooois '!&8 grant.d a U.S. ~tant #129,97r.- Th. 
••• antial pe.rt of tb. letters lIA""tent i ndicat.d, " ..... The utilisation ot-1tA1VRAL 
EL!X:TRlCITY ..... by suitable corlduct".. ....... relying upon th.1H.turt>anea pro
duc.d in the two alectro-oppod te bodi •• ot .arth and ataoapher. producing 
.,...."icaUon VI'nIOUT AN ARrIYlClAL BATTERY OR 1HB F\1R'l'HER US!,; OF VIRES OR 
CABLES to COHN!:CT '11iE OPERATING' STATlotIS". (Cap. ain. in tb. above quotation), 

Tbis w .. e.ecOtlpe.ni.d by 'a drawing i llu.trating his i d_ ot bow the atao.pber. 
would produc. a signal at the receiver and w ... uppo •• d to .bow bow .ignals 
_r. tr~itt.d. It. va. on the buis ot this pictorial illuatration that tb. 
pet.nt w .. grant.d to Dr. Loooois. 

Following tbi., b. dropped th. idea and did not pursu. it turth.r. No practical 
workable .yet ... v.r ee.a. out ~ bi. ide •• , nor __ any pr.ctical t.l.grapbic 
da ... nstration .ver tortbeo.ing. 

An A.ar ican phy.ic. t.acber, A.a. t.&rson Dolbee.r r.ad a paper bator. the Soci.ty 
ot T.legrapb Engtn..r. and El.ctric .. ina i n London 00 the 2)rd ot Harcb 1882. 
Th. subj.ct ot biB paper w ... "The Dav.lo_nt ot a N_ T.l.phone Syst_". 

In Obi. da.on.tration he connect.d one eide ot a condenser .tcrophona to ground 
through 'a batt.ry. Th. oth.r aide ot tha .ierophone he connect.d to an .l.vat.d 
wire. Bet" .. n ground and anotb.r .l.vated wire par • . ll.l to and not .0 tar tro. 
th. tir.t wir., was connectad a tel.p'->e rae.iv.r. Speech i.pinging upon tb. 
.ieroDhon. could be bae.rd in the t.lephone rec.iver. 

Michael Faraday A I exander S. Popoff 

By Professor Herbert J. Scott 

H.re tbe operati on has tb •• armarks ot .. gn.tic induction between tvo v ir.. in 
contr .. t to electro.agnetic radiation. 

In 1882 a petent " ... i •• u.d to Dolbaar on hi. sy.t_. In a .. Her ot .peAking, 
on •• igbt alao.t consider Dolb.ar' •• y.te. to b. a torerunner ot our pre •• nt day 
radio t.l.phony wbicb, bowev.r, did not appae.r in a pract i cal sans. tor .. veral 
decade •• 

Th.r ...... to.!>e c0'l.id.rabl. doubt a. wh.tb.r or not Dolbaar had .v.r 'heard ot 
Maxw.ll and bie ""rk. No turther progr ••• towerda a practical, vorkabl •• y.t •• 
ever c ... ot his de.on.tration. 

On a t-.r. n.ar Murray, Kentucky in 1885, a tel.pbon. _ployae, Natban Stubbl.
tield, gave a public demonstration ot what b. cAll.d '~ir.le •• Voic. Tran.-
.i •• ion". Tbi. b. a~cOtlpli.b.d by driving t wo .. tallic roda into the eArtb a 
nu.ber ot teet apert. A t.lepbone receiv.r was connected b.tw.en tbe two rods. 
At a .od •• t di.tanc. avay, two siailer rods vere driv.n into the eartb and a 
aierophon. in .eri •• with a batt.ry was conn.cted b.tveen tb_ . Sp.ecb directed 
into the . icropl!on ...... heard in tb. t.l.pbon. r.c.iver. Lat.r t •• ts vera con
duct.d betw.en two roda driv.n into a riv.r bAnk, e.nd two wire. trailing bebind 
a boat ott .hor •• how~ng .i.tlar r.sult •• 

Elated by the •• r •• ult., Stubbl.ti.ld clat-d Ability to •• nd ..... g •• by bis 
ey.t_ through the Mrtb, the -tar, or the air, to ANY POINT on earthl Tbis 
..... never ee.rried out or .s-.n.trat.d in any turth.r lUUUler. 

Stubbl.ti.ld'. aywte. 'dapen4a tor i t. oper.tion upon obaUc conduction, and not 
at all _ .~t.r_II".ti" r&dat._. ap.rat~ _ &Dy large dia~ 
~ -. net M ,..acti~l.. tbia _. a tar CI"f ' tr_ tbe ~rc .... lcaatinq 6'; 
radio aignal .... w. know i t today I 

H.inr i cb Hertz, a young G.rwan physicist baea.e i nter •• t e d i n Maxwel l ' . predi ct
ions indicating the pos.ibility ot al.ct_gnatic radiahons ot _v.lengthe .uch 
greater than tho .. ot light but baYinG the _ ebaractariatiea ot propagation. 
To ~t ........ 11'. tbeorT, Rart ... t up .oaa laboratory axperi~t. in 
1887 in the hope. thet auch vave. did, in tact exist, and that thn. behaved like 
light _v ••• 

Hertz succ •• ded in transaitting .lectroaagn.tic waves acro •• bi .... 11 laboratory 
e.nd was able to d mon.trat. witb bis .xpert.&nts that tb.se wave. d i d exi.t and 
that tbey did ob.y tb. law. ot pby.ical optic. tber.by contlrwing Marvell'. 
tbeory. 

Being e.n .xperimental pbysici.t by nature and training, and having succeed.d in 
bis .xperi.ants to his own .. tistaction, Hertz ... not int.r •• t.d in pur.uing 
tb •• ubj.ct turtber . In tact, b. co ... nt.d ao.ett.& later to a colleague that h. 
..w no tutur. tor electroae.gnatic wav •• beyond tb. lAboratoryl 

Ho_ ... er, th ••• Hartzian "v ..... tb.y ___ known, arou.ecl tb. inter.~ ot 
expert-nter. in .any part. ot th. world. 

In a bri.t .agazin. articl. in 1892 Sir Villi .. Crooke ... de tbe prediction thAt 
HertnAn _v ••• ight b. uaed .....say for tal.grapbic c-..nication througb .pe.ee . 
Ho_.er, no auqgastion .. to bow tbis .igbt be accOtlpli.b.d va. tortbco.ing tro. 
bia. 

Sir Oliver Lodg. r.ceiv.d bi. Doctor ot Sciene. degree tro. tb. Royal Colleg. ot 
."i.nc. in 18n. By 1881 he had been advanced to tb. rAnk ot prot.s.or at Uni
v.rsity Coll.g. in Liverpool. H. we. barely no •• d out by Herta in tb. di.covery 
ot .lectroae.gn.tic radiation. 

Th. coberer was na.ed by Lodge. H. v .. tb. firat on. to sugg •• t that the coberer 
d.v.loped by Branly .igbt b. u •• d .. a detector ot . lectoaagn.tic radiations. 
This h. deaonstrat.d in 1894. 

Lodg., while working with Marconi .o.att.. lat.r, d.v.loped th. principl •• ot 
tuning ( r ........ Ung) Wir.4 ••• circuit., tberaby ooaking it po •• ibl. to oper.t. on 
a .pecitic wav.length. 

Al ...... dr SC.paDOvieb Popov ..... a t .. eber ot .lectrical Mginaering and pby.iea 
at the Naval Collag. at 1Cr0nstadt. In 189~ bis inter •• t bad be.n .tirr.d by a 
l.ctur. giv_ by Sir Olivar Lodg. d.scribing th. work ot H.inricb Hert •• 

Popov i _di.t.ly began axperiaanti.ng "itb coberer. in studi •• b. _. pursuing 
in eonnectioo vith tb. prediction ot thunder .tor.. by vir.l.... Following the •• 
investigation., Popo publi.b.d a papar in Janua.ry 1896 indicating bis bali.t 

(Continued to Page 25) 

Georg S i men Ohm Mahlon Loomis 
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Who Should Be Honored ? Scott 
that his apparatus IF PERFECTED could be used for the reception of si nals over 
a distance without wires PROVIDED a suitab le transmitter COULD BE BUILT. In 
this papar he presented a diagram and a general description of a receiver for 
wireless signals embracing the coherer. ThlS antedated Marconi 's f i rst publi
cation. Nothing more was forthcoming. 

The disclosure in this paper i s the basis for the claim. made by the U.S .S.R. 
that Popov ft invented wirelessn • 

Unfortunately Popov was so involved with his teachlng duties that h. never did 
follow ·through on any idea. h ... ight have had and consequently dropped the sub-
j ect. 

After reading the article by Crookes sugge.ting the po •• ibility of using electro
magnetic wave. for telegraphy at a distance, the interest of a young 18 year old 
lad was aroused. He then and there made it his life's goal to perfect and e.tab
lish a SYSTEM of wireless communication of worldwide extent, on land as well as 
on seal 

This young man was Guiglielmo Marconi. Born of an Italian father and an Irish 
mother i n Bologna, Italy i n 1874, he was educated at Leghorn University and at 
the Univ.rsity of Bologna. . Her. he studied what was then call.d the Science of 
Electricity. 

Encouraged in his ambitions by the experi.ents of Hertz, he decided to carry out 
some experiments of his own . These were conducted on his father's farm and in 
these experiments he replaced the dipole radiating system of Hertz by an elevated 
wire and ground . Between these he connect d his trans .. itter . At his receiver he 
used the same sort of elevated wire, wh ich he called an antenna, and ground. 

Having studied Branly"s coherer and improved upon it, he followed the suggestion 
of Lodge and used i t as his detecting device . 
Marconi's tirst transmission took place i n 1895 and extended over a distance of 
a l i ttle less than two miles. Following this in 1896, when h was 22 years old, 
Marconi took his equipment to England. There the British government witnessed 
a demonstration of his equip.ent after which they issued him a patent tor his 
system of wireless telegraphy. 

The following year the British Marconi Company was tormed with 23 year old Mar
coni as i ts chiet engineerl In these early days Marconi was materially helped 
by Lodge who, as we indicated earlier, developed the idea ot tuned circuits. 
This made it possible tor operations to be carried out on a specified wave
length . 

The United States Navy invited Marconi to come to this country i n 1899 in order 
to demonstrate his system. He responded and his wireless was installed on the 
battleships Hassachusetts and New York. In the resulting tests commun icatlons 
were carried out between the two ships over a d i stance of 36 .lles . 

One ot Marconi's dre ... was to someday bridge the Atlant ic Ocean with wireless 
waves. To attempt this Herculean ettort - and many scientlsts were convi nced 
that it could never be done - Marconi set up a tranaai tter at Poldhu, a t iny 
place on the Cornwall COAst of England, not far fra. Lizard Head. The receiving 
station was located on the frigid and windsw.pt coast ot Newfoundland at St . 
Johns. 

On Thursday the 12th of Dec_ber 1901, the first wirel.ss signal, the letter 
"S" was transmitted across the Atlantic . This signal was agaln rec.ived the 
next day at the prearranged ti.... It is interesting to not. that while the 
scientists of the day had insisted that such a transmission was utterly impos
sible because the rays emitted from the transmitt.r travelled in straight lines 
and that Poldhu to N~ Foundland was away around the c~atur. ot the earth, yet 
the t ransmission d i d take place. It must be remembered, however, that the 
Heaviside Layer and its effect on radio transmission was completely unknown at 
this time . 

Following the trans-Atlantic transmission the co erciar development ot wire
l.ss proceeded at & rapid pace both ashore and aboard ship. 

Dur i ng h is l i tet i ma Marconi was the recipient of many honors. He was knighted 
by the ItAlian Government in 1897, awarded the Nobel prize in physiCS Jointly 
Wl th Prot .. 8Or Braun in 1909. The title ot Marquis wea be.to_d upon hia by 
u.. lta.UaD ~,. t ia 1929. to adcUUQIl ~ theM Iw .--.i ...... y other 
~ ·t!~ .. and .~.. GuigliellIO Marconi died in Ra.e on the 20th day 
ot July 1937 at the age of 63. 

Looming on the early horizon was another con t ender tor recognition i n the wi re
less arena, one Hikola Tes l a . His many ccomplishments i n the electrical field 
and his great contributions to the weltare of mankind are well known today. 

Tesla was a S ... b i an who c ... to these shores .. a 28 year old l_lgrant i n 1884. 
Four ye .... lat ... he pre_nted a paper on a "N_ Sy.te. ot Alternate Current 
Motors and Transtormers". A. a result ot hi. concept ot the rotating .. gnet i c 
field he i nvented the a-c eator, the a-c generator, and he also gave us the 
polyphase system ot ,a-c power distribut ion. This we know today ea our three
pha.e system in this country. 

It was about 1889 that he became interested in alternating currents in the radio 
frequ ncy spectrum . An outstanding development in th i s area was the radio 
frequ ncy resonant transtormer, more popular ly known as the "Tesla Coil ". 

Tesla suggested the possibili ty ot wireless telegraphy i n 1892 but unfortunately ' 
like Protessor Steinheil in 1837 who made the same suggestion, he never did 
develop a ny equipment to consummate his suggestion . 

Later in lH9H, having become lnterested in remote control by this time, he 
demontrated a model ship controlled by wlrel ess . From r mote control he went on 
to becom interested and to work on a syst m for the transmission through the 
earth by wireless ot large amounts of power. This, however, he never brought 
into truition. After this he showed li ttle turther interest in wireless. 

Tesla was a man with a remarkably active mind , an i nvent ive mind . He was re 
terred to by some as a genius and by others as a near-genius . He had the faci
l ity of spewing out i deas at random like pellets trom a shotgun . Some hit the 
target and were successtul nd some missed the target completely and resulted 
i n naught. 

Society, world wide, is indebted to Nikola Tesla for much. We would very likely 
not have many of the labor saving devices we have today were it no t for him. 

Tesla and Edison became bitter enemies over their respective i deas abou t e lec
t r ic power transmission and utilization. Edison tavored d-c power and d-c 
distr i but i on ; Tesla on the other hand t vored the much more econo .. ic -c power 
and a - c distribution . Th is teud carr led on tor a long t1m and i n 1912 the 
Nobel prize i n physics was awarded jointly to both Edison and Tesla . At this 
Tesla £lew into a gigantic rage and utter ly refused to accept it if he had to 
share it with Edison. 

In his declining years Tesla became a lonely recluse and was regarded by many as 
a .. an ot mystery. H. nev.r married . Tesla died at the age of 87 on 7 January 
1943. At his death he was penniless and alone . 

Another but later c~aimant tor recognition in the field of wi reless is the 
Reverend Father Joseph Murgas. He has been disignated by the W~kes-Barre news 
papers s the "Father of Radio" and the "Fir s t and Foremost Inventor of Wi re
less Telegraphy". He has also been indicated by thelll as the "Oldest Operator ot 
All Ti lll ". 

Father Murgas received a petent on his sys teM in May 1904. This places him as 
somewhat ot a Johnny-come-lately in the scheme of things it would seelll. ith 
his systelll he transmitted message trom Wi lke s-Barre t o Scranton something ot 
the order of 16 miles. 

Caretul examination ot his patent shows his system to be an equi-time system 
wherein the characters of the code corresponding to dots and dashes are all dots 
of equal time duration. The differentiation comes about through the characters 
representing dots of on udio tone and the characters c orresponding dashes were 
ot different aud i o fr quency . They were then translated at the rece i ver. 

(Concluded at bottom of the 
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l 2805-V l 
; BRADFOIlD, ARmUIl D. (ArtjHnrgaret) ( 

l 21', Chestnut St . March), 1978 l 
( VuxlJury , MA 02))2 1 

Phono: 617/9),,-2756 ! l FS: 19',) SS Cov:1lt/KJ GT l 
l A!oIATUlIl: Wlook 1956 I'inl t Co111 : ~~K l 
i Join Net? Yes i 
l
: SOS: Oct . 22 , 194) SS Peregrine White, ,: 

KY. V 
l QSP: QST l 

! ~':':;'~"" ........ " ,. ('m/' ) ! 
i. P. o. BOll 606 ""rch 6, 1978 1 

Sult"n, WA 98294 ! 
l Phone: 206/79)-259 1 I 
l FS: 19)7 - SS Yukonj\{CCZ l 
; MlAW,uR: W7DYK 19)2 Join Net? NF ( l QSP : Georpe A. Ons um l 
1 :l807-V 1 
1 W)I $O~ , ALA II. (AI/Geol·oina) l 
l 2221 Kinross Ave. ~~~rch 6, 1978 1 
l Victoria , B. C. Canl\t!a v81l 2N', l 
) Phone: F I 
j FS: 19',1 - Shcdiuc , N. D./VI'U 1 
! MlATEUR: VE7AXW Join e t ? Yes ! 
l QSP: John • l::lwoo,1 l 
l l 
~ 2808-1' ~ 

I 2803-P ~ 
1 SCIIOLES , DAVID (Dave/") 1 
1 1431 lIarrop Rd. March ), 1978 1 
1 

Victoria, n.c. Cnnada v8p 255 1 
Phone: 604/477-)56) 

1 FS: 1932 - Royal Canadian Corps ot Si, 1 t nals Dist. #11/9CIT 1 
1 AHATEUR: VE70Y Join Net? Not yet. 1 
[ QSP: A. Len Polack 
1 i 

~l ::~p JESS o. (X/Emma) l~ 
)86" Enos Ave. M rch 3, 1978 

i Oakland, CA 94619 t 
1 Phone: 415/531-',886 1 
: FS: 19)2 - SS Arc ti<'jl-IQC.'l 1 

~
l AHATUlR: W6BfU 1928 Join Net? Yes 1 

QSP: John N. F.lwood 1 

2810-V 

GOOnwJN, MARTIN B. DR. March 6, 1978 

1001 Pile St . 
P.O. Urawer 1628 
Clovis, NM 88101 

(Doc/ll.tte-Jane) 

Phone: Home: 505/763-6880 
Office : 505/76)-)49) 

FS: 1941 - Goose Bay Cannery, B. C./ 
VY8V Join Net? Yes 
AMATEUR: V5YQ 1971 First Call VE5UI '3~ 
QSP: Richard A. Hilferty, & Sparks 
Journal 

2811-SGP 

Lf:JGHTO , U :F. R. March 6, 1978 

3610 Lighthouse Dr. (Lee/Audrey) 
Palm Heach Gardens , FL )3410 
Phone : 305/626-5711 
FS: 1917 SS El Cid(So . Pacific S . S. CO 
KKT 
AHATEI1R: K',AY 1976 First Call: 2AKR 
Join Net ? NF 
QSP : N.L. Brotzman 

2812- P 

CONRAn l JOlIN II. (Johnny/Dorea thea) 

1041 South 158th M·,rch 9, 1978 
Soattle, WA 98148 
Phone: 206/24)-6907 
FS: 1929 - Tug Foss #21/KGAX 
AMATF.UR : WB7RNX '77 Fi rat Cnll: K7UU 
Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Jerry Whittaker 

T110MltS , JOS F.PI I L. (Dud/Pat.) 

P.O. Box 107 March 10, 1978 
C/O Fro Seattle, WA 98790 
Phone: 907/487-4375 
FS: 1963 - USOGC Abes con/NDNP 
AHATEUI!: WA',Joo 1974 
Join Net? NF 
QSP: NY 

FULTON, JOlIN R. (X/Edith) 

AAFES - Derlin 
APO NY 09742 
Phone : 030/773-4360 
FS: USA-SC (nerlin) 
MlAn:UII: None 

~ll\rch 11, 1978 

Q5P : IlOllph Siebert , 2772-~1 

2815-V 

GAllnrm" ImNRY (HlInk/Caroline) 

572 NW Darnielle St . March 11, 1978 
Hillsboro, OR 9712) 
Phone: 503/648-98)2 
FS : 1941 1l0/D17 USAF (Geiger Field) 
AMATEUIl: W7IQJ i.957 Join Net? Yes 
QSP : Thomas V. lIayoarth,1923-P 

2816-v 

(X/Dorothy) { AI,C'.oX , .TOSEPII II. (Joe/llelen) ! 

1 1020 (;,,; ,. ,.0/0 Court Harch 6 , 1978 it 226 /'I."\rshall Dr. ~Jarch 12, 1978 
l 1Il',hl i II!) , CA 96001 Fort Wal ton . Bch. FL )2548 
1 Phone: './16/:!4)-8',J', 1 Phone : 904/242-8401 
! I'S: 192'./ - USS lJclrui t/N I SP [FS: 1941 _ US Army/Classified 
1 A lATMIII: K(jPJF 1955 Joill Ne t? Ye ," l AMATEUR: W/,VXV First Call: WIJNE ')5 
l QSI': II rry II. Pllllllcnu ,17"7-P l Join Net? NF 
1 1 QSP: John Elwood 

l 2809-SGP { ------------

! ;;";:::'.::: ::~"o Ha;~.:~;:::) ! ;:~;x':: \.:::~~:;:) 
1 ~lilton, WI 53563 ! Sackets Harbor, NY 1)685 
l Phone: 608/868-?192 1 Phone: 315/646-)68) t FS: 1918 - USS Illinois/NHO l FS: 1944 Kwajalein Atoll/'lar-Mil 
1 AMATEUR: W9~1G 1978 Join Net? NF 1 AMATEUR: K2GWN 195;; Join Net? Yes 
! QSP: John • Elwood i QSP: QST 

~ NEW MEMBERS - turn to Page - 30 . Listing of Technical 

l Associates and Silent Keys also recorded Page 30 . ) 
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It is hard to jus tify his title ot Father ot Radio unless the de.ignation is in 
det.rence to hi s religious title of Father . Nor can one r.ally subscribe to the 
claim that he was the First and Foremo.t Inventor ot wirel.... As witnes., 
Marconi 's equip.ent was i nstalled ' aboard the A8eri~ Lin ... St. Paul in 1899 
and i n this year the .hip co ... un i cated with the wirele ••• tation on the I.le of 
Wight soee 60 ",iles away. Thi. was five years prior to Father Hurga.' patent I 
He was 10 years older than Marconi. Perhap. this is tha ba.i. ot the claim of 
oeing the Olde.t Oper.tor ot All Ti ... 1 

Each ot the previously named men have been put forward at one time or another as 
the inventor of wireless . It IIIUSt be remembered that in any area ot endeavor it 
has always been important to be at the right place at the r ight ti... . Every 
school boy knows that Lief Eri cson s.t foot on this continent centuries before 
Christopher Columbus . Yet Columbus is credited with having discovered America. 
Columbus just happened to be in the right place a~ the r ight time. So in a some
what analogous manner it lIight be said that wirele •• has its Lie f Eric.on. and 
i ts Columbuses. 

It is not tor III to say who did or who did not invent wireless - if any ONE did. 
You have the stor y ot the people involved and who worked in the area. You now 
may be the j udge ~ to w~ the credit s hould go . 

Many ye r s ago Sir Walter Scott 1n his "Lay of the Last Minstrel" expressed the 
situat10n most flue ntly by saY1ng : 

"I cannot tell how the truth may be ; 
I say the tale as 'twas told to me." 

In rendering your decision it lIIight be helpful to keep in mind the words of 
colI bora tor ot Edison's, a Dr. Geor ge M. Beard when he spoke on t he sub j ect of 
to whom the honor of a scientific discovery should be credited. He stated, " •••• 
The honor belongs not to him who first sees a thing, but to him who first sees i t 
with expert eyes; not to him who drops an original suggestion, but to hilll who 
tirst makes that suggestion fruitful ot results ••••••• lt to see with the eyes a 
phenomenon is to discover the law ot which that phenomenon is a part, then every 
s choolboy who, before the time ot Newton, saw an apple fall . was a discoverer of 
the law of gravitation ••••• " 

Should you lind yourself on the horns 

column to the right ) ~ 
I must leave you now to your cogitations . 
ot a dile_, be a.ssured that I am also . 

'J!l\J!!N"J"OO1!UP\/!l!\N.YS!\OOII!!\]IMM?W!JQ%I!MN!MlMMl\OO$~~$mV!NlN!lMN!!M!M!l%OO1S\OO1J!VS\$OO!'VM®l!M'2'M1!\1!\ 
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HAMMING AT SEA 
(Continued from P-15 - Maclaren) 

be heard on the ham bands wring our next 
voyage -- there would be a lot of K' sand 
W's wondering wh' hoppen' to Doc and 
Jock. 

The solution of this dark hour came from an 
unexpected quarter. It was solved by my 
XYL, who almost as soon as I arrived home, 
said with that maddeningly simple logic oT 
the female creature: "WeH, why don't you 
take your Vik ing Ranger on board the "Del 
Mar" next trip. Jock? Than you and Doctor 
Hawkins can still go on the air and ••• " 

This w i fely suggestion resulted in the birth 
of W5FGO/MM. On the following Thursday, 
our sail lng-day, I credl ed my Ranger Into 
my arms and carried It up the "Del Mar's" 
gangplank to the accompaniment of various 
wise-guy remarks such as, "Say. what you 
got there. Sparks, a radio?" I told them. 
of course, they were crazy - it was a lawn 
mower. 

The "Del Mar" sailed at 3 p.m. and I went 
on wty in the ship's Radio Office as we 
haaded down the M ississippi River bound for 
our first port of call. St. Thomas, in the 
Virgin Islands. After the rush and bustle of 
salling, the six crowded days of our stay in 
New Orleans (there is never sufficient time 
to do all the things we want to do!). nei ther 
the Doc nor I felt liks going on the air. 

The next day, however. we perched the Ranger 
on top of the Doc's 75A 1 receiver and I pro
ceeded to manipulate the various control knobs. 
The Ranger loaded easily into our Rube Gold
berg antenna and, as the Doc was wont to say. 
we were in business again. The first contact 
was made by Doc on 10-meter • phone w ith 
K6GLC, Jim, In Rialto, Califomia, who. if he 
ever reads this, will leam he was a "first" with 
W5FGO/MM. This was especially interesting 
to me, as I had had little luck with my Ranger 
from my home OTH (Gretna, La.) on 'phone 
with the Ranger. I had, however, replaced a 
faulty coupling condenser, which may have 
made the di ff~ence! 

At 5.30 that aftemoon I tried out the Ranger on 
15-meter CW and got a 559 slg181 report from 
W~HAO, Bill, up in Dav~, lowe. Then 
W5BVF, in Galveston, Texes, called me, end 
I had to explain the Why .. end-wherefore of the 
"Del Mar's" amateur ca"-signal change from 
Ki'lDLC/MM to W5FGO/MM -- this I was to do 
many times wring the ensuil'lQ voyage. 
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Summary of Slop-Chest items 

SLOP 
CHEST 

available to members 

I 
1 

! 
l 
l 

I 
~ 
l 

PRICES ON SOWP SLOP CHEST ITEMS 

We are trying to price the various emblam 
atic items stocked at near cost to promote 
thei r use by members as we feel thei ruse 
directly or indirectly has a promotional co 
efficient which we should not overlooked . 

Quotations in our last Joumal (Vol . 1-3) 
is valid for most items. We do need to 
adjust postage on QSL CARDS and for our 
STATIONERY items. Cost of cartons for 
packaging is about 25¢ per package . Add 
to thi s postage at 4th class rate for the 
pounds indicated PLUS insurance @ 40¢ 
to $15.00 value and 60¢ abov e $15 . 00 in 
value (Canada & Foreign minimum is 60¢ 
per package) . In addition on Canadian 
and Foreign orders, please remit, pay
able in US funds as EXCHANGE rat es 

1 have adversel y affected us. 
l 
l POSTAGE PA 10 ITEMS 

~ LABELS 

1 

~~~~~ 
I 
l 
.( 

#1 . BLUE on white 'J1/zx1V. per 100 1.00 
#2. RED on white (11/2"ci rcle) 100 1.00 
100 above mixed (same price) 50/50 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Aasoned scrimshaw and ani facts avallabl. 
are designed and fabr i cated for SOWP memo 
bers by craftmen and an I sans uncIer the 0 i r
act ion of the Ancient Mariner in our modem 
plant where pur. ozone, mixed w i th other 
rare ingredi .... t. are combined to proc1.tc. rare 
~w. and paraphernalia of doubtful intrin
aic value but which catTi •• this stamp of 
approvel : ~Gueranteed to be pur. and unao..rl
t_ted end NtmHII if used in small QUantiti... All Itema etock In the SHp'. Slop
C~ C8nY the ~ .. of the Ancient 
"""';nw to bring _Ielection« money w;1I 
be ~II)' ~ -' a.t>ject to e bit of 
clcto.tng on the -.ute: 

DECALS 

I 
Durabl e, Vinyl, rich dark blue on yellow 
stock, water resistant, self stick ea $1 

I PATCHES/CRESTS 

l • ( Multicolor - 3" size 
l Large 8" for back of coat 

l BANNERETIES 

JOURNAL & BOOK FILES 

1.50 
5.50 

I
I Beautiful emblem for wall 2 . 50 

L--...!=========~~~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;=---- Holds 3-yeer vol. of Journal 3.50· 
~ . (e) This i s 8 new item and costs have 

.Il not Iteen tlet4m"linea. Wtt.YlOll rai .. 
1 or lower price if experience necessitates. 
l 

! 
-<-::l(t:M:1lM:=1l:M=Ile-s:=1l:M=Ilt=lt=2t=1::(t=ll:::(tM::{l::e-s::QM::{l::M::QM:=1l:M:1lM:=1l:M=IlMt=2!""!::(Mt=2M::1l::M::Q!""!::{l::t=I:1!!""!:=1l:M:1l!""!:=1l:M=IlM:::n:e~1 

Meanwhile, the " Del Mar'S" would-be ama
t eurs had dwindled to one stubbom candi date, 
our Chief Officer, Wiley West. whom the Doc 
had already .introwced to the mysteries of Radio l 
Fundamentals and was diligently practicing the l 

QSL CARDS FOR EMBERS 
l 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
l 
1 
1 

Thousands of SOWP QSL cards have been 
dots-and-dashes. 8i II Si strunk. by the way, l 
had taken the trip off for hi s annual vacation. 1 
much to the Doc's rei i ef!. who now threatened 1 
to do some mighty OX work free from the ~ 
clutches of old' Phone-patch 8i II. t 

I 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 

As we were leaving St. Thomas harbor. I tuned 
around and heard W5HR shouting in on 10-meter 
'phone. I zeroed-in on him, grabbed the mike 
and started holloa' ing W5-Henry-Radio. Paul 
came right back. gave me a signal report of 
05 S9 plus 5 D8's (we have noticed before 
that the skip-distance on 10-meters appears to 
be right on the nose for the Eastem and South
ern U.S. from the V irgi n Islands area) and 
asked me if he could ' phone-patch me to any 
of my friends In New Orleans. I gave him my 
Gretna telephone number and, of course, there 
was no answer but the busy signal I -- my 
XYL was not at home. Paul then put me 
through to various other fr iends in an excited 
search for the missing XYL. and finally we 
caught her coming in from shopping. It was 
a big thrill -- the first time I've ever spoken 
to the wi fe from a ship at sea . But you may 
guess the inevitable result -- neither of us 
could find a thing to say! 

Our first foreign contact on 'phone was on 15-
meters with G38AG in England who gave the 
Doc a report of 05 S9. The Ranger was to 
give us many pleasant surprises wring the 
trip. aided no little by the sensitivity of the 
Doc's 75A 1 and its abil i ty to separate and 
pull in the signals . 

Well, to make a long story short and not repe
t itious. I'll end this by running off a few items 
which stick in our memories. I met. v ia the 
dots-and-dashes. W308. Mac. the secretary 
of the Maritime Mobile Club. who welcomed 
me aboard . W3AMA. Peggy, who has a beaut 
of a "fist" and has endeared herself to a bunch 
of sea-going ·hams . Wiley was given his 
Nov ice exam by the Doc and is now awaiting 
his ticket. (Wiley Is now Capt. with Delta . ) 
We supplied K6EXO, Connie. with her 25th 
and final M/M OSL card for her certificate . 
Z81A JX and W58YF worked us both as Ki'lDLC/ 

~ 
~ 

~ 5{) OW~ WOlU) W~S M\SSftLL&D... ~ 
~ f'IClCY, PICKY, rIC~Y f {( I 
rj S,,~::~:,~:::~/:~s~~~s~::y~':~'1:':~~"'ss,~ 
1 teased the pants off the three of us for over an 1 
1 hour on the key ••• Wiley built the Heathkit l 
~ DX-35 and we gave it an "ai r check" ••• he's l 
t hunting for a receiver now but we've been 1 
1 spoiled by the 75A 1! ••• I mailed out 212 (I 

l W5FGO/MM cards. rece ived 92 ••• we re-
1 moved the rig from 8ill 's cabin to Wiley's, l 
t who also has an A.C. outlet ••• skip dist- l 
1 ance from east coast of South America was 1 
l found to be very erratic when working any U . S . l 
l spot. espec i a II y on 'phone • • • we found lots 1 
1 of fun among the Novice frequencies on 15 CW t 
l .. . both Doc and Wi ley accused each other l 

.of being mike-hounds ••• had a very good l 
1 'phone-patch contact with K5ALK. in New t 
1 Orleans - one trouble w ith MM working is in- 1 
l terference with ship's broadcast receivers and ~ 
l ship's radio-shack. t 

l . t~ l Doc Hawkins said goodbye to the "Del Mar" 
1 in New Orleans, Feb. 28th, and with him. l 
t much to our chagrin, went the 75A 1 receiver. l 
~ Thi s took the "Del Mar" off the oi r. But we j 
t all had so much fun out of Ki'lDLC/MM and ~ 
l W5FGO/MM. that it's a pretty good bet that I 
lit won't be long before Wi I ey puts ye goode 1 
1 shippe "Del Mar" back on the ham bands. i 
t i 
1 --Harry A. Maclaren "Jock", W5FGO i 

ordered by our members and many of them 
have sent ·in repeat orders. We think they 
are "tops". Shells are printed in two 
colors (Red al")d Black) ready for imprint
ing which is done at reasonable cost. No 
change of format is available for address 
side of card, but copy on front can 00 
tailored for space available to member'S 
idea. NOTE: A s light change has been 
made in front side allowing for larger size 
call letter (type) to be used. The follow
ing pri ces wi II sti II prevai I. however on 
No.2 item add 25¢ for 100; 35¢ for 200 
75¢ for 500 and $1.25 for 1000 cards to 
total (5). Any excess wi II be retumed 
in postage per actual postal cost less 
25¢ per carton for mailing . BE SURE 
and add insurance if wanted as we will 
not be responsible for loss in the mai I. 
Residents of Calif. add 6% tax (Line 5 
I ess line 2) whi ch is sent pri nter. 
All stock is KROMOCOTE. We have com
pletely discontinued the #1 10 index stoc~ 

QUANTITY Note 100 200 )00 1000 
Shell s -1- 2.00 4. 00 9.50 18 . 25 
Pkg/Mail cost 2 1 .00 2. 00 2.85 3.25 
TOTAL (Shell) 3 3. 00 6.00 12.35 21 . 50 
Imprin t i ng (* ).~4--:5:-:':..;;;5;:0........:6;:.~2~5~.;..7:..,. 7;.;5~1~2:...,. 5~0~ 
TOTAL(Printed)5 8. 50 12.25 20 . 10 34. 00 

STATIONERY 

ITEM & QUANTITY 50 
Letterheads 2 . 00 
Note Heads 1. 75 

Env . # 10 Large 
Env . #6 

3.00 
2.50 

100 
3 .75 
3 . 25 

6.00 
4.00 

300 
10.00 

9 . 00 

16.00 
11.50 

Prices on above are Prepaid, except the 
I nsurance of 40¢ in U . S . and 60¢ Canada 
and foreign . 

l ) 
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-FLASHBACK- ! Stili, I did my best not to delay matters undJly 
and I generally managed to post a completed 
answer paper every Monday. My growing skill 

! 
In Morse sending and receiving was more diffi
cult to assess. As the weeks passed my own 

1 
1 

~ 

-BV-

John Lingards Sykes 2431-SGP ~ 
'MHHHHHHH~MHHHMHHMHHHHHHHHMHMel 

'SEE THE WORLD FROM AN EASY CHAIR'. 1 
The headline to the magezlne advertisement was 11 
atartllng enoug, but It was the second line 'AND 
GET PAID FOR IT' that clinched the metter. 1 
The date was Jan. 4, 1918 and in two weeks 1 
time I would be sixteen years of age. The Greet 1 
War was well Into Its fourth year and looked like ~ 
going on for ever. In another two years, all beino 
well, I could be In France seeing mud and blood 
from a trench parapet end the prospect d id not 1 
appeal to me one little b i t. I read on to find 1 
that all one had to do to qualify for this magic 1 
seat was to become a wireless operator in the 1 
merchant navy. It seemed that training could 1 
begin at home w i th a series of twenty 'easy' 
I ... aon. by post together with practise In sendlnQ 1 
and receiving using' Morse key and buzzer sup- 1 
plied'. On completion of the postal course, the l 
atudent wea requlr-.d to attend a school at Edin- 1 
burstI for from five to MYen monthll practical 1 
work prior to alttlng and pa •• lng an e)(llminatlon 1 
set .by the Postmaster G~I. The advertlse- 1 
ment went ~. to explain that merchant servi ce 
w i reless operators enjoyed full officer status 1 
from. the day they joined their first ship, wore 1 
gold braid, had their own cabin and dined free of 1 
charge at the captain' s table. Lt reed like a ~ 
fairy st~ and even the small print footnote about 
a fee being payable failed to darT)pet1 my ardour • . 
My job at the mi II was et best only semi-ski lied 1 
and· offered II ttl e prospect of advancement but 1 
as an officer in the merchant navy the whole 1 
world would be my oyster. In my excitement I 1 
clean forgot that I d idn 't l ike oysters. { 

The task of persuading my father to allow me to 1 
enroll for this ali-transforming study course pro- 1 
ved _sler than I had feared. Ever s ince the 
deeth of my first mother from tubercu losis some It 
fourteen years &tulier, he had worried over my 
weak chest. Now he very quickly convinced 1 
himself that see breezes were just what I needed. 1 
True, thirty pounds was a tidy sum but · if he put 1 
In stili more overtime eech week he could find 11 
It. SurprlsiAgly In retrospect, I can't recall 
that In the family we ever spoke of the one mil-
lion or more tons of merchant shipping currently 
bei ng sent to the bottom every month by enemy 
mines and torpedoes but it must have been at 
the back of all our m inds . Anyway, water was 
cleaner than mud and an a rmchair more com
fortable than a camp stool. Letters were written, 

exc i tement and my pa~--.t .. ' mixed pride and 
anxiety grew apace. 

Apart from two or three holidays in the Isle of 
Man where my paternel grandmother kept a small 
boarding house I had never spent a night away 
from home. Now, on my own and unprotected, 
I was about. to venture into a strange land abOut 
which we knew next to nothing. While father 
maintained that he had both seen and heard Harry 
Leuder et the locel Palace of Varieties neither 
mother nor I had ever knowingly clapped eyes on 
a Scotsman. From my school history books, I 
was aware that the Romens had found them to be 
a pam in the neck, so much so that in the end 
they had had to build e wall to try to keep them 
In their place. Even so there were Englishmen 
who still claimed: 

'They didn't build it strong enough 
They d idn't build it high enough, 
They didn't build it long enough 
And they din't build it soon enough I , 

On the other hand, I recalled that Uncle Amos 
had once sent a hat to be cleaned and blocked 
at Perth and how it had come back looking quite 
different! Uncle Amos swore that it had been 
cleaned in whisky and blocked over something 
he called an 'aggis' and there was a story that 
on one occasion after being caught in a heavy 
shower he had been seen sniffing the lining and 

tentatively chewing the brim. Again, the Scots 
were on our side against the Germans and were 
doing a first class job. 

1 
I 
1 
1 

1 
I 

~ 
1 
1 

~ 
~ 
~ 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
t 
1 
I 

~ 
1 
{ 

It was mother who came right out with it: { 
"Happen t' men were all right but what about t' 1 
women? What I want to know is will t' lad be t 
safe?" The fact that I seemed more than ready 1 
to take my chance did nothing for her peece of 1 
mind. The only three Scotswomen we had ever ;1 

heard of were Flora MacDonald. ArYlie Laurie and 
Mary Oueen of Scots. It seemed they all had had . 
their points but were they respectabl~? Mother ~ 
had her doubts but even she had to concede that t 
they were all dead. Her fears were not easi Iy 1 
brushed aside but as father pointed out it was 1 
now a bit late in the day. We had paid our brass 1 
and there wasn't a hope of getting it back. It • 
was the right note and brought si lence if not com- ( 
plete conviction. t 

Other weighty problems had to be sorted out not ~ 
leest what to do abaJt my waShing. Would I have t 
to send it to a laundry or would my lendlady do 1 
It for me? This time mother put her foot down 1 
and kept it there. Didn't we know that laundries 1 
ruined clothes? Why some of them had special I 
machines for eating buttons. As for my landlady 1 
doing my washing, mother's answer came as t 
close to not being likely as her Methodist up- 1 
bringing would permit. It seemed she had once 1 
seen a picture of a Scots

l 
washkerwoml~n at wo

t 
rk l 

and the thought of it sti I shoc ed. m no t 
having sweaty feet whether Scotch, Chinese or 1 

forms filled i n and a money order posted. 

The arrival of my first package of study mater- . 
lals was something of an event. The Morse key 
and buzzer at once set me apart as a buddl ng 
flero. Vlstors to the house never tired of hearing 
me send out the dramatic letters SOS and e 

Eskimo tramping out the v intage on our Jack's I 
1 Sunday shi rt, and that's that! He can send hi s 
1 washi ng home and then I' II know that he i sn' t 1 

dl aturbl ngl y large rumber of them. appeared to 
take it for granted that I and my captain would 
remain at our posts and go down with our ship. 
"Damn It S i r; I t was tradi tional and anything 
les9 would be both an antl-cl imax and un-Bri
tlsh." At such moments my enthusiasm for 
armchairs and gold braid wavered somewhat and 
I began wondering where I might purchase an In
flatable wai stcoat and whether it would show up 
under my uniform jacket to reveal me the cowarc 
I knew myself to be. It was only because of my 
timidity that I had never leamed to swim. How
ever. unless I fell into the canal in the mean
time, and I had to traverse its banks twice a 

1

1 going about with holes in his socks and looking 1 
as thoug, he belonged to nobody." There was nc 1 
dissenting voice. The oracle had spoken . l 
I was dJe to leave for Edinburgh about the first 1 

1 week In May and shortly after Easter the school 1 

1 

secretary sent me eli st of approved and recom- 1 
mended digs. They all charged more or less the [ 
same, between twenty-three and twenty-five 1 
shillings per week for a shared room and full 1 
board with the exception of weekday lunches. 1 

1 With nothing else to go on, I would have to make 1 
my selection on the basis of the nicest sounding 1 

1 address. To a sixteen year old boy brought up j 
1 at 'Wood Top' and 'Nabbs Lane' names like t 

1 'Warrender Park Road', 'Sylvan Place' and 1 
1 'Marchmont Crescent' were swt>et music to the ~ 
1 ears, ambrosia to the mouth and romance to the [ I soul. As often as I could find solitude I would· 1 
t mouth them aloud, savour them on the tongue 1 
1 like luscious sweets or hospital grapes . For a 
1 whole week I delighted in choosing, changing ( 

boasted a 'Park Road' and a 'P lace' but so far 
as I was aware there was no 'Crescent' and so 
In the end it was to Mrs. Bulloch of 23 March
mont Crescent that I wrote asking whether she 
could put me up. On such flimsily taken deci
sions may rest the fate of a man, a country, an 
empire. Would my life have been different if I 
had chosen Warrender Park Road or Sylvan Place? 
Of course it would but in what way and to what 
extent, who knows? The letter received by retum 
post was couched in the friendliest term. Mrs. 
Bulloch would indeed be happy to take me into 
her home. A widow with a nineteen year old 
daughter and a twelve year old son, she provided 
a 'home from home' for up to six students all of 
whom were pupils at the 'North British School 
of Wireless Telegraphy'. She went on to explain 
that 'one of her young gent I emen' had recent I y 
left to join his first ship and hence the vacancy . 
'Young gentlemen', ehl A gracious expression 
that pleesed father and came close to softening 
mother but which caused me much unease . I 
wondered whether i n the course of time Mrs. 
Bulloch would think me a young gentleman? For 
the first time in sixteen years,.1 began to .quest
Ion my status in society. That I was a working 
cless boy of working class parents and grand
parents had never up to now caused me a mo
ment 's concem if on I y for the reason that all my 
friends and associates were working class. Now 
I was about to move into a new and almost cert
ainly different environment. Take the five young 
gentlemen awaiting me at Marchmont Crescent -
were they all working class and had they all had 
to go Into a factory from their fourteenth b i rth
day? Somehow I doubted it. What if they should 
look down on me or mimic my eccent? Although 
It would be years yet before I learned what it was 
called, I had in one fell swoop acquired an in
ferior i ty complex as big as a haystack and twice 
as heavy. If I didn't crl myself to sleep that 
night it was only because I didn't sleep. 

The quest ion whether I was or was not a gentle
man was the latest and most poignant doubt in 
my heart but it was far from being the only one . 
For as long as I could remember it had constantly 
been impressed upon me that I was a delicate 
child, an ethereal being whom the an£els might 
snatch up at any moment and on no better excuse 
than that I had left off my chest protector, sat in 
a draught, forgotten to taKe my brimstone and 
trea~le or my cod liver oi I; had gone out in the 
mist, fog, drizzle, rain, hail, sleet or snow; 
that I had wantonly indJlged in cricket or foot
ball. That I was flat chested, round shouldered 
and knock-kneed was not to be wondered at. Of 
late these blemishes on my growing manhood 
had assumed gigantic importance and I was spend
ing many secret hours doing push-ups, strugg
ling to stretch the springs of a chest expander or 
s i mply standing tall for long periods with my 
feet close together, a thick book between my 
knees and two more balanced on my head. Exer
cise might remedy my phys ical defects but how 
did one become a gentleman? 

Then 'Came the dawn' as the silent film captions 
used to put it. Came the dawn, or more accur
ately, came a sense of perspective . I had been 
aware ever since my first reading of 'Alice 
through the Looking Glass' that the same word 
could hold different meanings for different people 
'Gentleman' and 'gentlemen', what did they 
really mean? My recently acquired second hand 
dictionary quickly brought both enlightenlT'ent and 
comfort. It defined 'Gentleman' as 'A gentle 
man; a man of fine feelings and generous in .. 
stincts' . Against 'Gentlemen' I found the words 
'Male public urinal'. 

So, if each of my fellow boarders-to-be was 
truly a gentleman he would know how to treat me 
whereas if they turned out to be merely gentlemen 
I would know how to treat them. Truly, no one 
ought to be without a dictionary. 

Brave words but as I knew in my heart of hearts, 
all victories and defeats are transient and only 
the battle is eternal. Not only eternal - it has 
to be fought single handed . I sensed that in the 
months ahead I would have to fight it many times 
but that is another story. day on my way to and from work, I ought to en

joy the best part of a year before even my most 
sacrificial fans could expect me to drown and at 
slxteen •••••• a year is ~ long time. 

1 mymindandChOOSingaga in, .• ~~H;u;d;d;e~r;s~fi~e~ld~~~~~l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ""*.*.'P'I!\M\/lP\/lP\/lP\/lP\®npym®7!!M!1V!\1!\l~J1'Sn:nI!\MjM!!sm\Ml!!RJ!!Mill®~~1Ot!2\J!wJ:lMIJ!M!JVWWMagMMWIB\IOWW!M?£IW!PM' 
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SOUTHLAND HOTEL 

I " ~~. , ;-.-. ... , .~;> . '!CcntentDlent First" 

. " I ,. I' 'ill~ " 
: : • " ~i.;t:;~ 'Sixth and Flower Sis.. Los AIlIda. Cal. 
- •• I' ~1I\!j.... . 
II •• II If&l~ '~ Wilh Polblic Balh, One PerOOD 'I., Two PerooD." $0 . 
.~ ., _~_~. Up. Wilh Priv'I' Balh, "" '1.$0," .. , •. .elL .. -Jf - "p.d.1 1I.leo by Ihe Week or IoIoulb 

1_1I1Ii_.L·_~·=':4~.W. T . Clark, Less~ L. C. Morton, Mgr . 

T ak(O CH r at Depot mnrk~u Heliotrope Ul' lve or We. tern Ave. ; •• t orr 
II I F'lowe r " I .. wa lk one block nottb, or tak. L. A.. Transf.r BU M 
a t our expe ns e . . 

Auditorium Hotel 
B. F. and M. S. GREEN, Props. 

Overlookinc Central Parll 

CONVENIENT YET QUIET 

ISO Outside Rooms-7S with Bath 
Rates: $1.00 per da,. up 

FIFTH AND OLIVE STS, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

HOTEL HEINZEMAN 
l nder new monagement) 

618·620 South Grand Avenue, Lo. Angel .. , Oal. 

Permanenl and Transient accommodations 
Tele phone and Runnlnl' Water In EYery Room 

Writing Room-Parlor-Billiard Room' 

ROOM WITH OR WITHOUT PRrVATE BATH 

Phones, Home 108 .9; Su n.el MlO ln ~ 9 61 Carl),le R. Robl""1L u.r. 

HOTEL SCHUYLER. 
0P70srrll SAL~ LAKII .. .. Dlll'O'!' 

LONG BEACJI, CAL. 
Ca fe, Barber Shop, Billiard., Sun Parlor, BllII Room 

ONCE AGUE T-ALWAYS A G UEST 
150 Rooms European Plan 

81.00 .. lIa DAY V" 

THOMAS H. McMAHON 
Optician 

UH K~~N LENSES A C RATELY DUPLICATED 

1I 1 ~h 81 Cln ss Work 
1040 Merchants Nation&i Bank Building 

BprlDlr at SllrtlL St.. Loa Aqel_ 

IF YOU KODAK IN OALU'OJUfIA 
W e ,,'nn l )'OU 10 have our oautonJa -.-. 
O .. ld •• . G lves you all Ihe Information about 
m ak ing "el'r c l plctureo In "Sunny California;' 

Proo If yo .. Iortq tlWo .. to ..- atoH 

~O. OaADa KOD'- ..una~. 

HOWLAND" DEWEY OOlllPOY 
J:AS'!'IIAIr KODAK OO"ArI' 

P1ll1 Llao of Kodak. &lUI S .. ppUea 
510 ••• ro"wa7 Loa ..... 
" I,"HUE'T K ODAK STORE ON THE COAST" 

Hygienic Beauty Shop 
526 SIICVarrY aVILDDrO, 0P7081'1'11 .~ al.ax'WDaIA 

.prlne at Plftll St, Loa ~ o.l 

F,\('I:\I. A:,\O ALP TREATMENT 
,'IlA~II'OOI:,\(; MANICURING 

I'holle F . 1329 Helen Kiaaee 
' U IT Face PreparnUonl. 

SANITAS 

TURKISH BATHS 
6~2'r2 So. 'pl·jU g , · t. Loa Angeles, Gal. 

(Opposite 1Iolel Alexandria) . 
0 .... DAY AIr. 1fI01I'I' ~ ~ftOJr 

lJucl O. s' I n HlrUctlona Carefully Followed 
M •• , n lle Trealmenls Eleetrlo lJl'bt Batbl! 

'I'1JaKJ' ... 1IA'l'JI AJrD BaD na .. ., lLOO 

t 
l 

! 
i 

S. S. IlJ\RV,UID 

C • II. WIJ] TE C()~IHAl'\m:lI. 

SAN rRAi,\C I SCO TO S.o\~ I'I'DIW AI'IH I. :lOTII, 19 I G 

JACK BINNS EDITION 

ISAN DIEGO 1916 
~ .----------~~;_-=~-----------:-- Panama -California Internatio~al Exposition 

i ~~~J~~~~LI:S ~ vs ~~:\~:N . 0 {S D ORD HOTEL 
L _____ !:,2~~~:-.:~~~-~~~~~-:.-----1 AN F 
l I PD"l'JI &lUI A ~ 

~ 
WA JIli':GTO~ D. C. -. r------....,.--------., 

I':CY. l.A~S 1 ~G lIAS I l\'FORl'I- 11.. 
ED (~lm,\IA:,\ ,\"IDASS,\DOn VOil: m:R'I!STOIlF'F TIIAT TilE l' , .' 

In the Quiet Busln ... 
Center 

Ground Floor Lobby 

l 1',\I 'EIl SEIZED FIION IWI..F VO~ IGI':L, FORl'Uill 

I 
SEClu:: r ,\llY '1'0 CAI"fAIN FR.\NZ VO:-' PAI'EN, mLI- l 
TAllY A'I"rACIIE OF TIJI~ GEImAN 1'",UjASSY '01'0 LD BE 
IU':T IL .... m. 

VON IGEl. WAS ARllESTlill I N NEW YORK l YJ::STE1WAY 0>0 llmDI PLOT CllAIlGES. 

l-------------------------------------
WASIllNGTON D. C. '-

l GI::NEllAL IIUGII SCOTI, CIIIEF Of 
STAFF OF TilE IUt'lY LEI'T LAST NIGIIT TO SI'EI\1) 
SEVEllAl. DAYS WITII r.I'NEIL\1. FUNSTON ON TIlE 

l 1l0lWEH AND CANVASS TilE ~U~XICAN SITIJATlON. 
I~AIl S~CY. BAI\ER IlECOH.'U'.\!OE)) TIIAT SCO'IT l ~IAI\~ TilE TIU I' FOI! TilE I't;HI'OSE OF GEtTING l ACCUI!.ATI~ INF()lt\IATIO~ AS ~l<\Y BE POSSI13LE FOR 

l TIlE USE OF TilE WAH DEPAlmn::.\!T. GEil:ERAL FUN-

~ 
STON RI':" lAJNS IN F"t;L1, CHARGE OF TilE ANERICAN 
EXPEDITION AND ru.TAINS TIlE FULL COi\'FIDENCE 
OF TilE WAR DEPARTIIE!W, SAID BAKER. 

!--~~~~::=:~:=~~~~~-----
; WASllrNGTON 
• SI':CHl'J\TAIlY I J\ J\SJ NG TODAY TI\'FOlt'IED 1 

THE NEW 
Sixth and B SU'eeta 

All Vodern Conven· 
leneea - Unollcelled 
Senrlee .• 
180 AD 0. ..... aoo .. , 

ElepnUy furnl.hed 

U~d.r per.ollal man· 

al'f~~~~:~DFORD 
Formerly manalfer 

of Vaje.tlc HOlel, 
Now York City and 
ttl. Grand Hotel. Yok· 
ohama. Japan. OU-----ADS_en 

SOUTHERN 
SaD DiIlO. Oal. 

A HIGH CLASS MODERN HOTEL 

IN THE SHOPPING AND THEATRE CENTER 

Rates $1.00 per day up 

TIIAT III': 1,1\ W·:AOY TO DISC SS TilE St;II~Lo\RINE .. ----------------_______ _ ~ COL' 'I' VON IWIlNSTOllJo'F , Till': GElt'lA ' ru'DIASSADOll, I 
, SlTt:ATJO;X " 'ITII IIJ~I AI\1) A COXFI~IU'::'\CE WILL 

,

• I'I!(JBAIII.Y. BE Allll,\NGED FOil 'J'omlUlow. YFSTEJI·· 
DAY SECIII'~ I',UlY IJ\NSJNG INF'OI~U::O Iml lit: COIllD , 

.. Nor .I?~~.<:USS 'n ... : SUWt:CT. _ j 

; ;.~~~~~~-;~~~~:~-~-------~--- I 
l GI'~\ERAL G 'T) ElHlEZ, GOVEU- t 
• 'Oll OF CIIJ IIt;,\IIt:.\ ,\ t;TIIOlllTATI VELY STATES l 

(

tt'. TIIAT TilE IIEfJOIlT OF VII.LA' S D~TIJ IS ONLY · ! 
numll. TIlE AUTlIOJU'fIt-:S ARE AIDING IN l1IE 
SIIJlNJo:NT OF SUI'I'I.IF.5 TO TIlE UNITU> STATh:S 

l TIWOI'S. l 
~------------------------------------

SAN DIEG() 
CealTal.ly Loceled 

r: ;lropean Plaa 

SIXTH STDBT 
BETWUN B aDd F 
RATES 

Room for I Peraon froID . •• •••••. . •..•• • 11." 
Room for I Peraou fro................. 1.'. 
Room with Bllth, 1 Pw-. fro ... " ... .. 1.1t 
lloom with Bllth, J ~ ••••• ta." IUId 1.10 

Oafe in OoDDectioD 
Free Auto Bu. Veets aU Traina and Boat. 

11 Floors of Solid Com forI 
Steel and Concrele 

l Pll"I'SII IWo - l 
l IlJUUlY 1\. THAW WAS GRANTlm A 01 YOnCE t 
' Fllml EV I~I.)'N '1'11,\'" IIY JUDGE JOSIAH COIII~'\j TODAY. 
t TilE DECIU';E I,AS ISSU~D ON m::cmI.'IF.NDATlON OF 1----------------------
l ATJ'OUNI';Y TIIO~IAS ~IASTEH. TilE SUIT, FIIF.o t NEW, MODERN AND FIREPROOF 
1 SEVEIl,\1. l"Ef~KS AGO, CllAnGED INFIDEL! TY • NO t, 
t DI,:n:'-;SI': WAS ~IADI!:. ,t!t~II!_ml!.'" 

! -~~I~I~~;~~-~--------------------------· i ~';iJ''''5 
PRESIDJ::NT WILSON TOLD CONGRESS: lit and r. Bt .... t. 

I IJAV": m.:J'~'g..:o IT HY DUTY TO SAY TO TIlE GER- BAN DIEGO, OAL. 
~IAN UU>EIUAL GO~"':NT nJAT IF IT IS STILL 

o..w. 1 __ ....... 75c witIo _ .. .... 
H .. twe II I .... II ... . 

1_ witlt ,mate .... SIc "to&. 
F_ Suo Meet. all Tr .... ucI S-

A. .... J:AL, Prop, 

ITS PUnl'OSE TO PUOSF.CUTE RELF.NTLF.SS AND 
JNDISCIUmNATE WAU, TIlE GOVEnmO~ IS AT 
u:AS'f FOUCED TO TIU!: CONCLUSION 1'1IAT TllliRE IS 
n T O~E COUnSE IT CAN punsUJ:: AND TlIAT IS UN- l HOTEL NEW YORK 
LESS TilE UIJ>Jo:JUAL G~lmAN GOVJillI\1f-Jt:NT SIIOULD . t S IX'I' II AT OItOADWAY SAN DIEGO, CAL. 
NOT HI."IEDIATELY DJ::CIDE TO ABANDON ITS TAC- A KODa_ .000000L Dr 'rIIJI ca.-a 0 .. 'nm OI'I'Y 
TICS IN SUBMARINE WARFARE, FRIENDLY . IlliLATIONS Hnles :~~':, ~:~:g~. 7:f.o:~ndll·~:o ~r 3:~ l WITH DIE UNITED STATES WILL DISCONTINUE. ( AI Whorf lake Taxi al our expen .. 

t l------------------------------l-· -'""'!'.- , -----------
l S.<\N FIL~ 'ClSCO - 'The NEW BELMONT HO~EL l '1'''1' SCH()()~VII H C SI.ADV he 
t 1':WI'I'YEl<;tI'J' DAYS 'FIW~I FW~I':;IA:-J.j'U:· AUS'rRALIA WBlan 8'1'8BB'I', .ett; ::;::O~alA~d J:. raclD. t P1aaa 
l FOil E IlEKA, Allin VI':O 1.EAI\ING AND HASTIIEAD A lIo4trD Bot.l with hJch claA MrYitt . 
1 SI'IWNG AS A RES I.T OF ilEAV\' GA1.ES )o~'\jCO 'NT- RATES: 
t I~IU-:)) 0, Vo\' M;I': . One ' perlon In room: Two perllOns In room 
l $1.00 per day $1.25 to $1.50 per day 
, ----------Th-. : •• -I.O-'III-on-O-•• '-.II'-'II--------:--· 54.00 per week 15.00 to $6.00 per week 

LA Room. wltb Prl .... t. Bath,.J... 0.."-.11.50 .. 12.50 .... 0." 
FREE Bu~ MEETS ALL BOATS 

~ r ANAMA·CALlFGRNIA EXPOSITION 

I San Diego Ctlifornia--1916 DELMON ICO CAFE 

I :~.~~,:=~,~o~~~~:,~:~.:,:~~~"~:~:~,~::= ,ULL':, ;~~;~~~:=.. :;= c.~ 
ETC .• ADDRESS OR CALL. FI::DERAL I'UIILISHINC CO. lOY> MERCHANT l EXCHANCE BUILDINC. SAN .·RANCISCO. CAL I'h.". r.. ,fi.I.II .i< ,; ~ taO I.~ ... 

AIIIRVIr.R A loA CAR,.. ALL DAT 

The OCEAN WIRELESS NEWS was the title of a press release published on 
most passenger ships under contract with the t-1arconi nadio Telegraph Co., 
of American ( l ater R.C.A.). Press received from KRi, WCC, etc. was 
·typed on on a mimeograph stenci I, run off on forms charged to the opera tor 

Each trip the operator had to make a detai l e d report on the number of papers sold and an accounting of blanks l eft . The papers were sold 
for 10 cent ach for many ear and a small part of this was retained by the operator as compen ation for thc extra work. It was gener-

ally th· 'ob of th "m id" operator to cut · tcncil s and mimeograph the pape r - a 2 hour job if traffic was not heavy ••• or the mimeograph 
didn'l dev'lopc te,chnical and mechanica l problem I Four pages of Dress were always typed up, whethcr w recei ved it or not I 

===============================~~~~~========================= 
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A. SOC,~ OP w tREt PtONEEAS , -.-•••••••••• ••••••••••••••••••• JACK BINNS ED ITION .... ,. 
The SIlIPPER'S LO G I 

l 
l 

fhl Morning WBlch 
l ------------------~-------------------l r 

000 

l Mention warships, and most peo· i 
l pie conjure up a picture of gray 

~ 
monsters , all abristle with guns, puff. 1 
ing fire and smoke. There's the obli. 
gatory close·up of a young sailor 

1 from West Virginia squinting through 1 
1 a gun sight and then a profile of The 1 

~ 
Old Man squinting through his binoc· 
ulars . And there 's a terrible racket. l 

1 Now that particular tableau is not II 
! all wrong. During my tour aboard 

~z:ii1iII"~:~~~~ __ ' one aging destroyer, we passed many 1 
L."... ~~ ~=' : -". :...._. {i~. ~e~~:~~~r:h:~~ginanadng~i~i~~~~: il 

5 
f:' ~ _~ _"_ nately, but I imagine we made a fair 

f 
show in any case. And there were i 

-- HAPFY ANNIVERSARY SOWP --

Ten years ago, on May 4, 1968, a small 
group (58 in all) accepted my invitation 
to found and formalize our new organiza-
tion . Since then, "History has been 
made". This small group has now pro
Ii ferated to nearl y 3000 m embers and our 

particularly memorable moments, 

1 
like the time we scored a hit on the 
tow cable about a third of the way 

1 froln tnt: target toward the airplane 1 

i
t doing the towing . As we anticipated, 1 

the pilot had a comment for us. In [ 
a reasonably level voice he said, 1 

1 " Please bear in mind that I'm pull· I' 1 ing the target, not pushing it." 

1 J J J 

~ There never was too long a line 
1 formed to get the 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. ] 
i watch-which was fine by me. It was l[ l my favorite . You kind of had the 1 
1 ship to yourself. It was a nice time ~ 

to think and watch the se'll. 
growth shows signs of increasing rather 1 And of course there were the sun· 
than slowing down. We have in all mod-l rises. 1 
esty, become the largest 'professional' 1 Now that's an qpportunity for a 1 

• t· f k' d' th I d W t 1 well·turned phrase. The watch reo [ 
organize Ion 0 our In In e wor. e can hank hundreds of [ ports, "Executed sunrise." Which l 
our members who continue to fumish valuable ideas and suggestionsl really means the lights 'have been l 
plus the many dedicated officers and directors (plus Net-officials) 1 turned oft. But somehow as you enter 1 
who have given liberally of their time, talent and effort. To them 1 that in the log ·there's Ii special feel· 1 

II 1 ing about getting started on a new 
a -- we owe heartfelt thanks and a debt of gratitude that can never [ day. And, without too much effron· l 
be repaid. l tery, the wording suggests you had 1 

. l something to do about the sun show· 1 
I would like to add a personal note to this letter to our members: ~ ing up on time. And in the right ! 

I have now been at the helm of our good craft for better than ten place. ; 
years in an ad'7'inistrative capacity, first as Executive Director and 1 There's a lot to be said for the ll' 
now as President. My dedication and interest in the organization ~ predawn hours as well. Steaming up 1 

[ north, you might see the aurora or, 
has never waivered ••• and it never will. However, life is fragile farther south, watch for hours its 
and sometimes unpredictable. I have enjoyed good health for manyl; counterpart in the phosphorescent il 
years but I am now approaching 'eighty years of age and feel a Slow-

l
' sea. Bluish fire erupts in the bow 

wa ve and spa rks are throv.T. off to ~ 
ing process . I feel that the Good Lord has been wonderful to me 1 the sides . Occasionally ~ larger globe 
but at the same ti me I feel that prudence di ctates that arrangements 1 of light v., ll appear a ways off in reo 1 
be made to ha.ve some one take over tho e active part of our heavy ~[ sponse to _the Invisible pressure 

wor oa and Its demands. , I would like to phase out this demand- with dribbles and spatters of spilled 
kl d waves. Astern. the wake 1& covered ~ 

ing act ivity while' still have time to coach a new man in our 1 fire . It' s all rather magical. 1 
system operendi. (Continued to Page - 32) 1 ). ). ). 

I 

The Chi.ese AblCIS 

On one of those quiet morning 
watches an extraordinary thing hap· 
pened. Extraordinary for me. that 
is, because It was my first experi· 
er.cc: ;:.~ the kind . n.e ship · ... ·as quiet 
and the bridge darkened except fo r 
the warm little glow of dials and the 
dim illuminat ior. from the steering 
compass on the helmsman 's face . 
The sea was "litte~ing . in crys~al 
moonlight-that speCial night clarity 
far at sea. Everything had sharp 
edges . and I suppose that 's what 

made the arnval of an undefined 
" presence" rather startling. 

Let me be plain about it . It was a 
smell, an odor. But odors at sea haVE: 
a strange import. Sea air is scrubbed 
clean and you move in an atmo
sphere so dominated by the pure 
essence that an intrusion is imme· 
diatdy felt. Without the potpourri of 
land scents to challenge its domi· 
nance, an intruder shouts its arrival. 
It's there , and no mistaking it. 
That's why it is no myth about being 
able to sense land a score of miles 
off. 

l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
l 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

~ 
1 
1 

So it was with this interloper-this 1 
olfactory foundling. I knew later it 1 
had crept up the ladderway from in· [ 
side the ship, snuffled into the pilot 1 
house, eased over the hatch coam· l 
ings and snuggled around our legs 1 
on the open bridge. But at the time, 1 
it was just suddenly there . 

First , its very foreignness labeled 1 
it a land fragrance . It was heavy 1 
with nostalgic references of some l 

Thought you would like to see our Americanized Chinese A bacus sort. There was an abstract sense of .i 
used for the speedy recordi ng of rues by most effi ci ent Mama- home, of comforts that have no Ie· 
San I You wi II note (for the most part) the very happy, care - gitimate place on a man·of-war. The 1 

speculations lasted only moments, 1 
f ree expressions on the keys of our A bacus. The keys were really . The distinct aroma of fresh 1 
carved by Confuc i us to make a Ii tt I e spendi ng money when he was bread baking doesn' t leave itself un· j 
attending the University of Cal ifomia . It is called the' Confu- identified for long. l 
sing' Abacus . Featured is a ' bui It- in ' s q uench inhibitor whict- J. J. J. l 
m akes a spectrum analysis of the cash flow into the Society 1 Compared to the delicious mo· 1 
coffers ringing bells and lighting lights if a Spark-Gapper' scheck' ments when that "presence" collided 

realization or its source i'n a brightly 
lit ..... orklng space below decks 
seemed rather prosaic. I would have 
wished more time to savor the first 
impressions . A bakeshop once visited 
in a Swiss mountain village . A bread 
company just across the river from 
my rooms at the university. My 
grandmother's famous Christmas 
cookies . But, like a rather poignant 
dream that defies capture in a wak· 
ing sta:e, it had had its moment and 
been dispersed into the impart ial 
night air. . 

Some of the disappointment was 
later voided when. as a courtesy ges· 
ture. the cooks sent Ihe first batch, 
piping hot. to the bridge for our ap· 
praisal. It certainly beat the store
bought variety we 'd been subsisllng 
on smce leaving port. 

). ). ). 

Contrasts abounded on those morn· 
mg watches . The sea would become 
strangely remote on a four·to-elght 
spent with a boy I knew from 
Arkansas . He took It upon himself to 
repay my mstruct:ons ;n standing 
watches with some baSIC techmques 
for deahng with mllkmg machines 
and hay mowers. After an houl' or 
two I felt I'd not only be able to hook 
up twenty head of cows but probably 
also run the cream separator as well. 
This parllcular friend had an un· 
canny way of evoking alfalfa fields 
and pasture fences hundreds of miles 
at sea . I remember one morning, just 
at dawn, he was enjoying a glass of 
milk - again, courtesy of the cooks 
dO\\ill below. He regarded the glass 
critically and made a humphing 
sound. I asked him what was wrong. 

"Tastes green," he said. 
He saw that didn't mean much to 

me. 
"They let the cows into the winter 

wheat too early." 
I was compelled to ask for my own 

glass. I've never enjoyed milk quite 
so much. It was a comfort to think 
that the parentage of our milk was a 
dewy·eyed cow In a sunny meadOW 
rather rnan the cheerless metal con· 
tamer on the messdecks . 

Sometime before ftrst light, the 
navigator would emerge, sleepy· 
eyed. to take his morning star sight 
- with him a young officer learning 
the sextant trade . One such neophyte 
Magellan tentatively pointed out the 
constellations he knew. His stellar 
virtuosity met no applause but nel· 
ther did it earn censure . He con· 
tinued : 

"It's interesting ... about Sagit
tarius. The archer? " 

No comment. 
"The Gree>cs said he was the orie 

that shot all' the other stars into the 
sky. You can see the bow. And that 
star there is the point o( his 
arrow - " . 

"Mr. Hendrix, " the navigator in· 
terrupted, "in approximately one 
..... eek you'll 'be up here alone handling 
the morning star fi.x. And I 'll be in 
bed. When - and if - that time 
comes, you can spend all the time 
you want with YQUr Greek friends. In 
the meantime. let's not bother our· 
selves too much with where the 
archer put the stars . We'll just try to 
muddle through and find out where 
we are." 

One other regular visitor to our 
morning watches was The Old Man. 

A short time after rising. the skip· 
per makes his first appearance . More 
often than not he spends a few mo· 
ments sharing the mood of the morn· 
ing watch. It is full day now. The air 
feels good. The sea sparkles freshly . 
The ship mOVElC nacefl,llly and it 's a 
good time to savor those qualit ies of 
the ocean that have appealed to men 
for a long, long time. The day's 
paper work. the problems of disci· 
pline and perverse machinery. the 
particulars of running an old warship 
with young men can all be held off 
for a lew minutes . There is only his 
ship. a lot of water. and that special 
mid·ocean sky. 

There's a lot to be said for the 
morning watch . It's a nice way to 
start a day. 

~ with the night lItr on the bridge, the 1 
finds its way into the "Pioneer" column. Used in all countries l ... r-sr-sr-sr-.r-sMr-sMr-sMr-sr-sr-sr-sMMr-sr-sr-sMr-s";r-sMr-sr-sMMr-sMMr-sr-sr-sr-sr-sr-sMr-sMr-sM~ 
of the O r ient - you must see it in operation by a competent 
operator to appreciate its versatility . Unfortunately, ours is 1 Reprinted by permission from the Christian Science Monitor 
b roken down so you will have to take a trip to the Far East to see 1 (C) The Christian Science Publishing Society. All rights reserved . 
one in operation. l (Edition of April 22 1971 - Paul C. Morgan, Author) 
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Permi~ll.n to Board I 
I 

~" .. ~ 

~~p 
1keAt NEW MEMBERS 

==-=28=,="=_~===P ====================~1==2~==9=-V========================= ~ 

IIlIRR, RAJ.PII "" (x/·) M rch 31, 1978 1 

150 ~tewart Or. March 14, 1978 1 119 Su ... it St. (x/·) 1 
'Ti huron, CA 94920 1 Hot Springs, Nat'l 'Park, AR ' 719<)1 1 
Phone: 1.15/435-96:!9 l Phone: 501/623-8276 11 
FS: 1918 - SS China/WWA ! FS: 1941 - 1810th FA .\ 1l28TU,Grp.IOOOth 
MlATIWR : NOlie Siynal Co. Cotm,. Chief/VAR 

.Q_S_P_:_ w_"_ En_r_l_ W_O_h_!_C_r _________ 1 ~~~~:~?W~;~L/1947 First Call: W5GTN 1~ 
2819-M t QSP: QST & IEEE 1 
ZWF.lr.LE, f'lIr.F 'F: J" (Cc-ne/Lorna) ~ 8 1 
23:! Marker St . March 15, 1978 ! 2 3O-M 8 1 LANGHOU1, IJO J. March 31, 197 
Long Oeach, CA ')O!Io5 " 1 
Phone : 711./8:!1-821l8 Rodluvans Vag 12 E (X/Rita) 
FS: 1')63 - NAVCO SU IT ARC!:: TIA/NWP SF-00820 Helsinki, FI LA 0 l 
AMATW Il : w6S, R '76 First Call: KILQA '51 Phone: 90-783896 1 
Join el? N~' 1 F~: 1951 - lIelsinki R dio/OIlC/OIIG i . 

• Q_S_P_:_ J_O_hn_J_"_ C_"_'"_t _e_r _, _2_5_2_3_-_P ______ ~ A~lATEUR: None 1 

!1 ::::-:l~ I 20:!O-St, P 

MOORE, TRl1I'lAN 0 " April 2, 1978 [ SEW , CI.AUF'ICE 
IIG Joh" St . (X/Florence 

1978 )1)2 North Granite Reef Rd. (Tom/X) New yo,'k, NY IOO)tl >larch 16, 
Phone: 21:!/31.9-5618 
FS: 1929 - S5 L~nnq",//lXAO 
AHA1'EUR: W:!I(" /KVI.AO F.al'1y Call 
Joi" et? 0 

1 Scottsdale, AZ 85251 1 
Phone: 602/945-4914 • 

QSP: F.d G. Haser 

2821-P 

HODGSON, RO ALD H.T. (Ron/Ma>1 

RR #) (Nile Creek) March 18, 1978 
Qualicum, B.C. Canada V¢R 2T¢ 
Phone : 604/757-8751 
rs : 1928 - SS Chief Capilago/vPBL 
AMATEUR: VE7UY First Call: C5BY/1926 
Join Net? Yes 
QSP : Sid Young 

2822-V 

NYE, VILLIAM A. (X/Toddy) 

3807 59 Ave . SW 
Seattle, WA 98116 
Phone: 206/9)5-96JIo 

March 18, 1978 

[S: 1944-ss Columbia/l!GCQ 
AMATEtIR: V7IYV /Io'6LXP 
Fir.t Call: V9GPI/1931 Also 
V9LQO .. V90IA 
J oin Net? NY 
QSP: Geo . A. ~_,474-SGP 

282)-P 

had call. 

FRAZER, ROBERT A. March 21, 1978 

1302 Do.,.,s Dr. 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
Phone: 301/622-3821 
FS: 1939 - USS Altair/NURJ 
AMATEUR : None 
QSP: John W. ~amblen,2769-P 

2824-101 
~ALM5LEY! DONALD March 2), 1978 1 
153 Worple Rd. (Don/') 1 
Isleworth, Middlesex IW7 ~'T ENGLAND 1 
Phone: 01/892-32)9 l 

_
F_S::-:_ 19_6_8 ___ HMS __ O_i _SC_O_V_e_r_y/_HT_D_54 _ _ _ __ ! AMATEUR : G)fIZL/1951 Join Net? NF 
QSP : Kenneth R. Pallller 887-V 

2825-V 
BOUClIER, CLARENCE E. March 24, 1978 1 
812 Churchill Dr. (X/M4ry Louise) 1 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 ! 
Phone: 70)/786-1.147 
FS: 194) - USS Minneapolis/NACF 1 
AMATEUR: None 
QS~: George Bailey,1528-v 

------------------------, 

2827-V 
KEtTEL, JOHN C. 

65 We.t Warren 'St, 
Iselin, NJ 08830 
Phone: 201/548-3683 

MArch 25, 1978 

(Tommy/Alveata) 

March 27, 1978 

(X/Joan) 

FS: 1945 - USN R4dio Stn. HI/NeN 
AMATEUR: W2GDZ Join Net? NF 
QSP: Lloyd H. ~n&mOn,2562-V 

2828-p 

DENNY, VILFRED I. March 22, 1978 

~516 Villow Brook Ave. (Wil/Elma) 
Loa Angeles, CA 90029 
Phone: 21)/66)-8752 
[S; 1916 - Mackay Radio . S.f./KIET 
AMATEUR: W6FGT/19)0 Join Net? Possibly 
QSP: QST 

l 

fS: 1<127 - U~S Texu!NCD 1 
AMATEUR : W7FCQ/I978 .'irrl Call: W6OLD/ 1 
1936 1 
Join Net? NF 
QSP: John N. Elwood ~ 

1 
; 
l New 

• 1 
Technical ~ 

Associates ~ 
------------------~ 

TA-72 
.JOSEI'II N. KPSST.FR (Joe/Viva) 
1 ... ;1;1 ,. l!oIJ..,1I LUllc, 
Phoenix, AZ 8~O~1 
Phone: 60~/9n-Ot59 & 944-3~O~ 
Developement Engineer-western 
Electric Co. 19~9-1934. CDR. 
U.S.N.R . 1929 t o Retireme nt '59. 
Active Duty 19'10-'46. 
A~TEUR : W9GYP Join Net? Yes 
QSP: George L. Meek,1~90-P 

TA-7J 

KRF.AHER I IlUSCAN ( Dunk/Inaa) 
Uox b)7 Jan. ), 1978 

1 
~ 

i 
1 

! 
1 Vineyard Haven, HA 02568 

Phone: 617/69J-1167 
RESUME: Holds a Third Class Ticket for ~ 

1 oper ting ship to shore phone . 
AlIlateur V2.1JoKi - 19J5 . H.s over 40 years 
interest in communications by code, 
etc. Member is an Attorney at !.aw & 
offers assistance to older members in 
field if help is needod at some time. 
AMATEUR: WlGAY Join Net? Yes 
QSP: John Elwood 

j 
~ 

TA-71o 1 
CHRYSLER, BILL. (BiU/Clare) l 
151> ~laple Hoad, 11a".rford, PA 19041 f 
Phone: 215/649-6~5. Call i~ WA)QVY 
RESUME: Early Assn. with 'Electronics 
and Con.. dates from 1925 when head of 1 
radio .ales org. in NO. Later, Adnt and ~ 
Supvr. radio co~ . at the Dalles OR t 
(19)5-)7) EOST. He participated in an 1 
Amateur Radio News Service and has or 1 
now belongs to ARRL, ~lagic Hour Net, 
Retired Marines Net etc. M: Toast .... - i 
ters, Rotary, Sons A.R. Offers to l 
a.si~t but li.ited by health factor. 
QSP: A. G. Ventzc-l, Jr. 

TA-75 

II0UolES, ALVI ' C. 

1941 Durton Ave . 
Burley, Idaho 83318 
Phone: 208/678-2140 

Jan. 27, 19711 
(Al/Rosa) 

New TA was an engineer, & Inspector. 
He served FCC as RI on ships in NY 
19)7-')9 and Seattle 1944-'45. He 
also been based in Portland, St . P 
Salt !.ake City, & Washington D. C. 
A.'tAIEttll: W7CAP 19J1 Join Net? No 
QSP: John Elwood 

BRAUN . HARRY B. Feb. 27, 1978 

175 S. Main St. )X/Amerissa) 
Dolgeville, NY 13329 
Phone: JI5/429-9OO3 

has 
ul, 

RESUME: Vith USNR 1942-45 as radio/ 
radar officer. Page ComIIlunications 
Engineers 1951-/67.(Pr.oject Enoineer
Radio Systems for armed forces) 
Experience with radio back. ' to 1918 
when he worked for DeForest Radio at 
Highbridge, Nr on receiver assl!lllbies. 
AMATEUR: KIIV Join Net? NF 
QSP: Max K. Jacobson W)DUG 

TEC:iNICAL ASSOCIATES 

TA-77 

GORDON . FIlA K M. (X!Hildred) 

268 S. Center St . March 10, 1978 
Orange '\ NJ 07050 
Phone: 201/675-6070 
A~~TEUR: K2LOV 1955 Join Net? Yes 

l 
1 

~ RESUME: Experimented with circuitry & 1 
equipment from 1921 through the Y1ars 
especially vith early day antpnna4 & l 
receiving circuitry. Taught radio in 1 
High School circa 1924. lias h~ld ~f(ic 1 
in several Amateur Radio organlzatlons . 1 
lias attended m etings of the Pickerill [ 
Ch pter as gues. 1 
QSP: Earl W. Korf 1 
TA-78 

SMITH, WILLIAM CONLEY (x/Jane) 

March 18, 1978 

~ 
1 
i 

67 Cuesta Vista Dr. 
Monterey, CA 93940 
Phone : 408/375-5030 
Field of experience and interest as ~ 
Engineer-Instructor & Author. I 
AMATEUR: K6DYX 1954 1t 
Join Net? No 
QSP: B.J. Russell 1 
-----------------------
TA-79 ~ 
EITEL, WILLIAM ~ARRE March 28, 1978 1 
P.o. Box 120 (Bill/La Neil) 1 
Dayton, NV 8940) , 1 
Phone: 702/882-4187 
AMATEUR: W6UF Join Net? No l 
La Neil h 5 two calls: liA7WN & WB6MRW ~ 
QSP : John Elwood & ~ . Cady ___________________ 1 

~ 
1 
1 
l 
1 
1 

~ 
l 
~ 
1 

I 
~ 

~ 
___ I 

i 
1 NEW HEHBER CORHECTIO 

2805-V 

BRADFORD, ARTHUR D. March ), 1978 

21~ Chestnut St. 
Duxbury, HA 02332 
Phone: 617/934-2756 
fS: 1943 - SS Covalt/KJGT 
AMATEUR : WIEQK Join Net? Yes 

I 
~ 
1 
1 QSP: QST ------------------- 1 

2801t-P (CORRECTION TO 78/5Pl) i 
1 HILL, JESS O. 

)864 Eno. A"e., 
Oakland, CA 94619 
Phone; 415/531-4886 

Mar. ) 1978 

[S; 1912 SS ARCTIC/I:'Q9! 
AMATEUR: W6BFU - 1~~8 . Join net ? Yes 
QSP: John' Elwood. 

~ 

1 PURPOSE OF SC1WP DIRECTORIES, CALL 
BOOKS AND ROSTERS. 

The following is quoted from Page 1 
the 1976 DIRECTORY: 

of ~ 
"TlUS DIRECTORY IS PUBLISHED FOR ntE 
SOLE USE OF SOCIETY MDmERS. IT IS 
NOT TO BE USED FOR SOLICITATIO /S OF 
ANr KIND OR LOANED TO ANYONE FOR ULTER 
lOR PURPOSES OR COMMERCIALIZING. IT 
IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE ~IEMBERS THE 
ADDRESSES OF FORMER SHIPMATES AND 
FRIENDS AND FOR SOCIAL PURPOSES ONLY." 

IT MIGHT BE ADDED, THE SA~IE IS INTEND
ED FOR BLANK CORRESPONDENCE FOHMS SUCI 
AS LEITER HEADS, ENVELOPES, ETC. 

ONE OF OUR HUmERS" RECENTLY RECEIVED 
A "CHAIN LEITER" TYPE PIECE OF CORRES-

E'fERllf\t 

Ct-lf\P'fER 

1A Y E. THOMAS F. 
ov . 22/77 

KOHL. WILLIAM C. 
Fall 1977 

TITUS , GORDQ 
Fall 1977 

( 57) 

K4E 

EAGLES . EUGE E E. (87) 
Jan . 8 1978 

MULL IX. GEORGE H. 
Jan . 4 1978 

2239-V 
K6KW 1 

2456-SGP 
& W1AO 

1611-SGP 
VE3GL 

178-S-SGP 
Expired 

55- SGP 
W6WDU 

MERRITT. LAWRE CE G. 614- SGP 
POD returned marked "Deceased" 

HITCHCOCK, RAY 
Jan . 4 1978 

• (7J ) 652-SGP 
W6RM 

AGER. EMORY C. 
Sept . 22 1977 

BOOKOUT. PREDDIE G. 
June 6 1977 

HENRY. CHABLSS C. 

2(,n2-SGP 
KJPT 

1939-P 
W4ECD * 

348-SGP 
POD Return - marked "Deceased" 

MALLACH, LAWRE CE W. 
Aug. 17 1977 

WALDE , ALLAN C. 
Jan. 31 1978 

2384-p 
K7DM 

2670-P 
W5PGV 

THROOP. FRED IRVE 
Feb . 3 1978 

(81) 1195-SGP 
one 

ROST, EDWI J. 2150-SGP 
Jan . 28 1978 W7G T 

~RA~N~D,"A!.IoL""L~, ..JME~RR~IL~L"'-..!;D~. ( 70) 1 J25-p 
Feb. 10 1978 W1JBB 

W. 

ROBSO • ARTHUR H, 
Jan . 1978 

ROEBUCK. FRED G. 
Mar 15 1978 

314-SGP 
one 

545-S-SGP 
one 

176-SGP 
Early 6FD 

WILKINS , GEORGE C. SR 
Mar. 21 1978 (83) 

1110-SGP 
KH6EWG 

PONDENCE THROUGH THE MAIL AND OOJECTED 
TO USE AOQUT TIlE USE OF OUR LISTS. WE 
HAVE FOUND OUT ntE INDIVIDUAL WHO SENT 
TIlE LETTERS DID NOT USE OUR DIRECTORY 
FOR ntE PURPOSE. WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO 
POLICE OR INTERFERE WITH ANY INDIVID
UAL, HEMilER OR OTHERWISE. WE DO NOT 
APPROVE OF OUR LISTS BE USED FOR SUCU 
PURPOSE AND TNIS SIAT~IF.NT OF FACT IS 
ABOUT ALL WE CAN FURNISH. OUR LISTS 
HAVE NEVER BE SOLD OR GIVEN OUT TO 
ANrON'E'EXcEPT OUR MEMBERS. HENCE OUR 
C1WN HEI>mERS WILL HAVE TO HELP KEEP THE ~ 
MAILING OF SUCH MATERIAL TO A MINIMUM. 
HELP IS AU/AYS SOLICITED IN TRYING TO 
KEEP THE USE OF LISTS AS CLEAN AS POS- 1 
SIDLE AND WE DEPLORE ANY ACTION TlIAT l 
OOES NOT COSFOR>I. l 

® Ili\ 1M Ie 1!W.!Il} /as J1!!SJ!!l\lllMM!lV)pSlJ!l\I!!l\ Ili\ Rum J1!!S Ili\ 1M '" J!S Ili\?!i\ 1M 1W 1M "PI '" 00 J5} ® 
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PIONEERING THE "CHINA-CLIPPER" ROUTE ACROSS THE PACIFrC 

Temporary radio shack destined for Wake Island 
stowed aboard the SS North Haven (KUDZ ) in 
Apri I 1935 en route with material and equip ment 
w i th personnel to establ ish and man the PAA 
bases at Midway, Wake, Guam and Manila . Pix 
taken by Capt. Almon A. "AI" Gray 810-P 

I 
1 
~ 
( 
1 

~ 
~ 
! 
( 
1 , 
l 
1 
1 
1 

The FIRST radio station on Wake Island. It was 
comm i ssioned May 12 1935 with call "KNBII!. 
If you observe closely, you might note the call 
letters above the one and only door of this 
structure . "A I" Gray who took the pi cture de
nies that the plans and specifications were 
borrowed from those of the Govemments gl ori fi edt· 
'Chick Sale' I 

THE FIRST RADIO GANG AT WAKE ISLAND PAA STATION ( KNBI ) 

(L/R) ALM ON A GRAY (AG) Operator in Charge . (Note spiked sun helmet which 
unti I the Japanese came, was the "Symbol of Office") . WILLIAM BREUER ( BB) 
Ass istant Operator . EVERARD STUHRMAN, Electronic Engineer and Special i st 
on the Adcock Long-range Di rection Finder). The D.F. was calibrated about July 
1935 . 

A new era in the history of the Pacific, and the world started 
on Nov. 22nd 1935 when the "CHINA CLIPPER" left the 
waters of San Francisco Bay on its way to fame. Aboard the 
Clipper as Radio Operator was W i Ison T. Jarboe (SOWP 678F 
the lone operator to make first round trip fl ight. Two opera
tors had been scheduled to make the fl i ght, due to the amount 
of news coverage expected but it was found on departure that 
due to the unexpected heavy ma i I to be flown, the C I i pper 
would have to be I ightened, hence Thomas R. "Ray" Runnels 
(SOWP-909-P ) was 'bumped' because he w eighted 30 pound 
more than Jarboe! Quite a disappointment to Runne ls, but 
he took out the second fl ight and along with Jarboe , Arthur 
Nolan (373-P) and J.D. Poindexter (now deceased ) made 
many survey flights to the South Paci f ic . "Ray" Runne l s 
was assigned the China Clipper when she was being built 
by the Martin Company in Baltimore as RIO. He made all 

the first fl i ght tests and then the deli very fiight via Miami 
to San Francisco. It was of course quite a dissapointment 
not to participate in this historical event, but such are the 
vagaries of life. 
According to Mr. Runnels, the equipment first installed on 
the China Clipper were duplicate sets ••• 50 watt transmitters 
MOPA Circuit and a TRF receiver with 2 stages of audio. The 
ante:1na used was a trailing wire for long distance work and 
for marine frequencies. Ray recalls working "NHC" in 
Colon on 8 Mcs when departing Guam. 
Extensive planning and preparatory work had gone into the 
project and Society Member, Capt. Alman A. (AI) Gray 
810-P was one of those chosen to install and operate one of 
the key 'en route' facilities. In later years Member Gray 
held many top pos i tions in Govemment and IndJstry, includ
ing ass ignment to the Executive Office of the President. 
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SPA AKS JOU NAL QUA ... TE ... L Y ' .... ' ..... ~ ............... . ~CK INNS EDITION 

Bill Breniman 

1 

WALL CERTIFICATES 

Order has gone to our printer for the imprinting of WALL CERTIFI 
CA TES for al I members who seri al s are I ater than #2647 . Due to 
cost of imprinting small orders, we take care of imprinting twice 
yearly . Certificates will probably be mailed in early May. STwCTIr 

peRSONAL Founder 1 SPARKS-JOURNAL-QUARTERLY 

1 

~ 
I would be only too happy, God willing, to assist in future pub- ~ 
I ications as long as health and conditions permit. I feel that 1 

the great work-load we are working under is not conducive to the 1 
exacting sta:1dards I would I ike to see maintained in the Journal 1 
and other editions now in process. The compromise for expedienc} 1 
in handling demands of the day becomes somewhat distressing. 1 
I am at oresent awash ina great sea of paper whi ch I try to keep ( 

We have had quite a few requests and orders for the Journal and of 
course inquiry about price . The 'out-of-pocket' cost of printing, 
and mailing is approximately $1 . 67 per copy. We will make it 
$1 . 75. Orders are not acceptable from private individuals or non
members. Arrangements wi II be made with organizat ions inter
ested in the early history of wireless and electronics, to furnish 
copies on a complimentary basis . Members who have had a fea
ture art icle published in the Journal and wish a number of copies 
will be supplied (in one shipment) @ $1.00 each to a maximum of 
6 copies . 

under control. I have some veery wond)erful men who are trying to ~ S.A.S.E. ENVELOPES 
help me to the extent of their and my ability. Namely, Eb Cady ! 
_ past President . Herb Scott, Secretary, John Elwood - Mem- 1 With exception of requests (on file ) for early publications and for 
bership, and Lorin De Merritt on finance, banking and the demand 1 immediate answers to questions, etc . it is requested that Stamp
of IRS, State of Califomia, etc . ( You sometimes think you are 1 ed, return addressed envelopes not be furnished the Society as we 
working for the IRS or State from required forms we have to fur- i do not have suitable files for their storage and later use. IT IS 
nish these agencies). Anyway, every effort is being made to {REQUESTED THAT SASE be used on INREQS about dues or any 
keep on top -- "first things first" . i subject on which an early answer is requested . This cuts our work 

j at HQ. more than you would imagine and w ill expedite replies. 
I feel that a pattern for our publ ications has been pretty well est - l 
ablished, plus other functions of the Society. A new Director for 1 DIRECTORY LISTINGS 
the Society would inherit a very busy I ife but I th ink, a very re- . 
warding one. I think the Directors would be agreeable to a change { This is a reminder to update your listing in the coming Directory 
in the C&BL to allow such an officer to draw compensation for his l and Amateur Call Book which will be published later this year. 

work to offset the expenses related to such activities . Not large, 1 
as the Society could not afford, but enough to supplement a retire- f 
ment annuity to make it worth whi Ie. { 

I would like to take this opportunity of inviting Officers, D i rectors 
and members to fumish me the name or names of those they think 
would be a top candidate for such an office. Perchance, the 
individual himself might feel qualified. Many of our members 
have had great experience in this field . May we hear f rom you? 

Wi II iam A . Breniman - President 

1 
1 
i 
1 
1 
} 

1 
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CHECKING 
• Up· 

JOURNAL FEATURES i 
1 

Past Joumals have featured 1 
themes of mostl y nautical interest 1 
We would l i ke, in the future, to 1 
feature other phases of radio-tele- 11 

graphy . ~ x8mp~ . Signa' Cer"s , 
Airways and flying, High-Power 1 
Operations, etc. etc. Whil e st i ll 1 

of nautical flavor, we plan to bring an early feature ••• Alaska for ~ 
Salmon . We would like a response from members as to what they [ 
yvould like to see featured in futures issues of the pub Ii cation. ~ 

DUES: Infrequently we receive an inquiry as to ••• "WHAT ARE 
the dues for 1978? The Answer is $7 . 50 for the calen

dar year. Statements were mailed all members (who owed dues) 
in January of this year. Some may have gone astray of course . 

~ 
1 
I 
I 
I 
} 

Do we have your latest AMATEUR CALL? The name of your 
Spouse? Your Telephone Number? ( If you do not wish it listed 
we wi II obey your wi shes). Of course your address and espec i a II y 
your ZIP or POSTAL CODE? We would like your home address 
in addition to P.O. Box for address in our Geographical "En Route 
listing. Here again, if there is any objection, we will not list if 
you do not wish. Another point we would like to emphasize is 
that our 0 i rector i es are not to be used for any purpose other than 
social contact among SOCiety members . We hav e never sold our 
address list to any organi zation for any purpose. Thi s pol i cy wi II 
continue in effect. If it ever appears our Directory is being used 
otherwise, please let us know, with details . 

NATIONAL CONVENTION - 1978 or 1979? 

We have received quite a response from members relative the men
tion in our last Journal suggesting such a meeting. Places nam
ed include Washington DC ., New York, Chicago, San FranciSCO, 
Reno, Nev., Denver and a couple have su9Stested an Oc .... 
Cruise ship (t r ip) of a week to 10 days . All sounds quite inter
esting . If you have not ' chipped- in ' your two-bits worth, now is 
the t ime to do it. 

BOOK 
A book of unusual reference interest was recently called to our 
attention by Secretary Scott. Title: Twenty Five Engineers & 
Inventors. The book was authored by Prof. Charles Susskind. 
Those interested might write Mr . Terry Gabriel, Pres . San Fran
cisco Press. Inc. 547 Howard St., S. F . CA 94105 . Discount 
of 33-1/3% will be extended SOWP members. Regretfully, we do 
not know price of the book . It does contain a wealth of biogra
ohical information and history of early day inventors and engineers 

Opens Your Porthole ••••••• VOICE OF THE uPROFESSUJNAL" RADIO OFFICER I ••••••• 

to Vistas & Memories SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 
P. O. Boll 530 

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95402 

To: 

SECOND CLASS POSTAGE 

I-'AID 

AT SANTA ROSA, CALIF. 

Newsletters from the Society of Wireless Pioneers, founded 1968 
- Dedicated to the History of Seagoing Wireless Operators-

Special thanks to the following for these documents: 
Key [SK = Silent Key, SGP = Spark Gap Pioneers, P = Pioneers, 

V = Veteran, M = Member, Sparks = Worked at Sea] 

(SK) Ed Raser, W2ZI, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP #35-SGP 
(SK) Bill Gould, K2NP, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP #565·P 
(SK) Matty Camillo, W2WB, Sparks, SOWP #750-SGP 
(SK) Dare Robinson, WB2EVA, Sparks, SOWP #2284·SGP 
(SK) Ray Brooks, K2L TX, Sparks, SOWP #1387-P 
Olive Jesse Roeckner, VASERA, Sparks, SOWP #2891·V 
Spud Roscoe, VE1 BC, Sparks, SOWP #2301·M 
David J. Ring, Jr., N1 EA, Sparks, SOWP #3709·M 
Steven Rosenfeld, Infoage Librarian, Tech at WOO 

Digital media@ John Dilks, K2TQN, 2012 

The HWireless"~Our Proud Heritage! 
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